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E D I T O R I A L
A Committee of Initiative comprising economists from numerous 

countries, representatives of economic circles and trade unions has 
arranged for an international economic conference to be held in Moscow 
from A pril 3rd to 10th, 1952. This conference w ill be devetod to review 
ing the prospects of developing universal prosperity by means of 
peaceful co-operation between the various countries and various forms 
of government, as w ell as by development of economic relations 
between all nations.

W e cordially welcome this initiative, fully appreciating the moment
ous effect which a policy unrestrained by a system of discrimination 
is bound to have on the standard of living of millions of people through
out the world and on the consolidation of w orld peace; it is our firm  
belief that the debates at the forthcoming conference w ill prove 
a valuable contribution to the tasks of economic development among 
mankind and demonstrate the potentiality of peaceful intercourse be
tween countries, no matter how divergent their political and social 
systems may be.

The Editors
“POLISH FOREIGN TRADE“
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ITH PROF. OSCAR LANGE
OF PLANNING AND STATISTICS IN 

MBER OF THE INTERNATIONAL  
MMITTEE OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
C CONFERENCE IN MOSCOW

Q U E S T IO N . We understand tha t an In te rna tiona l 
Economic Conference is going to take place in  Moscow 
on A p r il 3— 10, 1952. W ill you please te ll us about the 
character and purpose o f this Conference?

A N S W E R . The Conference w ill be attended by 
economists, industrialists, agriculturalists, traders, 
technicians, trade-unionists, co-operators o f a ll shades 
o f opinion who desire to contribute to in ternational 
economic co-operation. The a im  o f the Conference 
w ill be to seek means o f prom oting co-operation be
tween different countries and different economic and 
social systems.

The discussions at the Conference shall not intervene 
in  the po litica l differences w hich to-day divide the 
w orld , in  pa rticu la r the Conference w ill ru le  out any 
discussions o f the respective merits or demerits o f 
d ifferent economic and social systems. I t  w il l explore 
possibilities o f developing economic co-operation and 
norm al economic relations between a ll countries, 
whatever the ir economic and social system.

The partic ipants o f the Conference are persons holding 
w idely divergent economic, social and po litica l views. 
No po litica l com m itm ent whatever is involved in  p a rti
cipation in  the Conference.

Q U E S T IO N . W ho organises the Conference ?
AN SW ER . The conference is sponsored and organ

ised by an In te rna tiona l In it ia tin g  Committee inde
pendent o f any po litica l organisation or movement. The 

ommittee, which was established in  Copenhagen

in  October 1951, consists o f 35 persons from  Austria, 
Belgium, Brazil, Chile, China, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, 
France, Germany, Great B rita in , Ind ia , Ira n , Ita ly , 
Japan, Lebanon, the Netherlands, Pakistan, Poland, 
Rum ania, the Soviet U n ion , Syria and the U n ited  
States o f America, who acted as orig ina l in itia tors.

In  various countries preparatory committees have 
been formed to aid in  the preparation o f the Confer
ence. In  Moscow, where the Conference w ill take 
place, a preparatory committee grouping personalities 
from  Soviet economic, scientific and social organisa
tions w ill be responsible fo r the preparations.

Q U E S T IO N . W hy has Moscow been chosen as the 
place o f the Conference?

A N S W E R . This has been done for the fo llow ing reas
on : A  m ajor d ifficu lty  preventing norm al economic 
relations between nations and d is tu rb irg  in ternational 
relations is the m utua l m istrust, economic as well as 
po litica l, between countries o f d ifferent economic and 
social systems. The in itia to rs  o f the Conference —  per
sons from  d ifferent parts o f the w orld  —  thought, 
therefore, tha t such m istrust m ight be dispelled by 
hold ing the In te rna tiona l Economic Conference in  
Moscow. This w ill provide businessmen and econom
ists o f a ll countries and a ll shades o f economic, social 
and po litica l opin ion w ith  the opportun ity  o f vis iting 
Moscow and discussing there ways and means to p ro 
mote better in ternationa l economic relations. We are



very happy tha t the realisation o f this p lan has proved 
possible.

Q U E S T IO N . H ow  w ill the Conference proceed in  
c a rry irg  out its task?

A N S W E R . In  order to provide the possibility o f 
serious discussion the to ta l num ber o f partic ipants is 
lim ited  to 450. The Conference w ill consist o f a plenary 
session, followed by a session o f w ork ing groups and 
ind iv idua l conversations, and ended by a plenary ses
sion.

Great im portance is attached to the working groups 
and ind iv idua l conversations. The w orking groups w ill 
b ring  together people o f countries o f d ifferent economic 
systems and o f d ifferent opinions. Participants in  the 
Conference w ill have the opportun ity  o f meeting in  
ind iv idua l conversations the ir counterparts from  other 
countries w hich may have a s im ila r or a quite d ifferent 
economic system. Thus, ,e.g. a manufacturer or mer
chant from  the ÉJnited States or from  Great B rita in  
w ill be able to meet in  ind iv idua l and priva te  conver
sation a factory manager or d irector o f a commercial 
organisation from  the Soviet U n ion , China or the 
countries o f Eastern Europe, and discuss w ith  them 
problems o f m u tua l interest. The Soviet preparatory 
committee has promised to fac ilita te  to participants 
o f the conference the establishment o f personal contacts 
w ith  representatives o f Soviet trade, industria l and 
co-operative organisations. We believe tha t such 
meetings w ill prove very fru it fu l fo r the development 
o f fu ture  economic relations.

Q U E S T IO N . W hy is Poland interested in  this Con
ference ?

AN SW ER . There is a great interest in  this Confer
ence in  Poland among economists, managers o f in 
dustria l and commercial organisations, farmers, engin
eers, leaders o f trade-unions and o f the co-operative 
movement. The reasons o f such an interest are obvious. 
Poland is engaged in  a great effort to develop her 
industry and her agricu lture. The development o f 
friend ly  economic relations w ith  a ll countries, irrespect
ive o f the ir economic and social system, w ill facilita te  
these efforts. O n the other hand, the tremendous devel
opment o f Poland’s industria l and ag ricu ltu ra l p ro 
duction which takes place, makes Poland an increasingly 
im portan t factor in  in ternationa l economic relations.

Q U E S T IO N . W hat results do you expect from  
the In te rna tiona l Economic Conference?

A N SW ER . The im m ediate and d irect objective o f 
the Conference is the exploration o f possibilities o f 
expanding in te rna tiona l economic co-operation and 
developing economic relations between countries. The 
personal contacts established at the Conference w ill 
undoubtedly promote and stimulate the development 
o f trade relations between representatives o f commer
cial and industria l circles o f various countries. The 
Conference should be considered as a firs t step towards 
fu rthe r efforts to im prove peaceful economic co-operation 
and to develop economic relations between a ll countries.
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A C H I E V E M E N T S  A N D  P R O S P E C T S

he T h ree -Y ear Plan o f Economic 

Reconstruction, realised between 1947 
and 1949, proved successful not only 

in  repa iring  the devastations caused by 
war, bu t also in  a substantial develop
ment o f the country ’s economy. The 

1949 industria l ou tput exceeded the 

1938 figure by 75%. Also, the agricu l

tu ra l production figure for the same year 
was 19% above the 1938 level.

Poland’s foreign trade was already managing, during  

this in it ia l period, to keep pace w ith  economic develop
ments.

The most im portan t feature was the development o f 
trade relations w ith  the U.S.S.R., w hich from  the 

earliest days o f Poland’s libera tion  —  even before the 

w ar had come to a defin ite end —  had granted Poland 

credits w ith in  the scope o f trade agreements fo r the 

supply o f raw  materials, industria l equipment and food 
products. This aid has since been systematically con

tinued, w ith  due consideration o f the requirements 

o f the reconstruction process in  the country. Brisk, 

solid and steadily developing trade relations were 

in itia ted  w ith  Poland’s neighbours, near and far, 
—  Czechoslovakia, the German Dem ocratic Republic, 

Hungary, Rum ania and B u lga ria— w hich were at tha t 

tim e also struggling to recover from  the effects o f war. 

The determ ination to render m utua l a id  and considera

tion  for the requirements o f each other’s nationa l 

economy, as well as planned, un fa iling  and prom pt 

deliveries, brought about an early and spectacular 
development in  the goods turnover.

F a ir ly  live ly  trade relations w ith  the countries o f 
Western Europe were inaugurated as early as in  1946. 
Poland became, during  the period o f the acute post- 
-war coal crisis and as the result o f her own growing 
coal output, the p rinc ipa l supplier o f solid fuel to 
a num ber o f West-European countries, in  spite o f 
the transport d ifficu lties w hich were, at tha t time, 
a serious handicap.

Poland eventually became a potentia l customer for 

capita l p lant, machinery, tools and raw  materials

in  markets to which Polish coal had forged an entrance. 
Substantial contracts were placed in  Sweden, Switzer
land, Ita ly , France and the U n ited  K ingdom  for 

products o f the engineering, electrical, metal and m otor 
vehicle industries.

Polish industria l and farm  products soon followed 
the lead o f Polish coal, and the pre-war level o f foreign 

goods exchange was substantia lly exceeded as early 
as in  1948. Tak ing  100 as the value o f combined 

transactions in  Poland’s foreign trade in  1937, the 

1947 turnover amounted to  70, the 1948 turnover 
amounted to 130, the 1949 to 155, the 1950 to 161 

and the 1951 to 209. This increase in  volume and 
value was attended by an increase in  the range o f 

commodities referred to above and in  the num ber o f 

countries w ith  which Poland had concluded trade agree
ments or had, at least, been enterta in ing trade relations.

Poland has once more resumed the export o f tim ber, 

bacon, eggs, m alt, etc., increased the export 

quantities o f sugar and potato products and at the 

same time widened the range o f industria l goods 
available fo r export.

The Levant and countries o f the M idd le  East (Egypt, 

Israel, Pakistan, Ind ia , etc.), as well as the countries 

o f La tin  Am erica, headed by Argentina, are becoming 
increasingly conspicuous among countries w ith  whom 

trade agreements have been concluded.

These achievements o f People’s Poland are the 

foundation on w hich rests the systematic and consistent' 
development o f Poland’s foreign trade w ith in  the scope 

o f the Six-Year Plan o f Economic Development. This 
Plan, w hich envisages fundam ental changes in  Poland’s 
economic structure and is intended to transform  Poland 
from  the industria lly  backward agricu ltu ra l country 
o f pre-war days in to  a modern State w ith  a prepond
erance o f industries over agriculture, constitutes a sound 
fram ework for the country ’s steadily developing foreign 
trade.

A fte r a somewhat steep increase in  Poland’s 
foreign trade during  the period 1948—1949, the 
subsequent year was marked by a certain stabilisation 

o f the goods exchange; the year 1951 witnessed
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fu rthe r progress in  foreign trade. F u lfilm ent ahead 
o f schedule o f the economic targets fo r 1950 and 1951 
made possible a substantial increase in  the goods 

volume. This not on ly enabled the swelling home 
demand to be met, bu t also provided an increased 

ava ilab ility  o f certain commodities fo r export. A t the 

same time, the capacity o f the Polish m arket to absorb 

foreign machinery, equipment, vehicles, raw  material 

and consumer goods increased.

Poland’s goods exchange w ith  the Soviet U n ion 
shows, na tu ra lly , the highest rate o f increase. The 

Soviet U n ion , based on her form idable economy, sup

plies Poland w ith  capita l p lant, raw  materials and 
a range o f other commodities, while her own vast 

m arket readily absorbs large quantities o f Polish export 

products.
F riend ly  relations, complementary assistance and 

planned economy ensuring prom pt deliveries are the 
foundations for the expansion o f our trade relations w ith  

the countries o f People’s Democracy and the German 

Democratic Republic.
Commercial relations o f this type are also the base 

for im portan t trade development w ith  the Chinese 

People’s Republic which, despite the distance separat

ing the two countries, offers fu rthe r prospects for 

a substantial goods exchange.

Poland’s goods exchange w ith  the countries o f 
Western Europe reveals, even in  the inauspicious 
atmosphere o f adverse d iscrim ination exercised for 
po litica l reasons, the existence o f an economic nucleus 

for the expansion o f trade relations. A  perusal o f the 

U N O  European economic bu lle tin  fo r the second 

quarter o f 1951 provides evidence tha t Poland’s 1951 

........ ................ .................. ........

P O L A N D ’S F O R E IG N  T R A D E  E X C H A N G E  IN  1938 A N D  
I N  1947— 1950

I f  the va lue  o f  com b ined  transactions in  P o la n d ’s fo re ign  trade  
be considered as 100 in  1938, the  1947 tu rn o v e r am oun ted  to  75, 
the 1948 tu rn o ve r to  140, the  1949 tu rn o v e r to  167 and  the  1950 
tu rn o ve r to  174. T h is  increase in  vo lum e  an d  va lue  was a ttended 
b y  an  increase in  the  range o f  goods exported  and in  the nu m b e r 
o f  coun tries w ith  w h ic h  P o land was co n d uc tin g  trad e  re la tio n s . 
T h e  d ia g ra m m e  is based on the  p re -w a r yea r 1938; the a rtic le  

is based on 1937 an d  includes 1951.
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goods exchange w ith  Western Europe increased, as 

compared w ith  1950, by over 100 m illio n  dollars 
(estimated for the whole year on the basis o f results 
fo r the firs t ha lf), in  spite o f the indisputable existence 
in  the West o f po litica l tendencies d is tinc tly  pre jud ic ia l 

to trade development. This is due to the existence o f 
weighty economic factors w h ich cause the countries 

o f Western Europe to  realise the importance o f Poland 
both as a source o f supply o f goods o f w hich they are 

in  need and as a m arket fo r the ir own products. These 

economic factors thw a rt po litica l pressure, and the 

fact tha t this resistance has p a rtly  been effective is 
s trik ing  evidence tha t the maintenance and develop

ment o f trade relations is a m atter o f m utua l interest. 
Also the goods exchange w ith  countries o f the M idd le  

East (In d ia , Pakistan, Indonesia) which are in  quest o f 

advantageous sources o f supply and markets in  which 

the ir own products can be read ily  disposed, shows 
a steady increase. One o f the factors instrum ental in  the 
expansion o f our foreign trade, pa rticu la rly  w ith  overseas 

countries, is the development o f Poland’s merchant 
service. The visits o f vessels fly ing  the Polish flag to

Tientsin, K arach i, Bombay, A lexandria  and other 
ports are becoming increasingly frequent.

Poland is, as the result o f the a ll-round economic 
development on an ambitious scale envisaged by the 
Six-Year Plan, increasing her importance, from  year 

to year, as pa rtic ipan t in  in ternationa l trade. Every pass
ing  year w il l  witness an increase in  strength o f Poland’s 

export potentia l and, at the same time, an increase 
in  her requirements. Poland is prepared to m ainta in  
and consolidate her trade relations w ith  a ll countries 

which du ly  respect the princ ip le  o f equal rights and 
m utua l benefits in  in ternationa l goods exchange.

The experience o f past years has revealed tha t a base 
does exist fo r a ll-round substantial expansion o f m utual 

trade relations. The im plem entation o f the Six-Year 

Plan w ill consolidate and expand this base, am ply 
ju s tify in g  our contention tha t Poland’s foreign trade 

has every prospect o f fu rthe r and substantial develop
ment, in  the interests o f the broadest masses o f her 
population and, by offering to a ll her partners the 

opportun ity  o f economic advantage, in  the consolida
tion  o f w orld  peace.

POLAND -  INTERNATIONAL TRANSIT CENTRE
oland, as a result o f her central po
sition in  Europe, has for long been the 

scene o f busy tra ffic  connected w ith  
goods transit.

The east-to-west ra il tra ffic  through 

Poland greatly exceeded, in  the days o f 
a poorly developed sea tra ffic  among 

European countries, the south-to-north 

tra ffic  which, u n til recently, revealed no 
m ajor development. The east-to-west ra ilw ay routes 
nowadays ca rry  on ly insignificant loads o f goods o f 

the more expensive class, easily perishable and unsuit
able fo r shipment.

People’s Poland, fu lly  realising the im portance o f her 
position as a transit centre like ly  to offer substantial

assistance in  peaceful trad ing  relations among nations 

— pa rticu la rly  as between countries neighbouring or 
closely situated in  re la tion to one another —  began 

to pursue a po licy o f prom oting transit tra ffic  on an 
extensive scale. The government o f People’s Poland 
took the necessary steps to ensure the reconstruction, 
proper organisation and expansion o f transport services 
designed to meet the needs o f foreign customers, as 

well as serving the country ’s own foreign trade.

The program  o f reconstruction and development o f 
the Polish commercial sea-ports —  pa rticu la rly  o f 

the Gdarisk-Gdynia u n it and Szczecin, almost complete

ly  devastated by war, —  has made provision not 
merely fo r the requirements o f Poland’s foreign trade, 

bu t also, to a large extent, fo r transit service o f th ird -

— —  >
P o land  has, in  v ie w  o f  he r ce n tra l p o s itio n  in  E u rope , fo r  lo n g  been the scene o f  busy tra ff ic  connected w ith  tra n s it goods. Since the 

Second W o r ld  W a r, People ’s P o land  has been cons is tently  p u rsu in g  a p o lic y  o f  p ro m o tin g  tra n s it tra ffic . Steps have been taken to  ensure 

p ro p e r o rgan isa tion  an d  expansion o f  tra n sp o rt services designed a t once to  m eet the  needs o f  fo re ign  customers and to  serve the

c o u n try ’s ow n  fo re ig n  trade
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P o iand  —  In te rn a t io n a l T ra n s it C entre

"Party cargoes passing through Polish ports. These 
ports, since they have been reconstructed and modern

ised, complete w ith  warehouses and goods-handling 
equipment, reveal a high technical standard. They 

hold, moreover, a reputation for rap id  and inexpensive 

handling o f cargoes; as a result o f efficient organisation, 

and are adapted to the performance o f even the most 

arduous tasks in  the handling o f bu lk and small cargoes, 

special merchandise, machinery, apparatus, extra heavy 

loads, etc. Special sim plified and reduced ta r if f  rates 

for the handling and warehousing o f transit cargoes 
are attractive and lucrative for, foreign customers.

There is no doubt tha t the transit tra ffic  through 
Poland takes the shortest and least expensive route 

between Scandinavian countries and F in land  on the 
one hand, and the countries o f east-central and south- 

-east Europe on the other. On occasions, transit tra ffic  

on longer routes, say between the M idd le  East and
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northern Europe, or between central or south-east 
Europe and overseas destinations, is also remunerative, 
as a result o f the steady increase in  the num ber o f 

shipping services between Polish ports and China, 

Ind ia , South America, etc., as well as o f the numerous 

shipping lines lin k ing  Poland w ith  the ports o f western 
and northern Europe.

In te rna tiona l agreements between Poland and 

adjacent countries, embracing numerous ta r if f  conven

tions, are a fu rthe r inducement to the carriage 
o f goods through Poland by roads and in land  water

ways. The Oder rive r tra ffic  is, in  this respect and in  
add ition to the ra ilroad  service, o f special importance.

A ll arrangements for in ternationa l goods tra ffic  are 

in  the hands o f C. H A R T W IG , L td ., Forw ard ing 
Agents, w ith  head office a t H ibnera 3, Warsaw, and 

numerous branches, agencies and correspondents 
throughout the w orld . C hartering for a ll classes o f car

The program  of reconstruction and 
development of the Polish com
m ercia l sea-ports m ade provision 
not m erely for the requirem ents  
of Poland’s foreign trade, but also 
for trans it service on a large scale 
of th ird -p arty  cargoes passing 
through Polish ports. These ports, 
now fu lly  reconstructed and m od
ernised, complete w ith  w are
houses and goods-handling equip
m ent, have already achieved a high 
technical standard. O ur illu s tra 
tions shows goods being loaded 

in one of Poland’s sea ports

goes to a ll destinations, together w ith  reservation o f cargo 
space on regular shipping lines, is the responsibility 
o f ’T O L F R A C H T ” , Polish Shipbroking and Charter

ing Company, w ith  head office at Korzeniowskiego 8/10, 
Gdynia, and agencies or correspondents in  a ll m ajor 
ports throughout the world.

C. H A R T W IG , L td . are the sole fo rw ard ing agents 
fo r the entire Polish foreign trade, while  ” PO L- 

F R A C H T ”  are the p rinc ipa l agents o f the Polish 

M erchant Service and shipbrokers and charterers for 
a ll goods handled by Polish im porting  and exporting 
enterprises.

Merchants throughout the w orld , interested in 
transit tra ffic  through Poland, are inv ited  to com m uni
cate w ith  the two companies mentioned above fo r in 

form ation and quotations in  a ll matters perta in ing to 
the ir trade operations.



POLAND'S PARTICIPATION 
AT INTERNATIONAL FAIRS

C o u rt o f  H o n o u r  o f  the  P o lish  
p a v ilio n  a t th e  1951 In te r 

n a tio n a l F a ir  in  P rague

oland’s attendance at certain o f the fairs 
and exhibitions held abroad during  the 
period between the tw o w orld  wars 
was merely sporadic. The display of 
Polish goods was, on these occasions, most 
unimpressive, typ ica l o f the restricted 
scope o f the interests o f ind iv idua l ex
hib itors, and inva riab ly  passed in to  
obscurity w ithou t arousing much com
ment.

M uch has changed since then. The 
w orld  went through the agony o f a 

second war. In  Poland —  power has been assumed 
by the people. The Polish nation has succeeded, w ith in  
the record period o f but a few years, in  making up for 
the neglect o f past decades and is now making rap id  
strides towards draw ing level w ith  countries in  the 
highest state o f economic development in  Europe.

Social changes, momentous reforms, industria l and 
ag ricu ltu ra l progress, h igher standards o f liv ing , cu l
tu ra l revo lu tion and popularisation o f science and 
a rt are the features w hich determ ine the present status 
o f People’s Poland.

Poland’s foreign trade relations have kept pace 
w ith  transformations and the tempo o f the coun try ’s 
achievements. The fact tha t trade relations have 
been in itia ted  and consolidated w ith  more than 50 
countries and tha t the value o f combined transactions 
has reached, in  1950, an index figure o f 174 as compared 
w ith  the pre-war period, is ample evidence o f Poland 
having earned and been allocated a prom inent position 
in  w orld  trade.

Poland’s annual pa rtic ipa tion  a t numerous in te r
nationa l fairs and exhibitions is merely one o f the 
m any manifestations o f her organisational enterprise, 
versatility  and elan. The Polish pavilions a t Paris, 
V ienna, M ilan , Brussels, Bari, Stockholm, Parma, 
U trecht, Helsinki, Moscow, Leipzig, P lovd iv and

Prague are bu t one o f the manifestations o f Poland’s 
in ten tion  to base her relations w ith  a ll nations, 
irrespective o f the ir geographical dispersion or po litica l 
and social system, on an unassailably fa ir  p rinc ip le  —  
peaceful, creative and comprehensive economic co- 
-operation.

The fu ll appreciation o f this princ ip le  and the dogged 
determ ination w ith  which i t  is being implemented 
are evidenced in  the displays at the Polish pavilions. 
We are proud to demonstrate our a ll-round achieve
ments, the values o f the men behind them and the 
unprejudiced circumstances in  w hich these achieve
ments develop. We give the w orld  an opportun ity  o f 
witnessing our current accomplishments and ambitious 
plans for the future. We provide detailed in form ation, 
conclude transactions, carry on trade talks, d istribute 
economic and professional lite ra ture , price lists, cata
logues and pamphlets in  foreign languages.

The arch itectura l conception o f the Polish pavilions 
and the graphic composition o f details are, moreover, 
representative o f our cu ltu ra l development and achieve
ments. The typ ica lly  national character o f the Polish 
pavilions, revealing our devotion to the most valuable 
elements o f our cu ltu ra l traditions, fo lk a rt and Polish 
folklore, enhances, concurrently w ith  the commer
c ia lly  attractive and neat array o f exhibits, the harm ony 
o f Polish displays at in ternationa l trade events.

I t  is not merely a m atter o f our own personal pride, 
but also the opinion o f foreign o ffic ia l quarters, press, 
economic circles and o f the host o f visitors attending 
these fairs and exhibitions, tha t the Polish pavilions 
represent, as regards both the exhibits displayed and 
the artistic setting, an impressive achievement.

The Polish pavilions a t in ternationa l fairs are a va lu
able con tribu tion  to in ternationa l re-integration and 
to the consolidation o f peaceful and creative economic 
co-operation between nations.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF POLISH 
COAL IN EUROPEAN ECONOMY

• : '• V W>:

R
|ne  ot the results o f the Second W ork 
: W ar was a general fa llin g -o ff in  Eur 

> ope’s coal output. A  considerable per 
; centage o f the collieries o f France anc 

^Western Germany was either partia lly 
"o r to ta lly  destroyed by the hostilities 

►Polish and Czechoslovak coal mine; 
^suffered heavily during  the w ar unde: 

the p lunder system operated by the Nazi occu
pation authorities. Coal ou tpu t in  the United 

K ingdom  fe ll to an a la rm ing  extent, as the result 

o f the wholesale w ithd raw a l o f miners from  their 

jo b  and o f the dilapidated condition o f collieries

occasioned by the fa ilu re  to make capita l invest
ments during  the long war years. Elsewhere in  

Europe - hundreds o f thousands o f miners p rom ptly  

deserted from  the ir forced employment in  collieries. 

I t  was not surprising, therefore, tha t the coal 

ou tpu t declined, on the term ination o f the war, 
to the fo llow ing figures: Netherlands —  to 35% , 

Poland —- to approxim ate ly 4 0 % ,  Belgium —- to 

35%  and U n ited  K ingdom  and France to approx

im ate ly 75% o f the pre-war output. The aggre

gate European coal output barely exceeded one- 
-h a lf the pre-war figure o f approxim ate ly 570 m ill
ion tons.
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Reconstruction o f European coal mines made slow 

progress as w ill be seen from  the output statistics for 

the post-war years (in m illion  tons) * :
Y  c a r O u t p u t
1937 570.5
1946 398.4
1947 441.5
1948 485.1
1949 521.4
1950 534.7
1951 (anticipated) 554,0
1952 580.0

w ill be observed that the ou tpu t o f European

collieries had not, by as late as 1951, reached the 1937 
level. The Goal Committee o f the Economic Commis
sion for Europe anticipates that not u n til 1952 w ill 

the output o f European collieries reach and surpass 
pre-war figures.

The tempo o f post-war reconstruction and o f coal 
output was, obviously, not un ifo rm  throughout Europe’s 
coal basins. Certain o f them have long since reached 

and even surpassed the 1937 production leve l; others 
cannot hope to reach i t  even by 1952.

The fo llow ing list quotes figures o f actual coal output 

o f ind iv idua l countries fo r 1937 and for the period 

1946— 1950, as well as o f anticipated output fo r 1950 
and 1951 (in m illio n  tons).

U n ite d
K in g 
dom

W estern
G e rm a 

n y
P o land _  B e l- 

F rance  g iu m
Cze

choslo
vak ia

Saar
N e th e r

lands I ta ly

1937 244.5 139.0 66.0
... ! "

44.3 29 .8 16.8 13.3 14.3 1.3

1946 193.1 55.3 47.3 4 7 .2  22.8 14.2 7.9 8.3 1.2
1947 200.5 72.5 59.1 4 5 .2  24.4 16.2 10.5 10.1 1.2
1948 212.7 88.4 7 0 .2 43 .2  26.6 1 7 .8 12.5 11.0 0.9

1949 218.6 103.2 7 4 .1 5 1 .2  27.8 1 7 .8 1 4 .2 11.7 1.1

1950 219.7 110.7 7 8 .0 50 .8  27.3 1 8 .5 1 5 .1 12.2 1.0
1951* 223.7 118.5 8 1 .5 5 3 .0  28.0 2 0 .0 1 6 .0 12.3 1.2
1952* 228.0 127.6 8 5 .0 5 6 .5  29.0 2 1 .5 16.7 12.5 1.6

* a n tic ip a te d  o u tp u t.

The figures specifying output in  those years in  which 

the 1937 ou tpu t has been or is expected to be exceeded 

are, fo r the sake o f lu c id ity , shown in  bold type.

The annual post-war ou tpu t o f the two leading coal 
producing countries in  Europe —  the U n ited  K ingdom  

and Western Germany —  has, as w ill be observed, not 
only fallen short o f the pre-war level by some tens o f 
m illions o f tons, bu t is not even expected to reach that

* )  A l l  figures quo ted  in  th is  a rt ic le  re la tiv e  to  E uropean  fue l 
o u tp u t an d  tu rn o v e r are  based on  statistics pub lished  b y  the 
G oal C o m m itte e  o f  the  E conom ic  C om m ission fo r E u rope  
(E C E /C O A L ) in  Geneva w h ic h  comprises the  fo llo w in g  c o u n tr ie s : 
A u s tr ia , B e lg ium , Czechoslovakia, D en m a rk , E ire , F in la n d , F rance , 
Greece, I ta ly ,  the  N e the rlands, N o rw a y , P o land , P o rtuga l, 
Sweden, S w itze rland , the  U n ite d  K in g d o m  and W estern G erm any.

level in  1952. Neither Belgium nor the Netherlands 
expect to be able to reach, in  1952, the 1937 production 
level, and only Poland, Czechoslovakia, France and the 
R hur succeeded some years ago in  reaching the pre-war 

output figures and have recently managed to surpass 
it. The P o l i s h  coal m in ing  industry has revealed by 

far the highest rate o f increase, w ith  a 1950 output 
12 m i l l io n  tons in  excess o f 1937 (allow ing also for 
those Polish collieries which were not included in  the 

pre-war po litica l boundaries o f the R epublic o f Po
land). The output o f French collieries increased, during 
the same period, by 6.5 m illio n  tons, o f Czechoslovak 

collieries by 1.7 m illion  tons and o f the Saar collieries, 
by 1.8 m illion  tons. This illustrates the exceptionally 

rap id  increase in  the output o f the Polish coal m in ing 
industry between 1946 and 1950, eventually cu lm inating 
in  a substantial excess over pre-war figures.

I t  w il l be o f interest to examine the European coal 

trade for the same period.
The coal and coke export figures for ind iv idua l 

European countries were as follows (in  m illion  tons)*.

1937 1946 1947 1948 1949 1950 1951

P o l a n d ................... 12.4 14.7 18.5 25.6 28 .2 28.0 28.5

W estern G e rm a n y  . 35.7 9.7 9.3 16.5 22.2 25.0 24.8

U n ite d  K in g d o m  . 32.9 3.6 0.7 7.9 20.9 19.8 12.0
S a a r ........................ 7.7 4.5 6.0 7.4 7.0 8.1 8.3

B e lg iu m ................... 6.2 0.9 2.0 1.5 2.1 3.2 3 .2

C zechoslovakia . . 3.0 0.2 0.4 1.3 2.0 2.0 2.0

France . •• . . . 0.9 0.4 0.4 0.3 1.0 2.1 2.0

N ethe rlands . . . 6.6 0.4 0.5 0.8 1.0 1.2 1.1

T o ta l . . . 105.4 34.4 37.8 61.3 84.4 89.4 81.9

The fo llow ing are the inferences w hich can be drawn 
from  the above table :

1. The fa llin g -o ff in  fuel exports from  European 

countries was, du ring  the firs t year after the war, 
enormous; the result o f this decline in  exports is com

m only known —  it  meant im porting  at unreasonable 

expense and contrary to natura l economics —  A m er

ican coal, on a scale unprecedented in  history.
As the coal output increased in  Europe, however, 

these im ports declined progressively from  37 m illion  

tons in  1947, to 16 m illion  tons in  1948 and to 9 m illion  

tons in  1949.
2. Coal and coke exports from  Poland developed, 

during these in it ia l post-war years, much more rap id ly  
than those o f other European solid fuel exporters. 

W hile the export o f coal from  the U nited K ingdom  •—-

* )  T h e  da ta  fo r the  1937— 4 8  p e rio d  p ro v id e  m ere ly  fo r  exports 
w ith in  E urope , whereas the  figures fo r  the  1949— 52 p e rio d  cover 
a ll exports, in c lu d in g  b u n ke r coal and  shipm ents to  overseas 
countries,



the leading European pre-war exporter —  was, during 
1946 and 1947, infin itesim al, and the R u h r exports 
amounted to scarcely one-quarter o f the pre-war 
f ig u re , 'th e  exports o f Polish coal passed the pre-war 
m ark as early as in  1946, am ounting to 14.7 m illion  
tons, as compared w ith  the 1937 figure o f 12.4 m illion

tons; the annual figure, since 1948, is more than double 
the pre-war export.

This spectacular development in  Poland’s export o f 
solid fuels can on ly be a ttribu ted  to  a steady and 
increasingly rap id  coal output, to the efforts and enthu
siasm o f the Polish m iner enjoying special privileges
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T h e  p re -w a r s tanda rd  o f  coal m in in g  in  P o land  was a t a lo w  leve l (F ig . 1). T h e  in tro d u c tio n  o f  new  techno log ica l processes has now  

subs tan tia lly  raised th a t leve l. H e a vy  head ing  m achines are used a t th e  coal face (F ig . 2). C oa l lo a d in g  in  gangways is m echanised, the 

d u c k -b ill pow e r loade r be ing  a com m on fea ture  (F ig . 3). A lso  in  use are com bines w h ic h  a u to m a tic a lly  cu t and  load  th e  coal on to  con

veyors (F ig . 4 ). T h e  firs t com bines to  be adopted  in  P o lish  co llie ries w ere o f  S ovie t o r ig in . P o land  n ow  produces, on  the  basis o f  the  design 

o f  the S ovie t ’ ’Donbass”  type , the  Polish m a rk  K W 5 7  coal com b ine  (F ig . 5). A l l  these means have co n trib u te d  to  th e  m echan isa tion  

o f  the m ost a rduous am ong coal m in in g  tasks —  p ro d u c tio n  and load in g . Im p o r ta n t  techn ica l im provem en ts  are, m oreover, be ing  in t ro 

duced in  u n d e rg rou n d  hau lage m ethods. T h e  w o rk in g  e ffic iency o f  th e  m in e r is thus be ing  increased and his w o rk  m ade easier and

m ore  pleasant

granted to h im  by the People’s Government, to  the 
adoption o f socialist w orking methods, as well as to 
technical assistance and the example o f the leading 
m in ing  industry —  tha t o f the U.S.S.R. Thus, Polish 
coal exports, w h ich in  1937 amounted to scarcely 12%
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o f the to ta l figure o f European exports, increased, as 
early as in  1946, to 43%  o f the w orld  to ta l and, in  1947, 
to as m uch as 49% .  Even in  the summer o f 1945 —  
hard ly  a few months after the term ination o f hostilities 
in  Europe, the firs t contracts were concluded by the 
Central Coal Sales Office for the supply o f coal to 
Scandinavian and certain other countries. The supply 
o f this fuel, so essential to m any countries, has since 
been steadily m aintained.

Polish coal was the firs t after the term ination  o f war 
to reach certain countries, enabling them to tide over 
the period o f acute shortage o f coal —  the fuel w ithou t 
w hich the restoration o f industria l ou tput was 
inconceivable and unemployment inescapable. I t  must 
be emphasized tha t payment fo r Polish coal is effected 
by a m utua l goods exchange, a system much more 
convenient to European countries than the purchase 
o f coal from  overseas sources, generally on a ’ ’hard”  
currency basis.

I t  must be added, in  summing up these notes, tha t 
not only does the post-war output o f Polish coal 
mines show a rap id  increase, bu t tha t the ind ica 
tions are tha t exports o f coal w ill m ain ta in  the ir 
high level.

Coal and coke exports from  Poland developed m uch m ore rap id ly  after the 2nd W orld  W ar, than those of other 
European solid fuel exporters. Polish coal exports, which amounted in  1937 to scarcely 12% of the total of Euro
pean exports, had increased, by 1947, to 49% . The supply of Polish coal w ill, given peaceful co-operation between 
nations, continue to prove of v ita l im portance for the economic development of numerous European countries

M
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PROSPECTS F O R  T H E  F U T U R E  
Sustained development o f industria l production in  

Europe for many years to come w ill, given peaceful 
co-operation between a ll nations, constitute the fund
amental factor in  raising the standard o f liv ing  and 
stim ulating the development o f culture throughout the 
w orld . Europe is and w ill be compelled to im port 
more raw  materials essential fo r her industries, trans
port and agriculture (p rim a rily  o il, cotton, wool and 
non-ferrous metals) than is conceivable, so tha t i t  w ill 
take a long tim e before she is able to indulge in  the 
luxu ry  o f im porting  coal from  other continents to meet 
her power, fuel, industria l and m etallurg ical require
ments. Certain countries w hich were, u n til 1939, 
trad itiona l coal exporters, are, since the ir own growing 
home demand is outpacing the coal output, not now 
in  a position to satisfy the requirements o f coal im po rt
ing countries. The supply o f Polish coal w ill,  therefore, 
provided norm al conditions o f m utua l in ternational 
economic co-operation —  unhampered by hindrances 
o f a po litica l or other nature —  are created, prove 
o f v ita l importance for the economic development o f 
numerous European countries compelled to re ly on 
im ported coal. Poland w ill, as a result o f the mechanisa
tion  o f collieries and the consequent increase in  the 
annual coal output to 100 m illio n  tons by 1955, be 
in  a position to ju s tify  expectations o f supplying a sub
stantial pa rt o f Europe’s coal requirements.





THE POLISH CHEMICAL INDUSTRY
here is, among the wealth o f  natura l 
resources w ith  which Poland abounds, 
a num ber o f basic raw  materials which 
constitute the foundation and have 
encouraged the development o f the 
chemical industry.

Poland has substantial coal and brown 
coal deposits; the appreciable percent
age o f caking coal ensures libera l de- 
the coke and coke processing industry, 

the base fo r those branches o f the chemical industry 
such as the manufacture o f dyes, organic semi- 
-products, drugs, plastics, synthetic fibres, p lan t pest 
contro l media, etc., w hich are re lian t on coal deriva- 
atives; i t  also provides the base fo r the high organic syn
thesis and the n itra te  compounds industries. *

Rock salt deposits, most conveniently located in  
various parts o f the country, in  the v ic in ity  o f both the 
coal basin and the high-grade limestone processing 
works, make the development o f the sodium industry 
possible in  a ll its forms.

The production o f sulphuric acid is ensured, apart 
from  home resources o f zinc blende and pyrites, by 
supplies o f other sulphurous raw  materials, such as 
anhydrite  and gypsum.

A  varie ty o f minerals and ores (in  pa rticu la r zinc, 
lead, arsenic, copper and, to a certain extent, nickel 
and chrom ium ), together w ith  wood and farm  p ro 
ducts, complete the range o f indigenous raw  ma
terials on w hich the chemical industry relies, and 
provide the opportun ity  fo r an a ll-round and balanced 
development o f this industry.

The Polish chemical industry failed, du ring  the 
in te r-w ar period, however, in  spite o f these favourable 
conditions, to p lay any m ajor role in  w orld  economy; 
exports comprised m ain ly  raw  materials, and such 
were inva riab ly  in  the least refined form .

I t  was not u n til after the Second W orld  W ar that, 
fo llow ing the emancipation o f nationa l economy from  
the influence o f foreign monopolies which form erly 
th ro ttled  the expansion o f Poland’s chemical industry, 
the period o f vigorous development o f this industry 
could begin.

The dynamics o f this development w ill best be 
appreciated from  the fact tha t the value o f chemical 
industry ou tpu t amounted, by the end o f the Three- 
-Year Plan, i.e . in  1949, to two and a h a lf times the 
1938 output (on a comparable price basis); the rate 
at which the production potentia l increased enabled 
this industry to assume one o f the leading positions

. . .a n d  the  m od e rn  chem ica l la b o ra to ry  o f  today
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T h e  S ix  Y e a r P lan , now  in  the  course o f  be ing  im p lem en ted , envisages a ra p id  increase in  the va lue  o f  the  o u tp u t o f  the  chem ica l in d u s try , 
so m uch  so th a t i t  w i l l ,  b y  1955, be 9 tim es the  1938 va lue . T h e  p la n  o f  deve lopm en t o f  the  chem ica l in d u s try  has th ree  fu n d a m e n ta l a im s :

1) to  p ro v id e  an adequate q u a n tity  o f  chem ica l p roducts  w h ic h  v / i l l  im m e d ia te ly  in fluence  the  ra is ing  o f  th e  s tandard  o f  l iv in g  o f  the 
p o p u la t io n ;

2) to  ensure the  supp ly  o f  chem ica l p roduc ts  essential to  the  expansion o f  o th e r branches o f  P o lish  in d u s tr ie s ;
3) to  ensure an am p le  supp ly  to  P o lish  fa rm in g  o f  syn th e tic  fe rtilise rs , pes t-con tro l m edia  and o th e r chem ica l p roducts . T h e  peacefu l 

n a tu re  o f  the  tasks a llo tte d  to  the  P o lish  ch e m ica l in d u s try  finds its expression in  the in d iv id u a l p rov is ions o f  the  S ix -Y e a r P lan .
O u r  illu s tra tio n  shows an in te r io r  v ie w  o f  one o f  the  P o lish  chem ica l works



C he m is try  in  the  service o f  the b u ild in g  trade
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among the other industria l branches in  People’s 
Poland.

This was the period o f substantial increase in  the 
output o f goods pa rticu la rly  im portan t fo r the norm al 
development o f other branches o f nationa l economy, 
a success which was achieved by the restoration and 
extension o f works already in  existence, by starting 
the production o f a num ber o f items never produced 
in  pre-war Poland —  as for instance new types o f dyes, 
certain medical remedies (inc lud ing  pen ic illin ) and 
carbon electrodes—-as well as by considerably increas
ing  the range o f organic semi-products and inorganic 
salts; no less im portan t in  the achievement o f this 
success was the organisation and pu tting  in to  opera
tion  o f the Chemical Reagents Works.

The features o f this spectacular expansion o f the 
Polish chemical industry were entire ly natura l, a fact 
which increased, the rate o f development o f this in 
dustry under the provisions o f the Six-Year Plan. The 
ou tpu t o f the chemical industry is planned to increase, 
during the 1950— 1955 period, to such an extent that 
i t  w il l u ltim a te ly  amount to 3.7 times the 1949 figure, 
or almost 9 times the 1938 ou tp u t; the rise in  the rate 
o f increase o f the production potentia l o f the chemical 
industry w ill be almost one and a h a lf times greater 
than tha t o f other branches o f Polish industry.

The rate o f increase in  the production potentia l o f 
the Polish chemical industry w ill, in  1955 alone, be 
higher than for the entire pre-war period o f capitalist 
adm inistration, extending over some tens o f years.

The chemical industry w ill reach a position second 
only to the coal m in ing  in d u s try ; i t  w ill constitute one 
o f the leading factors in  ensuring the im plem entation 
o f the fundam ental task o f the Six-Year Plan —  the 
task o f bu ild ing  the foundations o f socialism in  Poland.

T ha t the problems o f the chemical industry are 
concerned w ith  production for the purposes o f peace 
is obvious from  the ind iv idua l items envisaged by this 
plan.

C h e m is try  in  the  service o f  fa rm in g

Thus, the targets o f the Six-Year Plan provide for 
the fo llow ing rates o f increase in  ou tpu t : n itra te  fe r til
isers —  3.4 times, phosphatic fertilisers— 3 times, p lan t 
pest control media — 11 times ; provision has also been 
made, arising out o f the newly discovered deposits o f 
potassium salts, fo r starting production o f potassium 
fertilisers.

The output o f soda ash w ill, by 1955, amount to 
390000 tons, tha t o f caustic soda —  to 160000 tons 
and the ou tpu t o f sulphuric acid, estimated at 100% 
H 2S 0 4, w ill increase to 540000 tons.

The production o f synthetic fuels and lubricants, 
already started, w ill be substantially increased; new 
plants fo r the production o f synthetic rubber and fa tty  
acids and for numerous semi-products contingent on 
coal derivatives and acetylene w ill also be pu t in to  
operation.

The increase in  the output o f cellulose w ill, in  the 
course o f the Six-Year Plan, increase to 420000 tons; 
tha t o f paper to 530000 tons; o f rayon —  to 17000 
tons; o f steelon filaments —  to 2000 tons; o f dyes —  
to 7900 tons and o f carbon electrodes —  to 31000 tons.

The increase in  the ou tpu t o f the plastics industry 
w ill be tw en ty fo ld ; tha t o f the pharmaceutical indus
try  —  sevenfold ; o f the rubber industry —  fourfo ld 
and o f the pa in t and varnish industry —  eightfold.

The general increase in  output in  a ll branches o f the 
chemical industry w ill,  at the same time, be attended 
by a substantial augmentation o f the range o f goods 
produced.

Provision has been made, concurrently w ith  the 
large-scale extension o f the chemical industry, for 
modernisation o f equipment and, in  in tim ate  and 
direct co-operation w ith  Polish science circles and on 
the basis of the latest practical achievements o f leading 
countries, p a rticu la rly  the U.S.S.R., fo r a steady im 
provement o f production practice.

The rising production o f the Polish chemical in-
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dustry presents opportunities fo r the export o f a number 
o f chemical products.

This export continues systematically to increase, both 
in  quan tity  and range, as well as in  the num ber o f 
countries reached.

W hile, in  1946, approxim ate ly 20 articles were 
exported to 8 countries only, the lis t o f goods exported 
in  1950 included as many as 150 items, the num ber 
o f im porting  countries increasing to 37.

The main chemical products now being exported are :
i n o r g a n i c  g r o u p  o f  c h e m i c a l s :  caustic soda, 

soda ash, calcium  chloride, sulphates, arsenic, 
calcium  carbide, zinc salts, am m onium  chloride, 
sodium thiosulphate, hydrosulphite, sodium n itr ite , 
sodium chlorate, potassium perchlorate, potassium 
n itra te ;

o r g a n i c  g r o u p  o f  c h e m i c a l s : dyes, B -naphthyl- 
amine, phenyl-betanaphthylam ine, fo rm alin , 
G-acid, H -acid, benzidine, o-toluidine, p-to lu- 
id ine, an iline o il, p -n itroan iline , trichloro-ethylene, 
tu rpen tine ;

c a r b o n  d e r i v a t i v e s  g r o u p  : benzol, naphthalene, 
cresols, carbon and graphite electrodes, anode 
compound, electrode cements and compounds, 
heating rods, carbon linings, m inor carbon m anu
factures ;

p a i n t s  g r o u p :  zinc oxide, lithopone, ultram arine.
I t  is obvious, pa rticu la rly  in  view o f the substantial 

increase which the sodium, nitrates and inorganic salts 
industries are to provide in  the num ber o f products 
earmarked for export, tha t Poland’s export prospects 
are bound to increase in  step w ith  the expansion and 
development o f the chemical industry. The range o f 
organic semi-products and dyes available fo r export 
w il l also be considerably increased, and there w ill be 
prospects o f exporting synthetic tanning extracts, p lan t 
pest contro l media, plastics and chemical reagents.

The export o f chemicals from  Poland is in  the hands 
o f ’ ’Ciech” , Jasna 10, Warsaw.

C h em is try  in  the  service o f  hea lth

C h em is try  in  the  service o f  the  arts
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PROSPECTS OF DEVELOPMENT IN THE EXPORT 
OF AGRICULTURAL AND FOOD PRODUCTS

he prospects o f  deve lopm en t in  the  e xp o rt 
fro m  People ’s P o land  o f  a g r ic u ltu ra l fa n d  food  
p roduc ts  m ust be assessed b y  rev iew in g  the  
expansion o f  a g r ic u ltu ra l p ro d u c tio n  as p ro 
v id e d  fo r in  the  S ix -Y e a r P la n  o f  E conom ic  
D eve lopm en t w h ic h  envisages an  a ll- ro u n d  
im p ro ve m e n t in  P o lish  fa rm in g .

A g r ic u ltu ra l p ro d u c tio n  is p la n n ed  to  in -  
rease, d u r in g  th is  s ix-year p e rio d , b y  50%  
above the  1949 leve l.

Even the  1949 o u tp u t surpassed the  p re -w a r leve l b y  m ore  than  
o n e -h a lf and , b y  the end o f  the  S ix -Y ea r P lan , i t  is a n tic ip a te d  th a t 
o u tp u t w i l l  a m o u n t to  m ore  th a n  doub le  the p re -w a r figures.

T h e  S ix -Y e a r P la n  makes p ro v is ion  fo r  the  fo llo w in g  m a in  
lines o f  deve lopm ent.

T h e  p la n  m en tioned  envisages a m ore  ra p id  rise in  livestock 
p roduc ts  th a n  in  vega tab le  p roducts  —  the percentage increase, 
in  the jcase o f  the  fo rm e r, be ing  68%  and, in  th e  case o f  the la t
te r  —  3 9 % . T h e  1955 va lue  o f  vegetab le  p roducts  w i l l ,  in  con
sequence, a m o u n t to  124.4%  and  th a t o f  livestock p roducts  to  
135%  o f  the  p re -w a r va lue. W hea t and  b a rle y  are the  cereals 
on th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  w h ic h  th e  greatest emphasis is la id . T h e  
o u tp u t o f  w hea t w il l ,  as com pared  w ith  1949, increase b y  5 8 % , 
and  o f  b a rle y  —  b y  9 0 % . T h e  p la n  also p rov ides fo r a large-scale 
deve lopm en t f o f  in d u s tr ia l fib rous p lan ts. Em phasis is fu rth e r  
la id  on  increasing  fodde r p ro d u c tio n , in  o rd e r to  p ro v id e  a p e r
m anen t basis fo r  extensive stock b reed ing . T h e  acreage o f  green 
fodder, legum inous a nd  ro o t c rop  cu ltu res w i l l ,  there fore , be 
cons ide rab ly  increased. Success in  the  p la n n ed  increase o f  a g r i
c u ltu ra l p ro d u c tio n  is m ade p r im a r i ly  dependent on  increasing 
the  y ie ld  p e r hectare. T h e  increase in  the  o u tp u t o f  the fo u r cereal 
crops w il l ,  b y  the end o f  the  P lan , a m o u n t to  4 1 % , as com pared 
w ith  1949.

T h e  P lan  prov ides, in  the  case o f  livestock p roducts , fo r  a con
s iderab le  increase in  th e  y ie ld  p e r head o f  fa rm -stock.

T h e  ach ievem ent o f  the  tem po re q u ire d  in  the  a ll- ro u n d  de
ve lopm en t o f  a g ric u ltu re  is, p r im a r ily ,  rendered  possible as the

T h e  S ix -Y e a r P la n  (1950— 1955) p rov ides fo r a 50 %  increase in  
fa rm  o u tp u t as com pared  w ith  1949. T h is  rem a rkab le  tem po o f  
deve lopm en t is be ing  m ade possible b> th e  in tens ive  m echanisa
t io n  o f  fa rm  processes, the  increase in  th e  su p p ly  o f  syn the tic  

fe rtilisers a nd  the  e le c tr if ica tio n  o f  v illages

resu lt o f  the  p ro v is ion  b y  industries o f  a techn ica l base fo r the 
recons truc tion  o f  a g ricu ltu re .

T h e  te ch n ica lJ re co n s tru c tio n  o f  a g r ic u ltu re  depends on the 
m echan isa tion  o f  fa rm in g , the  su p p ly  o f  syn th e tic  fe rtilisers  and 
extensive e le c tr if ic a tio n  o f  v illages. T h e  n u m b e r o f  trac to rs  in  
ope ra tion  on  farm s w il l ,  d u r in g  th e  s ix  years, increase five fo ld . 
T h e  va lue , as com pared  w ith  1949, o f  a g r ic u ltu ra l m ach in e ry  
supp lied  to  farm s w i l l  increase b y  270% .

T h e  supp ly  o f  syn th e tic  fe rtilisers, in  term s o f  k ilog ram s o f  pu re  
com ponen t p e r hectare , w i l l  increase, as com pared  w ith  1949, 
b y  127%  and, com pared  w ith  th e  p re -w a r pe rio d , b y  a lm ost 600% .

E le c tr if ic a tio n  w i l l ,  d u r in g  th is  s ix-year p e rio d , a ffec t 8900 
com m un ities  w h ic h  w i l l  also be supp lied  w ith  e le c tric  m otors 
and  equ ipm en t. P rov is ion  has been m ade in  the  S ix -Y e a r P lan  
fo r a p a r t ic u la r ly  la rge  increase in  p ro d u c tio n  on S ta te-ow ned 
farm s, w h ic h  w i l l  d u r in g  th is  p e rio d  have developed in to  fnode l 
socia list farm s. T h e y  w il l ,  u lt im a te ly , p la y  a p ro m in e n t ro le  in

p ro v is ion in g  the  cities and  in  su p p ly in g  peasant farm ers w ith  
select seeds and  ped ig ree  stock.

Development of agricu ltu ra l and food products industries 
under the S ix-Year Plan

T h e  increase o f  a g r ic u ltu ra l p ro d u c tio n  u n d e r the  S ix -Y e a r 
P lan  p rov ides the  base fo r a ra p id  deve lopm en t o f  the in d iv id u a l 
branches o f  the  a g ric u ltu ra l and  food  industries. T o  these industries 
is a llo tte d  the task o f  ra is in g  the  s tanda rd  o f  l iv in g  o f  the p o p u 
la t io n  b y  su p p ly in g  the  m a rke t w ith  a s tead ily  increasing  q u a n 
t i t y  o f  lood_*products.

P a r tic u la r  a tte n tio n  is be ing  devoted n o t m ere ly  to  increasing 
the o u tp u t o f  p ro d u c tio n  enterprises in  these industries, b u t also 
to  m ode rn is ing  th e ir  p la n t and  to  system atic im p ro ve m en t o f  the 
q u a lity  standards , o f  th e ir  p roducts . T h e  agg rega teT p roduc tion  
figures s tip u la ted  in  the  S ix -Y e a r P la n  fo r  th e  a g r ic u ltu ra l and 
food p roducts  industries show an  increase o f  a lm ost 100% , as 
com pared  w ith  1949; thus, fo r  instance, the  o u tp u t o f  sugar w il l ,  
in  the course o f  s ix years, increase b y  4 8 %  ; th a t o f  the  fats indus
t r y  —  b y  194%  an d  the o u tp u t o f  the m eat and  m ea t processing 
in d u s try  w i l l  increase b y  2 2 3 % .

Rate of consumption during the 1950-55 period.
A n  increase in  fa rm  p ro d u c tio n  an d  in  the  o u tp u t o f  a g r ic u l

tu ra l and  food  p roduc ts  industries  w i l l ,  obv ious ly , resu lt in  an 
increased consum p tion  o f  staple a g r ic u ltu ra l p roducts  p e r head 
o f  p o p u la tio n .



T h e  S ix -Y ea r P la n  envisages, in  a d d it io n  to  increased aggre
ga te  consum ption  o f  the  va rious p roduc ts , im p ro ve d  standards 
o f  n u tr it io n .

T h is  applies to  an increase in  the  consum ption  o f  a lbum inous  
p roduc ts  and  fats as w e ll as o f  f r u i t  a nd  vegetables. P a rtic u la r  
stress is la id  on increased consum p tion  o f  m ilk  and d a iry  produce . 
T h e  d a ily  c a lo rific  va lue  o f  foods consum ed is estim ated to  be, 
tow ards the  end o f  the  S ix-year p e rio d , a p p ro x im a te ly  3645 ca l
ories p e r head.

E xpo rt of ag ricu ltu ra l products
T h e  deve lopm en t o f  a g r ic u ltu ra l p ro d u c tio n  o u tlin e d  above 

also lays th e  founda tions  fo r  a stable e xp o rt o f  fa rm  products .
A tte n t io n  is d ra w n  to  th e  fa c t th a t the  ra p id  res to ra tion  o f  

a g ric u ltu re  u n d e r the  p rov is ions o f  the o r ig in a l T h re e -Y e a r P lan  
o r E conom ic  R e cons truc tion  m ade possible, in  sp ite  o f  the eno rm 
ous havoc caused b y  w a r, a speedy resu m p tio n  o f  the e xpo rt 
o f  a g r ic u ltu ra l p roducts . T h e  va lue  o f  exports o f  a g r ic u ltu ra l and 
food  p roduc ts  a m oun ted , as e a rly  as in  1948, to  a p p ro x im a te ly  
9 °  m il l io n  do lla rs , the  share o f  these exports in  the  aggregate 
va lue  o f  a ll exports a m o u n tin g  to  a p p ro x im a te ly  2 0 % . I t  is 
beyond  any d o u b t th a t the  ra p id  strides m ade b y  a g ricu ltu re , 
tog e th e r w ith  the scope o f  deve lopm ents w il l ,  in  a d d it io n  to 
s te a d ily  ra is ing  the  s tanda rd  o f  l iv in g  o f  the  c o u n try ’s p o p u la tio n , 
p ro v id e  an increased surp lus o f  fa rm  p roduce  and  o th e r food 
p rod u c ts  to  be ea rm arked  fo r  export.

P o land  has m ade h e r reappearance on  fo re ig n  m arke ts n o t 
m e re ly  a rm ed  w ith  the  fu l l  p re -w a r lis t  o f  a g r ic u ltu ra l an d  food 
p rodu c ts , b u t also s trengthened b y  the  tendency system atica lly  
to  increase the  range o f  sem i-p roducts and  processed foods.

E xport of livestock products

T h e  p reponderance  in  P o la n d ’s exports o f  a g r ic u ltu ra l liv e 
stock p roducts  o ve r vegetab le  p roduc ts  w il l ,  as a resu lt o f  the 
trends o f  deve lopm en t in  a g ric u ltu re  envisaged b y  the S ix-Y ear 
P lan , become m ore  m arked . T h e  lis t o f  livestock p roducts  exported  
fro m  P o land  is headed b y  bacon, h am  and  canned m eat p roducts, 
eggs, p o u ltry , f is h  and  b u tte r. These p roduc ts  are, in  q u a n tity  
a n d  q u a lity , lea d in g  item s in  P o la n d ’s a g r ic u ltu ra l expo rt. Pigs 
b red  in  P o land  revea l e xce p tion a lly  fin e  q ua litie s , m a in ly  as the 
re su lt o f  the d ie t consisting o f  potatoes, ba rley , rye  and  sk im m ed 
m ilk  on w h ic h  they  are  fed and  w h ic h  produces a be tte r q u a lity  
m eat and  fa t th a n  i f  they  w ere fed on m aize. P o lish  bacon exports 
w h ich , in  1938, represented 5 .3 %  o f  w o r ld  exports, increased 
to  7 .6%  in  1948 and  to  14%  in  1950.

R e g u la r co -opera tion  between bacon factories and  breeders, 
w he reby  breeders are g iven  the  assistance o f  ins truc to rs  and advisers 
and  p ro v id e d  w ith  breed-stock, has caused the increase in  the 
o u tp u t o f  bacon to  be a ttended  b y  a steady im p ro ve m en t in  q u a lity .

P rem ium s are g ra n te d  to  breeders s u p p ly in g  pe rfec t bacon 
specimens o f  pigs. T h e  e xp o rt o f  bacon is sub ject to  r igorous con 
t ro l b y  the  State s tanda rd isa tion  au tho ritie s . T h e  requ irem ents  
in  te ch n ica l eq u ip m e n t o f  bacon factories ca te rin g  fo r e xp o rt and 
in  san ita ry  and  v e te rin a ry  co n tro l have in  recent years been t ig h t 
ened also.

C anned m eat p roducts  are ano th e r im p o r ta n t ite m  o f  Polish 
exports . 4  hese em brace a w id e  range o f  p roduc ts  such as ham , 
shoulders, p o rk  lo in , tongue, chopped ha m , veal and  the  like .

The q u a lity  and  fla vo u r o f  Po lish  canned m eat p roducts  sustain 
a h ig h  re p u ta tio n  in  fo re ig n  m arkets. Po lish  canned h am  in  p a r t ic 
u la r  has earned fam e th ro u g h o u t the w o r ld  fo r  its un iq u e  q u a lity .

P o lish  exports in c lu d e , in  a d d it io n  to  canned m eat p roducts , 
liv e  pigs a nd  frozen  o r  c h ille d  carcases, in  halves o r  w hole .

T h e  e xp o rt o f  m eat-stock, bee f o r  vea l, is h a rd ly  o f  im p orta n ce , 
in  v ie w  o f  the  d e fin ite  tre n d  to  concentra te  on m ilk  breeds in  
th e  cou n try .

P a rtic u la r  reference m ust be m ade to  s laughter-house b y -p ro 
ducts as an im p o r ta n t ite m  o f  P o la n d ’s exports. These in c lu d e  
a n im a l g lands, ga ll, b ladders, p ig  m aws, c a lf  veils, c h itte rlin g s  
and  casings, renne t pow der, ed ib le  and  techn ica l ge la tine. Polish 
bristles, in  a com p le te  range o f  qua litie s  and colours —- an a rtic le



Bacon exports fro m  P o la n d .w h ic h  a m oun ted  in  1938 to  5 .3 %  P o lish  farm ers are specially 
o f  w o r ld  exports, ha d  increased, in  1948, to  7 .6%  a r d  in  1950

to  14%  _____________

in te rested  in  p o u lt ry  b re e d in g

fo r  w h ic h  the re  is a b ris k  dem and  b y  fo re ig n  customers —  is 
y e t a n o th e r n o te w o rth y  ite m . T h e  P o lish  bristles in d u s try  has, 
since the  Second W o r ld  W a r, been cons ide rab ly  expanded and  
m odern ised, so m uch  so, th a t 90 %  o f  a ll Po lish  bristles are n ow  
machine-processed.

E xport of pou ltry  and eggs
D eve lopm en t o f  p o u lt ry  b reed ing  on an  extensive scale is re 

sponsible fo r an a b u n d a n t a v a ila b il ity  fo r  e xp o rt o f  b o th  p o u lt ry  
an d  eggs.

K il le d  p o u lt ry  o n ly  is exported . T h e  p re p a ra tio n  o f  p o u lt ry  
fo r  e xp o rt is sub jec t to  rigorous s tanda rd  specifications and  v e t
e r in a ry  regu la tions.

E xports  in c lu d e  chickens and  sp ring  chickens, tu rkeys, l ig h t 
w e ig h t geese an d  ducks. A n c il la ry  to  the  increasing  e xp o rt o f  
p o u lt ry  is a s tead ily  deve lop ing  e xp o rt o f  feathers an d  dow n , the 
range in c lu d in g  b e d d ing  feathers, dow n , p illo w s , goose feathers, 
in d u s tr ia l feathers, tu rk e y  feathers, etc. Eggs have a lw ays been 
an  im p o r ta n t lin e  in  P o la n d ’s exports o f  fa rm  p roduce . T h e  fa c t 
th a t chickens are fed on a d ie t consisting o f  n a tu ra l food  o n ly  
has a considerable in fluence  on  m a in ta in in g  the  eggs in  fresh 
c o n d itio n  w h ile  a t the  same tim e  im p ro v in g  th e ir  fla vo u r. E xports  
co m p ly  s tr ic t ly  w ith  e ffective  w e ig h t standards. P o land  has, since 
th e  w a r, in a u g u ra te d  the  e xp o rt o f  o il-d ip p e d  eggs and  l iq u id  
frozen egg, in  a d d it io n  to  fresh shell eggs.

E xport of dairy  produce
T h e  m a in  item s o f  d a iry  p roduce  exported  b y  P o land  are 

b u tte r  and  casein. T h e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  e xp o rt b u tte r  is subject, 
u n d e r S tate co n tro l, to  rigorous s tanda rd  specifications. E x p o rt 
b u tte r  is m ade fro m  pasteurised cream , p u re  cu ltu res o n ly  be ing  
used, an d  reveals the  h ighest standards o f  fla vo u r, s truc tu re  and  
consistency. B u tte r  is exported  in  barre ls  lin e d  w ith  pasteurised 
paper.

T h e  h ig h  s tanda rd  o f  ac id  casein in  p a rt ic u la r , adap ted  to  the 
requ irem ents  o f  in te rn a tio n a l trade , has led  to  casein o f  th is  p a r t ic 
u la r  k in d  be ing  in  g rea t dem and in  w o r ld  m arkets fo r  some

considerable tim e. R enne t casein is a bou t to  be in c lu d e d  in  o u r  
e xp o rt lis t.

E xport of game
V a s t forest areas and  organised h u n tin g  econom y cause P o land  

to  be an im p o r ta n t expo rte r o f  game. E xp o rts  in c lu d e  boars, stags, 
does, hares, pa rtridges  and  pheasants. L iv e  an im a ls are also e x p o rt
ed, in  a d d it io n  to  k ille d  game.

Export of fish and fish products

E xpo rts  in  th is  lin e  are  s tead ily  on the  increase. L iv e  fresh -w a te r 
fish a va ila b le  fo r  e xp o rt in c lu d e  p e rch -p ike , b ream  a nd  carp . 
T h e  m a in  varie ties o f  sea-fish exported  are cod, cod fille ts , sa lm on 
and  eel. C anned fish  is a va ilab le  in  a w id e  range o f  p rod u c ts  
n u m b e rin g  some 20 varie ties. P o land  is also one o f  E u ro p e ’s 
lea d in g  p roducers an d  exporters o f  craw fish.

E xport of cereals

Cereals were, in  p re -w a r P o land , a p ro m in e n t ite m  o f  a g r ic u l
tu ra l exports.

T h e  s tru c tu re  o f  the e xp o rt o f  cereals has changed cons ide rab ly  
since th e  w a r  a nd  is no w  con fined  to  m a ltin g  b a rle y  o n ly . P o land  
is, considering  c lim a tic  cond itions an d  he r a g ra r ia n  system, p a r t ic 
u la r ly  w e ll p laced  fo r c u lt iv a t io n  o f  m a ltin g  ba rley . T h e  im p o r ta n t 
social transfo rm a tions w h ic h  have taken  place' in  th e  c o u n try  
account fo r  a substan tia l increase in  the  q u a n tity  o f  m a ltin g  b a rle y  
p rodu ce d  in  P o land  and  fo r  considerab le  im p ro ve m e n t in  q u a lity  
s tandard  (cf. o u r a rtic le  dea lin g  fu lly  w ith  th is  sub ject in  N o . 9 o f  
o u r m agazine.)

Export of industria l p lant seeds

T h e  deve lopm ent o f  Po lish  industries  faces a g ric u ltu re  w ith  
the  p ro b le m  o f  su p p ly in g  adequate quan titie s  o f  h ig h  q u a lity  ra w  
m ateria ls . P o land  s seed fa rm in g  p o lic y  is, there fo re , concentra ted  
on  the  p ro d u c tio n  o f  in d u s tr ia l c u ltu re  seeds ensuring the  highest 
possible y ie ld  and  q u a lity . T h is  applies p r im a r i ly  to  sugar-beet 
and  oleiferous fib re  p lants.
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Polish  sugar-beet seeds w ere, even p r io r  to  the  w a r, renow ned 
in  a ll p r in c ip a l m arkets and  w ere exported  to  the U n ite d  K in g d o m , 
S pa in , I ta ly ,  R u m a n ia  and  th e  U n ite d  States. A  n u m b e r o f  new 
m arke ts have been secured since the w ar.

P o la n d  has ava ila b le  fo r  e xp o rt a com ple te  range o f  sugar-beet 
seed varie ties, such as h igh-sugar, h ig h -c ro p  and  n o rm a l. A tte n tio n  
is p a rt ic u la r ly  d irec te d  to  a v a r ie ty  w ith  h ig h  sugar con ten t and 
im m u n e  to  le a f disease —  cercospora be tico la . T h is  v a r ie ty  gives 
ex tre m e ly  sa tis factory results in  S ou the rn  E u rope  w here  ep idem ic 
le a f disease used to  cause disaster every year.

T h e  fo llo w in g  oleiferous p lan ts  are bred, an d  seeds e x p o rte d : rape 
(Brassica napus o le ife ra ), tu rn ip  (Brassica rap a  o le ifera) —  b o th  
in  w in te r  and  sp ring  varie ties —  and  m usta rd  (S inapis a lba ). T h e  
v a r ie ty  o f  rape  seed a va ila b le  in  P o land  fo r  w in te r  sow ing is ex
c e p tio n a lly  h a rd y .

T h e  w in te r  an d  sp ring  varie ties o f  rape  cu ltiv a te d  in  P o land
also y ie ld  a heavy c rop  and  are o f  a h ig h  fa t con ten t.

* >

Sugar export

T h e  sugar in d u s try  is t ra d it io n a l to  P o land . T h e  firs t Po lish  
sugar w orks w ere founded  in  the  ea rly  h a lf  o f  the  19 th  cen tu ry . 
T h e  sugar o u tp u t in  P o land  am oun ted , even p r io r  to  the  F irs t 
W o r ld  W a r, to  a p p ro x im a te ly  6%  o f  the  w o r ld  o u tp u t o f  beet 
sugar. P o land  ranked , before the  Second W o r ld  W a r, f i f th  in  
E u ropean  sugar p ro d u c tio n , a fte r the U . S. S. R ., G erm any, France 
and  Czechoslovakia.

T h e  heavy w a r  dam age to  sugar-beet p la n ta tio n s  and  the sugar 
in d u s try  was, how ever, soon repa ired , so th a t exports w ere able 
to  be resum ed as e a rly  as in  1946/1947. Sugar, p r io r  to  the recent 
w a r, was one o f  the  le a d in g  item s am ong P o la n d ’s a g ric u ltu ra l 
exports . T h e  p r in c ip a l customers a t th a t  tim e  w ere B e lg ium , 
th e  U n ite d  K in g d o m , F in la n d , Greece, G erm any, N o rw a y , R u 
m an ia , S w itze rla n d  and  I ta ly .  I n  spite o f  the r is in g  hom e m a rke t 
dem and , the  steady increase in  o u tp u t p ro v id e d  the  o p p o rtu n ity  
to  increase the  vo lu m e  o f  exports an d  to  add  to  the  n u m b e r o f  
coun tries  to  w h ic h  Po lish  sugar is be ing  exported.

T h e  sugar in d u s try  is in  a pos itio n , m oreover, to  o ffe r fo r  expo rt 
molasses, d r ie d  sugar-beet roots and  d r ie d  sugar-beet p u lp .

E xport of confectionery

T h e  Polish  con fec tio n a ry  in d u s try  embraces some dozens o f  
factories, a n u m b e r o f  w h ic h  have achieved w o rld -fa m e  fo r  the 
q u a lity  o f  the  con fectione ry  p roduced .

T h e  a ttra c tiv e  range o f  p roducts  o f  the P o lish  con fec tiona ry  
in d u s try  covers some 960 item s, d iv id e d  in to  the  fo llo w in g  m a in  
g ro u p s : 1) sweetmeats, 2) chocolate, 3) honey  cakes, b iscu its and 
wafers, 4) m aca ron i, 5) m iscellaneous p roducts.

P a r tic u la r  care is taken  in  th e  selection o f  ra w  m ate ria ls  and  
ing red ien ts , cons ide ra tion  be ing  g iven  to  fla vo u r, n u tr it iv e  va lue  
and  p u r ity .

R a w  m ate ria ls  selected fo r processing are  subjected to  analysis 
in  labo ra to ries  a ttached  to  every con fec tiona ry  fac to ry .

T h e  ready  p ro d u c t is also su b m itte d  to  rigorous o rgano lep tic  
and  la b o ra to ry  exam in a tio n , and  con fec tiona ry  factories are super
vised b y  the  S tate In s t itu te  o f  H yg iene . T h is  m eticu lous selection 
an d  scrupulous co n tro l o f  ing red ien ts  is responsible fo r the  exce llen t
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B u tte r an d  casein are the  lead ing  P o lish  d a iry  exports

P o la n d  is an im p o r ta n t e xp o rte r o f  m a ltin g  ba rley . O u r  illu s tra tio n  
shows th resh ing  in  progress a t a P o lish  v illa g e

fla v o u r and  n u tr it iv e  va lue  o f  the  p roduc ts  o f  the con fec tio n a ry  
in d u s try . M u c h  care is also devoted to  a ttra c tiv e  and  hyg ie n ic  
pack in g . C om ple te  m echan isa tion  o f  m a n u fa c tu rin g  processes and  
p a ck in g  operations ensure th a t a l l  the  requ irem ents o f  hyg iene 
are co m p lied  w ith .

T h e  present e xp o rt o f  Po lish  con fectione ry  is fa r  in  excess o f  
p re -w a r figures.

E xport of dried chicory root
D rie d  ch ico ry  ro o t has fo r  lo n g  been p roduced  in  P o land . T h e  

famous W ło c ła w e k  ch ic o ry  fa c to ry , to  quo te  an instance, was 
founded  in  1816. P ro p itio u s  so il a nd  c lim a tic  cond itions  and  
age-o ld  t ra d it io n  in  the  c u lt iv a tio n  and  d ry in g  o f  ch ico ry  com b ine  
to  create a su itab le  basis fo r  the  deve lopm en t o f  th is  in d u s try . 
A d a p ta tio n  o f  new  ch ic o ry  ro o t va rie ties  an d  m ode rn isa tion  o f  
d ry in g  p la n t have been conduc ive  to  a fu r th e r  increase in  p ro 
d u c tio n  an d  im p ro ve m e n t in  q u a lity . T h e  fa c t th a t exports o f  
d rie d  ch ic o ry  ro o t have spread to  such countries as F rance , B e l
g iu m , I ta ly ,  S w itze rland , A u s tr ia , the  N e the rlands , F in la n d , 
U . S. A ., etc. is conclusive p ro o f o f  the  h ig h  q u a lity  o f  th is  p ro d u c t.

E xport of products of the ferm entation industry
T h e  prospects o f  deve lopm en t o f  th e  fe rm e n ta tio n  in d u s try  

co n tin ge n t on  a s tead ily  e xp and ing  base o f  hom e-p roduced  ra w  
m a te r ia l, a re  e xce p tion a lly  p rom is ing .

Beer an d  m a lt  are the  basic p ro d u c tio n  sections o f  the  fe rm en ta 
t io n  in d u s try . T h e  e xp o rt o f  m a lt in g  b a rle y  and  m a lt  consti
tu te d , even p r io r  to  the recent w a r, an im p o r ta n t ite m  o f  P o la n d ’s 
a g r ic u ltu ra l export. P ost-w ar recon s tru c tion  and  re h a b ilita t io n  
o f  a g ric u ltu re , toge the r w ith  recon s tru c tion  o f  m alt-houses, m ade 
possible ra p id  resum p tion  o f  these exports.

T h e  P ilsen a nd  V ie n n a  type  o f  lig h t-c o lo u re d  m a lt  is a staple 
e xp o rt p ro d u c t o f  o u r fe rm e n ta tio n  in d u s try , an d  fo re ign  m arkets 
are fa m il ia r  w ith  th e  h ig h  q u a lity  s tanda rd  o f  th is  v a rie ty . T h e  
fe rm e n ta tio n  in d u s try  produces, m oreover, d a rk  m a lt  fo r  M u n ic h  
type  beer, as w e ll as m a lt  fo r  fe rm e n ta tio n  purposes.

M a lt  is packed in  s tandard  sacks w ith  an  im p re g n a ted  lin in g  
to  p ro te c t the  contents fro m  m oistu re .

O th e r  p roduc ts  o f  o u r fe rm e n ta tio n  in d u s try  lik e ly  to  p rove  
o f  in te rest to  fo re ign  customers in c lu d e  f r u i t  syrups and  m usta rd  
in  a w id e  range o f  sp icy flavours.

E xport of seed potatoes
E xtensive p o ta to  c u lt iv a t io n  in  P o land  (y ie ld in g  a p p ro x im a te ly  

15%  o f  w o r ld  p ro d u c tio n ), u n u sua lly  favo u ra b le  c lim a tic  and 
so il cond itions  in  the  co u n try , as w e ll as years o f  experience in  
im p ro v in g  the  q u a lity  o f  p o ta to  varie ties, have created excep tiona l 
o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  seed potatoes.

Q u a lif ie d  seed potatoes, en jo y in g  a h ig h  re p u ta tio n  in  fo re ign  
m arkets, have been expo rted  fro m  P o la n d  since 1925.

P o land  produces the  fo llo w in g  va rie ties  o f  seed po ta toes: ea rly , 
m od e ra te ly  ea rly , la te  and  ex tra  la te . These va rie ties  can, to  
in d ica te  th e ir  uses, be classified as ta b le  potatoes, tab le  and  feed 
potatoes, feed potatoes an d  in d u s tr ia l potatoes w ith  a h ig h  starch 
con ten t, an d  genera l purpose  potatoes.

T h e  c h ie f im p o r t in g  coun tries fo r  P o lish  seed potatoes w ere 
B e lg iu m , F rance, P o rtu g a l, S w itze rland , I ta ly ,  F rench  M orocco , 
A lg e ria , Is rae l, A rg e n tin a , U ru g u a y  an d  B ra z il.

E xp o rts  o f  seed potatoes w ere  resum ed in  1948.

P ost-w ar p ro d u c tio n  o f  seed potatoes is based on p re -w a r 
varieties.

P a r tic u la r  e fforts  are  concentra ted  on  im m u n is in g  potatoes 
aga inst w a r t disease (syn ch y tr iu m  end ob io ticu m ) and  p la n t 
disease (p h y to p h th e ra ), as w e ll as on p re ve n tin g  m osaic and degen
e ra tion .

P lan ta tions  p ro d u c in g  q u a lif ie d  seed potatoes fo r  e xp o rt are  
subjected to  treb le  f ie ld  co n tro l. E ach  consignm ent is, m oreover, 
exam ined  b y  special q u a lif ic a tio n  inspectors w ho  have to  satisfy
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T h e  excellence o f  P o lish  a lco h o lic  liq u o rs  causes them  to  be in  
increasing  dem and  in  fo re ig n  m arke ts

T h e  s tead ily  deve lop ing  sugar o u tp u t p rov ides, in  spite o f  the 
heavy pos t-w a r increase in  hom e consum p tion , substan tia l export 
q u a n titie s  fo r a s tead ily  w id e n in g  vista o f  coun tries im p o r t in g  * 

P o lish  sugar

themselves th a t the  potatoes are  f i t  fo r exp o rt. In spec tion  o f  seed 
potatoes app lies to  a l l  stages —  fro m  so rtin g  to  lo a d in g  fo r  export.

R epresentatives o f  the  State P la n t P ro te c tion  Service are respon
sib le  fo r  th e  p a ra lle l hyg iene  co n tro l.

N o  consignm ent is a llow ed  to  be exported  unless i t  is p ro v id e d  
w ith  a ’ ’Q u a lif ic a tio n  C e rtific a te ”  and  a ’ ’C e rtifica te  o f  O r ig in  
an d  Soundness” .

E x p o r t potatoes are, m oreover, exam ined b y  S tandards Inspec
tors a t lo a d in g  sta tions and  sh ip p in g  ports .

These rigorous c o n tro l measures fu l ly  guaran tee  the  standard  
o f  seed potatoes supp lied  to  fo re ign  customers.

E xport of products of the potato processing industry
Large-scale p o ta to  p ro d u c tio n  in  P o land  has created excep tion 

a lly  favou rab le  o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r  the  deve lopm en t o f  the  p o ta to  
processing in d u s try . T h e  o u tp u t capa c ity  o f  th is  in d u s try  has been 
expanded — • in  fa c t a lm ost treb le d , as com pared  to  its  p re -w a r 
s itu a tio n . T h e  m a in  p roduc ts  o f  m a jo r  in te rest to  im p o rte rs  a re : 
a) p o ta to  m eal (fa rina ) S uperio r, o f  h ighest p u r i ty  o f  s tandard , 
w ith  a m a x im u m  m ois tu re  con ten t o f  20%  ; b) d e x tr in  —  w h ite , 
l ig h t  cream , y e llo w  an d  d a rk , th e  m o is tu re  co n ten t a m o u n tin g  
in  the  case o f  w h ite  d e x tr in , to  fro m  11 to  1 4 % , and  in  the  case 
o f  ye llo w  d e x tr in  —  to  fro m  10%  to  13%  ; c) w a te r-w h ite  l iq u id  
g lucose; d ) p o ta to  flakes w ith  a m a x im u m  m o is tu re  con ten t o f  
15% , an d  c e rta in  o th e r item s.

T h e  p roduc ts  o f  the  Po lish  p o ta to  processing in d u s try  h o ld  
a h ig h  re p u ta tio n  in  fo re ign  m arke ts ; th e y  co m p ly  w ith  w o r ld  
standards and  are  ab le  to  satisfy the  m ost exacting  dem ands o f  
fo re ign  customers.

E xport of products of the d istilling industry
P ro d u c tio n  o f  a lco h o lic  liq u o rs  is concentra ted  in  the  S tate 

S p ir its  M o n o p o ly  w h ic h  owns num erous d is tille ries , refineries 
an d  p la n ts  fo r  the d e h yd ra tio n  o f  a lcoho l. R a p id  res to ra tion  o f  
the  a lcoho l in d u s try  an d  steady deve lopm en t o f  ra w  m a te r ia l

sources have been in s tru m e n ta l in  n o t o n ly  m ee ting  the  hom e 
dem and, b u t also in  p ro v id in g  an e xp o rt surp lus.

E xpo rts  in c lu d e  m a in ly  ’ ’Po lish  Choice V o d k a ”  (’ ’ W yb o ro w a ” ) 
and  the fam ous H a r tw ig -K a n to ro w ic z  b ra n d  o f ’ ’C h e rry  C o rd ia l” . 
Po lish  V o d k a  ’ ’ W yb o ro w a ”  is a h ig h  class p u re  a lco h o lic  d r in k , 
79° p ro o f, an d  conta ins no  f la v o u rin g  o r  a rom atics.

P o lish  V o d k a  ’ ’ W yb o ro w a ”  is m ade fro m  the  h ighest grade 
a lcoho l. Customers in  va rious coun tries  f in d  i t  a d m ira b le  fo r 
cockta ils , o r  consume i t  neat.

I t  blends w e ll w ith  a ro m a tic  f ru it ,  p ro d u c in g  a p o te n t d r in k  
o f  exce llen t fla vo u r.

C h e rry  C o rd ia l is p roduced  fro m  h ig h -g ra d e  re c tif ie d  a lcoho l, 
choice ch e rry  ju ic e  and  ch e rry  essence, w ith  the a d d it io n  o f  pu re  
sugar.

E xport of green fodder seeds

A m o n g  the  green fodde r seeds cu ltiv a te d  in  P o land  and  e xp o rt
ed, c love r (T r ifo liu m  sp.), m ed ick  (M e d ig o  sp.), com m on vetch
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(V ic ia  sa tiva ), f ie ld  pea (P isum  arvense) and  se rra d illa  (O rn ith o p u s  
sp.) seeds c a ll fo r  p a r t ic u la r  m en tio n .

Sweet L u p in  (L u p in u s  sp.) heads the  lis t  o f  pap ilionaceous 
p lan ts . N o ta b le  success was ach ieved b y  P o lish  seed growers in  
sweet lu p in  c u lt iv a t io n  even d u r in g  the  p re -w a r p e rio d .

N o w , w hen  th e  p la n  fo r  the  deve lopm en t o f  seed g ro w in g  is 
g e ttin g  in to  its s tride , sweet lu p in  c u lt iv a tio n  is a b o u t to  reach 
its peak, an d  o u r seed farm s are, in  sp ite  o f  the heavy hom e dem and , 
ab le  to  su p p ly  substan tia l quan titie s  o f  th is  va lu a b le  fodde r p la n t 
seed fo r  export.

P o land  exports, m oreover, considerab le  q u a n titie s  o f  m an g o ld  
S up e rio r q u a lity  m an g o ld  seed-stock is a va ilab le , y ie ld in g  

a h ig h  ro o t an d  le a f c rop , as w e ll as a h ig h  p ro p o r tio n  o f  d ry  sub
stance. P a r tic u la r  care is taken  in  the  c u lt iv a tio n  o f  seed to  render 
the p lan ts  im m u n e  to  le a f disease (cercospora be tico la ).

E xpo rt of vegetable seeds
Reference m ust also be m ade, w h ile  discussing the e xp o rt o f  

seeds in  genera l, to  vegetab le  seeds. T h e  ra p id  res to ra tion  o f  th is  
sector o f  seed fa rm in g  has m ade i t  possible n o t m e re ly  to  supp ly  
hom e dem and, b u t also to  a lloca te  a ce rta in  surp lus fo r  expo rt.

Seed stock o f  in te rest to  o u r fo re ig n  customers in c lu d e s : o n ion  
seeds —  p a r t ic u la r ly  the  P o lish  ’ ’ W o lska” , ’ ’Z i t ta u ”  and  ” K o d a ”  
varie ties, red  beet seed, legum inous p la n t seeds, such as peas and 
beans (b o th  ru n n e r and  d w a rf) ,  cucum ber seeds —  p a rt ic u la r ly  
o f  va rie ties su itab le  fo r  p ic k lin g , ca rro t, sp inach an d  le ttuce  seeds.

E xport of vegetables
O n io n  ranks firs t and  forem ost in  the  e xp o rt o f  vegetables. T h e  

’ ’W o lska”  v a r ie ty  achieved considerab le  p o p u la r ity  in  num erous 
fo re ig n  m arke ts even before th e  recen t w a r. I t  has a nea t ro u n d  
shape, w ith  s traw -co lou red  o r  s lig h tly  redd ish  scale, and  a de lica te  
fla v o u r an d  a rom a. A  p a r t ic u la r ly  im p o r ta n t q u a lity  o f  the 
’ ’ W olska”  o n io n  is th a t i t  w i l l  keep w e ll i f  s tored over a long  
p e rio d . E xp o rts  are based on advance con trac ts  p laced  w ith  
fa rm ers to  w h o m  q u a lif ie d  seed stock is supp lied  fo r  th is  purpose.

T h e  Polish  f ru it ,  vegetable a nd  preserver in d u s try  relies on  h ig h - 
-class ra w  m a te r ia l, m ode rn  processing m ethods and  s tr ic t c o m p li

ance w ith  s tanda rd  regu la tions
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P lan ta tions  are, m oreover, u n d e r the  constan t care an d  super
v is ion  o f  h o r t ic u ltu ra l ins truc to rs .

E x p o rt q u a lity  onions are sub ject to  s tandard  inspection, three 
s tandard  grades be ing  p ro v id e d  fo r in  the  spec ifica tion , v iz . :  
’ ’Po lish  O n io n ” , ’ ’O n io n ”  an d  ’ ’ In d u s tr ia l O n io n ” . O n ions are 
exported  in  tw o -co lo u r co tto n  bags h o ld in g  25 kg  each.

O th e r  fresh vegetables expo rted  in c lu d e  cabbage and  hothouse 
cucum bers.

Export of vegetable and fru it  preserves

T h e  ra p id ly  e xpand ing  vegetable an d  f r u i t  preserves in d u s try  
supplies fo r e xp o rt a n u m b e r o f  high-class p roducts .

T h e  ra w  m a te r ia l a va ila b le  fo r th is  purpose  is o f  excep tiona l 
q u a lity ,  w h ile  processing m ethods are m ost u p -to -d a te  and  subject 
to  rigorous p ro d u c tio n  inspec tion  and  s tandard  specifications.

T h e  p r in c ip a l a im  o f  th is  in d u s try  is to  p roduce  a p ro d u c t w h ich  
sha ll in  appearance, fla vo u r, v ita m in  an d  o th e r  n u tr it iv e  substance 
con ten t resem ble, as closely as possible, th e  r ip e , fresh p roduce  
fro m  w h ic h  i t  is m ade.

C h ie f am ong the  p roducts  exported  are f r u i t  preserves ( f ru it  
p u lp )  —  a va lu a b le  sem i-p ro du c t fo r h igh-class ja m  and  m arm a 
lade, m ade fro m  choice f ru it .  T h e y  in c lu d e  m a in ly  s traw be rry , 
rasp b e rry , b la c k -c u rra n t and  ch e rry  p u lp .

A n o th e r lin e  w o r th  m e n tio n in g  is the  ju ic e  o f  raspberry , s traw 
b e rry , b la c k -c u rra n t an d  che rry , together w ith  pear, ch e rry  and 
peach compotes. A p p le  pu ree  (app le  b u tte r ) , m ade o f  choice 
app le  varie ties, is ye t ano th e r h ig h -q u a lity  e x p o rt p ro d u c t.

V ege tab le  preserves fo r  e xp o rt in c lu d e  p ic k le d  cucum bers, 
h ig h ly  esteemed in  fo re ig n  m arkets, canned green peas and 
k id n e y  beans, asparagus etc. '' ..................

E xport of edible forest products

M edicinal herbs
T he re  has been in  recent years an increased dem and  fo r  m ed ic 

in a l herbs, due  p ro b a b ly  to  the  s a tu ra tio n  o f  the m a rk e t w ith  
in o rg a n ic  rem edies, b u t p r im a r i ly  to  the  d iscovery an d  a p p re 
c ia tio n  o f  the va lue  o f  v ita m in s , as w e ll as to  a re tu rn  to  the  un ique  
ac tive  com pounds generated in  the  p la n t w o r ld . P o land  is an 
im p o r ta n t p ro d u ce r and  exp o rte r o f  m e d ic in a l herbs. P ro d u c tion  
o f  herbs in  P o land  is based n o t m ere ly  on  p la n ta tio n s , b u t also 
on the  g a the rin g  o f  herbs g ro w in g  w ild .

M e d ic in a l herbs are tested fo r  th e ir  m e d ic in a l va lue  b y  the  
State S c ie n tific  In s t itu te  a t Poznan U n iv e rs ity .  H erbs in te n de d  
fo r  e xp o rt are, m oreover, sub ject to  standards inspection. T he  
e xp o rt lis t  o f  m e d ic in a l herbs inc ludes som e 30 item s, b o th  p ro 
cessed an d  semi-processed, cleaned, so rted , and chopped, as 
w e ll as p roducts  ready fo r  im m e d ia te  use, such as he rb  m ix tu res 
and essences.

T h e  P olish  f r u i t  and  vegetable preserves in d u s try  produces h ig h - 
q u a lity  preserves w h ich  closely rep roduce , in  appearance, fla vo u r, 
v ita m i i  and  Other n u tr it iv e  substance con ten t, the  fresh p roduce  

fro m  w h ic h  they  are m ade

L a rg e  forest areas an d  ra t io n a l o rg a n isa tio n  o f  the. ed ib le  
forest p roducts  econom y have m ade a va ila b le  a su p p ly  o f  à n u m b e r 
o f  p roduc ts , renow ned in  fo re ig n  m arkets.

B ilbe rries , fo r  instance, are u n riv a lle d  in  E u rope  fo r  fla vo u r 
an d  sugar con ten t. P o lish  s tanda rd  specifica tions de te rm ine  
freshness, consistency, dryness a n d  p u r i ty  o f  b ilbe rrie s  p repared  
fo r export. B ilbe rries  are d ispa tched in  nea t baskets m ade o f  p ine  
fo r  f i r  sp lin ts, h o ld in g  2 7 5 0  gram s each. T h e  b ilb e rry  season lasts 
in *P o la n d  fro m  the  15 th  Ju n e  to  the  1 0 th  A ugust. P o land  also 
offers fo r  e xp o rt a n u m b e r o f  o th e r forest berries, such as fox- 
berries (V a c c in iu m  v itis  idaca ), cranberries  (O xycoccus q u a d r i-  
p o ta la ), b lackberries (R ubus fruticosus), w ild  raspberries (R ubus 
idacus) —  b o th  in  f r u i t  an d  n a tu ra l ju ices.

M ushroom s are  am ong the  basic forest p roduc ts  expo rted  by  
P o land . T h e  num erous ed ib le  m ushroom s a va ila b le  fo r  e xpo rt 
in c lu d e  the E d ib le  Boletus (Boletus edu lis), C han te re lle  (C an tha - 
re llus c iba rius ), S afron M i lk  C ap (La c ta riu s  deliciosus) and 
P sa llio ta  cam pestris. M ushroom s are expo rte d  b o th  d ry  and 
salted. T h e y  cons titu te  va lu a b le  ra w  m a te r ia l fo r  m anu factu re rs  
o f  preserves an d  extracts, besides be ing  f i t  fo r d ire c t consum ption . 
M ushroom s ea rm arked  fo r  e xp o rt are sub ject to  la b o ra to ry  exam 
in a tio n  acco rd ing  to  the  T a y lo r  (U . S. A .)  m e thod , as w e ll as to  
supervis ion b y  the  S tate In s t itu te  o f  H yg iene .

31
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■ a  im portan t transactions have already 
■ red  by People’s Poland for the supply o f 

B i  from  countries o f Western Europe. Thus,

Cotton fabrics . . . —  153

Linen fabrics . . . —  177

■ p o r t in g  from  France, in  exchange for Polish W oollen fabrics . . -  153
■ P e r  equipment, p lan t fo r our m etallurg ical and 

Brining industries, m otor vehicles, machine tools F o o tw e a r ................. —  248

o on. These transactions, to ta lling  in  value some Phosphatic fertilisers. —  328

he im plem entation o f the Six-Year 
Plan between 1949 and 1955 signifies 
a period o f momentous transformation 
in  the annals o f Polish economy. Po
land is, from  the backward and chiefly 
agricu ltu ra l country i t  form erly was, 
rap id ly  being converted in to  a country 

pnderance o f industries over agriculture, 
x preasing production means and a rap id  

■Opulation in  industria l cities and settlc-

tens o f m illions o f dollars, are among the largest in  
Europe. Tw o agreements have, moreover, been con
cluded w ith  the U nited K ingdom  for the supply o f 
goods to the value o f 35 m illion  pounds sterling. D e liv 
eries under these contracts were, u n til the m iddle o f 
1950, pursuing a norm al course. Certain British suppli
ers have, however, much to the detrim ent o f the ir 
own interests, taken the regrettable course o f adopting 
a d iscrim inatory po licy in  respect o f certain orders 
placed w ith  them —  a course w hich was, obviously, 
bound to underm ine Poland’s reliance in  them.

pesses are, obviously, also reflected 
vade. The economics o f pre-war 

h a lf a m illion  o f unem- 
distress among small-holders 
^comprised, w ith  the ir fam- 

— a ll this tended to curt- 
abate the importance o f 
National goods exchange.

s, the adoption o f 
*he rap id  tempo o f 

trum enta l in  urg- 
íerest in  main- 

w ith  w orld  
w ide range 
quipment, 

o f raw 
ily  ex- 
come, 

o li-

■rls 
•it in 

.imph- 
H jit ia l,  is 
o f capital 

S r  it accords 
• 'gcmenls and 

■Stare o f things
■Pm the U.S.S.R.

■ i d  the ir value, as 
BP year, should have

|P ’ s trade relations w ith  
■ P e o p le ’s Democracy, the 

K p lic  and People’s China 
H P  elements in  the dynam ic 

■ n t r y .  The expansion o f com- 
V i  a ll countries in  Europe and 

W F to the p rinc ip le  o f fa ir economic 
W on  equal rights and reciprocal 
aie same time, consistently fostered

Effect is being given to an im portan t transaction 
w ith  Ita ly , on a barter basis, for the supply, in  ex
change for Polish goods, o f Ita lia n  m otor vehicles and 
industria l equipment.

A n  agreement between Poland and Sweden for the 
supply o f power, ra ilw ay and industria l equipment is 
yet another feature o f our foreign trade.

The agreements instanced above are bu t a fraction 
o f the contracts placed by Poland for the supply o f 
capita l p lant.

Poland, in  pursuance o f her a im  o f bu ild ing  up 
a peaceful economy, entertains trade relations w ith  
numerous countries interested in  supplying goods we 
require. This does not, however, im p ly  tha t we disre
gard attempts at d iscrim inatory action —  a weapon 
which, we are deeply convinced, reacts p rim a rily  on 
its instigator. No one can be surprised i f  the fact o f 
default in  commitments causes Polish consumers to 
become re luctant and distrustful. O u r national econ
omy, in  the course o f its vigorous expansion, opens 
up an increasingly im portan t market fo r industria l 
equipment. M u tua l goodw ill and m utua l regard for 
the interests o f contracting parties are bound to make 

ssible the maintenance and expansion o f trade in  
J sector. The trad itiona l evolution in  the economics 

/W e s te rn  Europe, where not perverted by factors o f 
rfa supra-economic nature, causes considerable interest 

to be focused on the Polish market. Polish coal, farm  
produce and other goods are a ttractive  im p o rt items 
for these countries. I t  is ha rd ly  possible to believe tha t 
the best interests o f the countries o f Western Europe 
are well served by the po licy o f d iscrim ination thrust 
upon them and d irectly  responsible fo r the increase 
in  the do lla r deficit, as well as for the increase o f un 
employment and the decline in  standards o f liv ing .

A n  increase in  raw  m ateria l requirements is the 
natura l coro llary to the expansion o f Polish industries. 
I t  m ight appear to be strange tha t we are now, at a tim e 
when the market tendency is firm , draw ing attention 
to Poland as a market fo r the export o f raw  materials. 
I t  is, however, fo r the m erchant to look ahead and to 
realise tha t the present in fla ted demand for certain 
raw  materials is no permanent phenomenon and tha t 
a m arket such as Poland, not susceptible to crises, is, 
in  every respect, a valuable market. The few figures 
quoted below reveal the expansion o f certain branches 
o f our industry contingent, to a certain extent, on 
im ported raw  m ateria l. Tak ing  100 as the output 
index for 1949, Poland’s production index in  1955 w ill 
am ount t o :



im m f  WBu ,P**™ . |hAt4Qlk, j. . _< >) 7f »  .««¿■t Jtti

The Polish C
ham

ber of Foreign Trade arranged, in 1950, a W
ar-



he implem entation o f the Six-Year 
Plan between 1949 and 1955 signifies 
a period o f momentous transformation 

; in  the annals o f Polish economy. Po
land is, from  the backward and chiefly 
agricu ltu ra l country i t  form erly was, 
rap id ly  being converted in to  a country 

w ith  a preponderance o f industries over agriculture, 
w ith  sw iftly increasing production means and a rap id  
grow th in  the popula tion in  industria l cities and settle
ments.

tens o f m illions o f dollars, are among the largest in  
Europe. Tw o agreements have, moreover, been con
cluded w ith  the U n ited  K ingdom  for the supply o f 
goods to the value o f 35 m illion  pounds sterling. D e liv 
eries under these contracts were, u n til the m iddle o f 
1950, pursuing a norm al course. Certain British suppli
ers have, however, much to the detrim ent o f the ir 
own interests, taken the regrettable course o f adopting 
a d iscrim inatory po licy in  respect o f certain orders 
placed w ith  them —  a course which was, obviously, 
bound to underm ine Poland’s reliance in  them.

These surging processes are, obviously, also reflected 
in  Poland’s foreign trade. The economics o f pre-war 
Poland, stagnant since 1930, h a lf a m illio n  o f unem
ployed in  the cities, and distress among small-holders 
and landless peasants who comprised, w ith  the ir fam 
ilies, 40%  o f the population, —  a ll this tended to cu rt
a il the sales m arket and to abate the im portance o f 
Poland as a partic ipant in  in ternationa l goods exchange.

Profound social transformations, the adoption o f 
a system o f planned economy and the rap id  tempo o f 
economic development have been instrum ental in  urg 
ing  our country to reveal a marked interest in  m ain
ta in ing  close and far-reaching relations w ith  w orld  
markets. O u r interests apply not merely to a w ide range 
o f capita l goods, machinery and industria l equipment, 
bu t also to an increasingly extensive varie ty o f raw  
materials and technical products fo r our steadily ex
panding industry. The increase in  nationa l income, 
im provem ent in  the standard o f liv in g  and to ta l abo li
tion  o f unemployment as a social phenomenon stim 
ulate a rising demand for consumer goods.

A n increase in  Poland’s industria l ou tpu t by more 
than 150% is envisaged for the 1949— 1955 period, 
agricu ltu ra l production by over 50 %, bu ild ing  schemes 
by over 250%  and transport by 100% . This confronts 
Polish im ports serving the requirements o f national 
economy w ith  tasks o f great importance, the im p le 
mentation o f which rests on unrestrained in ternational 
goods exchange.

N oth ing  could be more reasonable than tha t imports 
from  the U.S.S.R. should occupy a leading position in  
Poland’s foreign trade. This m igh ty  country o f tr iu m p h 
ant socialism, w ith  un lim ited  economic potentia l, is 
obviously qualified to be our ch ie f supplier o f capital 
goods and raw  materials, pa rticu la rly  since i t  accords 
us the benefit o f convenient credit arrangements and 
reliable deliveries. I t  is, thus, in  the nature o f things 
tha t the range o f goods im ported from  the U.S.S.R. 
should have widened during  1951 and the ir value, as 
compared w ith  tha t fo r the previous year, should have 
increased by approxim ate ly 25% .

The rap id  grow th o f Poland’s trade relations w ith  
the U.S.S.R., the Countries o f People’s Democracy, the 
German Dem ocratic Republic and People’s China 
constitute one o f the basic elements in  the dynam ic 
development o f our country. The expansion o f com
mercial intercourse w ith  a ll countries in  Europe and 
overseas w hich adhere to the princ ip le  o f fa ir economic 
co-operation based on equal rights and reciprocal 
advantages is,, at the same time, consistently fostered 
by our country.

A  num ber o f im portan t transactions have already 
been concluded by People’s Poland for the supply o f 
capita l p lan t from  countries o f Western Europe. Thus, 
we are im porting  from  France, in  exchange fo r Polish 
coal, power equipment, p lan t for our m eta llurg ica l and 
coal m in ing  industries, m otor vehicles, machine tools 
and so on. These transactions, to ta lling  in  value some

Effect is being given to an im portan t transaction 
w ith  Ita ly , on a barter basis, fo r the supply, in  ex
change for Polish goods, o f Ita lia n  m otor vehicles and 
industria l equipment.

An agreement between Poland and Sweden fo r the 
supply o f power, ra ilw ay and industria l equipment is 
yet another feature o f our foreign trade.

The agreements instanced above are but a fraction 
o f the contracts placed by Poland for the supply o f 
capita l p lant.

Poland, in  pursuance o f her a im  o f bu ild ing  up 
a peaceful economy, entertains trade relations w ith  
numerous countries interested in  supplying goods we 
require. This does not, however, im p ly  tha t we disre
gard attempts a t d iscrim inatory action —  a weapon 
which, we are deeply convinced, reacts p rim a rily  on 
its instigator. No one can be surprised i f  the fact o f 
default in  commitments causes Polish consumers to 
become re luctant and distrustfu l. O u r nationa l econ
omy, in  the course o f its vigorous expansion, opens 
up an increasingly im portan t m arket fo r industria l 
equipment. M u tua l goodw ill and m utua l regard for 
the interests o f contracting parties are bound to make 
possible the maintenance and expansion o f trade in  
this sector. The trad itiona l evolution in  the economics 
o f Western Europe, where not perverted by factors o f 
a supra-economic nature, causes considerable interest 
to be focused on the Polish market. Polish coal, farm  
produce and other goods are a ttractive  im po rt items 
for these countries. I t  is ha rd ly  possible to believe tha t 
the best interests o f the countries o f Western Europe 
are well served by the po licy o f d iscrim ination thrust 
upon them and d irectly  responsible fo r the increase 
in  the do lla r deficit, as well as for the increase o f un
employment and the decline in  standards o f liv ing .

A n increase in  raw  m ateria l requirements is the 
natura l coro llary to the expansion o f Polish industries. 
I t  m igh t appear to be strange tha t we are now, at a tim e 
when the market tendency is firm , draw ing attention 
to Poland as a m arket fo r the export o f raw  materials. 
I t  is, however, fo r the merchant to look ahead and to 
realise tha t the present in fla ted demand for certain 
raw  materials is no permanent phenomenon and tha t 
a market such as Poland, not susceptible to crises, is, 
in  every respect, a valuable market. The few figures 
quoted below reveal the expansion o f certain branches 
o f our industry contingent, to a certain extent, on 
im ported raw  materia l. Tak ing  100 as the output 
index for 1949, Poland’s production index in  1955 w ill 
amount t o :

Cotton fabrics . . . —  153

Linen fabrics . . . —  177

W oollen fabrics . . -  153

F o o tw e a r ................. —  248

Phosphatic fertilisers, —  328
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These figures strik ing ly support the contention tha t 

Poland deserves to be treated as a valuable market for

I a num ber o f im portan t bu lk raw  materials. Be i t
Belgian or D utch flax, Argentine, Austra lian or 
French wool, phosphates from  Morocco, South A f
rican hides, ores and metals, cotton, raw  rubber 
or numerous other goods —  Poland’s grow ing de
mand for raw  materials ensures a regular and un 
disturbed m arket fo r them  a ll. Reciprocally—Poland’s 
increasing industria l and ag ricu ltu ra l production en-

I sures a reliable foundation for a m utua lly  advantage
ous trade exchange. In  exchange for im ports in to  
Poland can be offered steadily increasing quantities o f 
coal, coal derivatives produced by the chemical industry, 
farm  produce and numerous other commodities. This 
constitutes the proper basis fo r developing goods

I exchange —  a basis rad ica lly  at variance w ith  a ll
d iscrim inatory instructions w hich im peril the standard 
o f liv ing  o f the population, which im peril peace.

The standard o f liv ing  o f the popula tion o f Poland

I shows steady im provem ent; i f  100 is taken as the 1949
index o f per-capita consumption, the index fo r 1955 
w ill amount to 169. This explains w hy Poland is in te r
ested in  the im po rt o f a num ber o f food articles and

I consumer goods. We are interested in  the im po rt o f
citrus fru it  from  Ita ly , Israel and France; coffee from  
Brazil, cocoa beans, copra, Norwegian and Danish cod 
live r o il, herrings and fish from  the Scandinavian coun
tries, the Netherlands and the U n ited  K ingdom . Po
land is a regular customer for these and numerous 
other commodities, and her requirements w ill not be

affected by any k ind  o f crisis or m arket depression. 
This is fu lly  realised by far-seeing merchants who 
adjust the ir business not merely to current c ircum 
stances bu t also to prospects for the future.

O u r commercial partners in  other countries have 
had numerous opportunities to satisfy themselves o f the 
benefits inherent fo r them  in  the mere fact tha t Po
land ’s foreign trade is in  the hands o f commercial 
enterprises, organisationally and economically mature 
and specialised in  the ir respective lines o f trade. Scru
pulous execution o f contracts, p rom pt delivery and 
trustworthiness in  carry ing out commitments —  those 
are the principles which Polish foreign trade enterprises 
are, in  accordance w ith  instructions from  the ir con tro ll
ing  au thority , pursuing w ith  undeniable benefit to 
themselves and to the ir foreign partners.

I t  is the a im  o f the In te rna tiona l Economic Confer
ence in  Moscow to serve the noble cause o f im prov
ing the liv ing  standard o f the peoples by development 
and consolidation o f economic relations between va
rious countries and different economic systems.

People’s Poland, supported by the fra terna l co- 
-operation o f the Soviet U n ion and o f the Countries o f 
People’s Democracy, is developing her economy and 
laying the foundations o f a socialist structure.

Close and peaceful economic co-operation w ith  
countries o f other economic systems is desired by 
People’s Poland, fu lly  cognisant tha t such co-operation, 
free from  discrim ination and in trigue, w ill serve the 
cause o f prosperity and o f peace.

T h e  im p le m e n ta tio n  o f  the  S ix -Y ea r P la n  —  p a r t ic u la r ly  the  am b itio u s  investm en t p la n  —  faces 

Po lish  im p o rts  w ith  im p o r ta n t tasks w h ic h  depend on an unham pered  fo re ign  trade  exchange. 

O u r  illu s tra tio n  shows the u n lo a d in g  o f  in d u s tr ia l equ ipm en t supp lied  b y  the U .S .S .R . fo r P o la n d ’s

largest in d u s tr ia l scheme —  N ow a  H u ta



POLISH POSTAGE STAMPS ILLUSTRATE THE MORE 
IM P O R T A N T  FACTORS IN  THE COUNTRY'S  
SOCIAL,  E C O N O M IC  A N D  CULTURAL LIFE

The la rg e  m e ta llu rg ic a l co m b in e  
o f  N o w a  Huta, b e in g  b u ilt  b y  the 
jo in t e ffo r t  o f  th e  e n t ire  N a tion

B o les ław  B ie ru t —  P re s id e n t o f 
th e  R e p u b lic  o f  Po land

The  S ix -Y e a r P lan m eans 
100,000,000 tons o f  coal in  19SS

M a rie  C u rie -S k lod ow ska , em inen t 
Po lish sc ien tis t. She d isco ve re d , 
jo in t ly  w ith  h e r  husb and  —  P ie rre  

C u rie , ra d iu m

F ré d é r ic  C h op in  —  Stanisław  
M on iuszko , P o land 's  il lu s tr io u s  

com pose rs

N icho las  C o p e rn icu s , fam ous Po
lish  a s tro n o m e r, m ade  the  re v o l
u tio n a ry  d is c o v e ry  tha t the  

ea rth  m oves ro u n d  the  sun

T he  S ix -Y e a r P lan m eans 723,00 
n e w  liv in g  room s

The S ix -Y ea r Plan —  p lan  o f  
P o land 's  econom ic  d e ve lo p m e n t, 
in c re a se d  p ro s p e r ity  and tr iu m p h  

o f  cu ltu re
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The Polish Union o f Philatelists, embracing a ll post

age stamp collectors in  Poland, was organised in  thé 

m iddle o f 1950.

The Polish U n ion  o f Philatelists now has 14 d is tric t 

branches in  a ll m ajor provincia l centres and a consid

erable num ber o f branches in  industria l and commer

cial enterprises. Thé members o f the Union carry on 

a live ly  exchange w ith  stamp collectors throughout 

the w orld .

Polish postage stamps are prin ted by the in tag lio  p ro 

cess and are designed by eminent artists. They illustrate 

subjects o f m ajor interest in  the life  o f the nation —  

pa rticu la rly  subjects re la ting to the reconstruction o f 

the country —  and popularise the portra its o f the 

nation ’s most illustrious leaders.

A .S tate Philate lic Enterprise was founded in  1951 —  

an enterprise w ith  several sales branches in the m ajor 

cities and catering fo r the home market.

Foreign trade in  postage stamps is in  the hands o f 

’ ’ V A R IM E X ” , Polish Company fo r Foreign Trade, 

o f W ilcza 50/52, Warsaw, who supply to foreign custom

ers a ll varieties o f postage stamps so far issued in  

People’s Poland. ’ ’ V A R IM E X ”  can moreover, supply- 

a ll current Polish stamp issues on a subscription basis. 

A  special People’s Poland stamp a lbum  w ill be pub

lished in  1952, and this w ill be available to a ll foreign 

collectors and lovers o f Polish postage stamps.

P o L 1

P H 1 1L A  T



T h e  te x tile  in d u s try  has, as a resu lt o f  the  zealous w o rk  and  en
thusiasm  o f  Po lish  w orkers and  engineers, ra p id ly  advanced be
yo n d  the p re -w a r leve l o f  p ro d u c tio n , a nd  thus created the  basis 

fo r extensive e xpo rt trade

he export o f textiles from  People’s Po- 

land has assumed proportions which have 

I  k  no precedent in  history. The rap id  pace 

o f reconstruction and rehab ilita tion  

o f the country from  the effects o f the 
deliberate po licy o f devastation im ple
mented by the Nazi forces o f occupation, 
together w ith  the development o f key 

industries, account fo r tha t remarkable expansion o f 
foreign trade which we are witnessing. The fact that 
Poland was dependent on the im port o f machinery 
and raw  materials from  abroad faced the country w ith  
a gigantic task in  so fa r as exports —  inc lud ing  textile 

exports —  were concerned. The determined effort and 
spontaneous enthusiasm o f the Polish worker and 
engineer have been the param ount factors enabling 
the textile  industry to reach and eventually to surpass 
the pre-war level. M uch effort has been devoted to 
the reconstruction and extension o f existing m ills, while 
a num ber o f new m ills, equipped w ith  the most up-to- 
-date p lant, have been erected w ith in  the provisions o f 
the Six-Year Plan. Centralised management o f the 
ind iv idua l branches o f the textile  industry has created 
new, exceptionally favourable conditions for both pro
duction and fu rthe r expansion. In d iv idua l lines are 
now produced in  specific m ills having the best equip
ment and local conditions most advantageous to the ir 
manufacture. This applies in  pa rticu la r to the cloth 
fin ishing process, w hich is contingent on the qua lity



and properties o f what has a decisive effect on the 
qua lity  o f the fabric —  loca lly available water. Special
isation o f m ills fo r the production o f specific lines has 
made possible the mass-production o f h igh-qua lity  
standardised goods. A  more jud ic ious selection o f raw  
materials has, moreover, been made possible by cen

tra lisation as well as by the m utua l exchange between 
m ills o f tha t experience in  production processes which 
were form erly  treated as secrets most closely guarded 

by ind iv idua l enterprises. W ork emulation and the 
rationalisation contest among the employees o f in d i
v idua l m ills and between enterprises have yielded many 
technical improvements and inventions which have 
contributed towards an increase in  output and towards 

raising the standard o f goods.
P articu lar care has also been devoted to adapting 

Polish textile  fabrics to the requirements o f fashion and 
to the whims peculiar to consumers in  ind iv idua l 
countries. The approval w ith  w hich the qualities and 
patterns o f Polish fabrics are meeting in  foreign coun

tries is sufficient ind ica tion  o f success.
The Polish textile  industry can, in  so far as linen 

fabrics are concerned, reach back to the long-standing 
trad itions w hich s till influence the age-old folkcrafts. 

Home-grown raw  materials, fo r w hich Poland has 

for long been famous, combined w ith  an old, bu t 
steadily developing industry, have made Poland 
one o f the leading suppliers o f linen products.

Polish linen cloths have earned fame in  numerous 

markets fo r the ir h igh qua lity . For Jacquard and 
p rin ted  table cloths, in  pa rticu la r, made by the Ż y ra r
dów m ills, many countries sustain a steady demand.

Poland has, since the war, developed, paralle l w ith  
her table cloths and towels, the production o f ligh t 
linen dress fabrics. These fabrics are, due to the ir 
specific therm al properties and pa rticu la rly  to the ir 
de ligh tfu lly  cooling effect, em inently suitable for 
summer wear, shiris and trop ica l clothes. Considerable 

attention has also been devoted to the production o f 
tarpaulins, sailcloth and miscellaneous other technical 
fabrics, in  w hich the exceptional strength o f flax  fibres 

is o f p rim ary  value. M arked success has also attended 
experiments to produce creaseless linen and m ixed 
flax  and cotton fabrics. The process o f cottonising flax

by the so-called ’ ’ribbon method”  invented by Pro
fessor Bratkowski has overcome the m anufacturing 
difficulties o rig ina lly  experienced on account o f the 
discrepancy in  length between cotton and flax fibres.

The area o f flax  plantations in  the country has, as 
a result o f State aid, been substantia lly increased. The 

num ber o f spindles engaged on flax yarn spinning has, 
on the other hand, been trebled, as compared w ith  

1939.
Considerable progress has also been made since the 

war by the ju te  industry. Its  inherent elasticity and the 
ease w ith  w hich this m ateria l can be made to adapt 
itse lf to the requirements o f foreign markets have 

caused Polish-made ju te  sacks and fabrics to be in  
great demand among importers.

Special a ttention has been concentrated on the 
development o f the synthetic filam ent industry. This 
industry orig inated in  the period between the two 
w orld  wars, having been linked w ith  the large m ills 

producing rayon yarn. Poland is now exporting, in  
add ition  to viscose rayon yarn, products made from  
cut filaments and synthetic wool, and a po in t o f special 

interest is tha t Poland is one o f the few countries p ro 

ducing fabrics from  casein yarn.
The youngest branch o f the Polish textile industry 

is comprised o f the Steelon and Polan manufactures —  
the equivalent o f N ylon, bu t superior to the orig ina l 
product in  being capable, on account o f the ir strength 

and resistance to high temperatures, o f being ironed. 
Steelon filam ent is used, p rim a rily , fo r the manufacture 
o f stockings, bu t is also adapted for a num ber o f technical 
goods requ iring  a high tensile strength or resistance to 

acids. Fishing cast, lines and nets, as well as brushes 
and furn ishing fabrics —  practica lly  indestructible —  

are also made.
Rayon fabrics are made in  a galaxy o f qualities and 

designs. The Polish industry has become pa rticu la rly  
specialised in  p rin ted  dress fabrics, Scottish check- 
-pattern taffetas and linings. Rayon fabrics a#e exported 
in  large quantities to the U n ited  K ingdom , West 
European countries, Scandinavia and to overseas 

markets.
Exports also include furn ishing and decorative 

fabrics, unusually hard-wearing, and offered in  a range

People ’s P o land  has reconstruc ted  and su b s tan tia lly  m odern ised ex is ting  te x tile  m ills . A  n u m b e r o f  new  m ills , w ith  u p -to -d a te  equ ipm en t, 

have a t the same tim e  been erected. S pecia lisa tion o f  the  m ills  has led  to  each in d iv id u a l l i r e  o f  p ro d u c tio n  be ing  dea lt w ith  b y  specific 

m ills  h a v in g  the  m ost su itab le  eq u ip m e n t and loca l cond itions  fo r the  p a rt ic u la r  purpose.
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C entra lised  m anagem ent o f  the  Po lish  te x tile  in d u s try  has in tro d u ce d  s tanda rd isa tion  o f  p roducts  and  specia lisa tion o f  in d iv id u a l m ills  
and , consequently, the m ass-production  o f  s tandard  high-class goods adapted  to  e xp o rt m a rke t requ irem ents

■ m

o f a ttractive designs. The Polish textile  industry spe
cialises, moreover, in  the manufacture o f suitings, pa rtic 
u la rly  in  cord fabrics so popular in  recent years.

A  trad itiona l line o f the Polish textile  industry is 
comprised o f carpets and curtains. Certain brands o f 
carpets, such as the ’ ’Sorma”  and ’ ’K a b u l”  have been 
popu la r in  foreign markets fo r some years.

Perhaps one o f the oldest branches o f the Polish 
textile  industry and certa in ly the most developed is the 
woollen industry. Bielsko woollen cloths have been 
exported to neighbouring countries fo r years. In  
the post-war period, during  which Polish exports have 
risen to an extent w hich has eclipsed a ll pre-war figures, 
the woollen industry has begun to specialise in  suitings 
and gabardines w hich are now exported in  a wide 
selection o f attractive patterns and colours. The qua lity  
o f Polish woollens, made from  high-grade raw  mate
rials, is being pa rticu la rly  appreciated in  the U nited 

K ingdom , Sweden, Canada and other countries. The 
M idd le  East has for many years past been buying 
cloths specially made for this market. Dress fabrics 
and overcoatings are also exported.

The export o f cotton fabrics, produced m ain ly  in  the 
Łódź district, represents the highest percentage o f all 
other products o f the textile  industry. I t  includes, 
besides the trad itiona l grey and bleached fabrics, 
a pa rticu la rly  high percentage o f dress prints and 
fabrics w ith  raised pile. These cloths enjoy, on account 
o f the ir h igh qua lity  and designs specially suited to 

ind iv idua l requirements, great popu la rity  in  the Far 
East, to say noth ing o f European markets.

Poland has, moreover, resumed, since the war, the 
export o f ready-made clothing, kn itw ear and hat cones, 
as well as o f a number o f technical articles, the variety 
o f which is steadily being augmented.

Exports o f Polish textile  manufactures are concen
tra ted in  the hands o f ’ ’Getebe” , Exporters and Im p o rt
ers o f Textiles, Sienkiewicza 3,5 Łódź, whose wide expe
rience ensures prom pt and efficient service to custom

ers. The fact o f this organisation con tro lling  the entire 
output o f the Polish textile  industry gives customers 
the opportun ity  o f meeting the ir requirements in  one 
sole source, through the extensive network o f repre
sentatives and agents abroad.
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THE MANUFACTURE 
AND EXPORT 

O F  H A R D W A R E
xports, fo llow ing the Second W orld  
W ar, o f metal goods from  Poland were, 
considering the afterm ath o f the 1939 

Nazi invasion and the havoc throughout 
the country, unprecedented in  w orld  
history, resumed in  record time.

The bu lk  o f metal goods produced 
in  the course o f the in it ia l post-war 

is to say from  1945 to 1947, were alloca
ted exclusively fo r home market requirements. The 
only products o f the m etallurgical industry available 
for export at tha t tim e were p ig  iron , ro lling  m ill 
products and sheets.

The tide turned in  1947 when finished metal goods, 
fo r immediate use, were added to the export list. There 
has, since, been a steady increase in  ava ilab ility  in  the 
range and quantities o f household hollow-ware, in  
add ition to nails and wire.

E n a m e lle d  h o l lo w -w a re  heads the lis t o f house
hold ware exported. A  num ber o f Polish factories have, 
in  view o f the fact tha t overseas markets w hich provide 
our p rinc ipa l customers in  this line pu t forw ard specific 

requirements, d iffe ring  from  those o f the European 

markets in  so fa r as type, shape, colour and ornamenta

tion o f household utensils are concerned, organised 
special departments to cater exclusively fo r overseas 

markets. O ther departments specialise in  the m anu
facture o f high-class enamelware for the markets o f 
Western Europe. Exports o f household enamelware 

were resumed in  1948 and had, by 1949, risen to 85%  
o f the mean export figure for the 1937— 1938 period. 
The destinations included B ritish West A frica , French 
West and Equatoria l A frica , Madagascar, the Belgian 
Congo, the U nited K ingdom  (home market) and 
Turkey. The volume o f exports from  Poland o f house

hold enamelware, since the ir resumption after the war 
in terva l, amounted, in  1948, to 16% o f the to ta l exports 
from  Continental Europe and, in  1949, to 2 0 % ; Poland 

thereby occupied the second place among the nine 
leading producers on the European Continent.

The years 1949 and 1950 witnessed a fu rthe r increase 
in  the range o f goods made available and in  the num ber 
o f export markets. Polish factories took up the manu-



facture o f special items intended for the ind iv idua l 
markets. New markets w hich widened the pre-war 
fie ld o f exports were secured —  inc lud ing  Egypt, the 
U nion o f South A frica, Rhodesia, Transjordan, Le

banon, Syria, Iran , Peru, Venezuela, Colombia, Siam, 
Indonesia, Pakistan, Sweden and F in land.

G a lv a n is e d  b u c k e ts  are another line, equally 
successful among Polish exports o f sheet iron  hardware. 
The volume o f exports o f this com m odity has been, 
ever since 1949, several times greater than the average 
annual figure o f pre-war exports.

H  u r r ic a n e  la n te rn s  are yet another artic le  the 
export o f w hich shows a rap id  increase since the Second 
W orld  War. This is an item  which, because the output 
was not even sufficient to meet the home demand, had 
never been available fo r export p rio r to 1939.

P a r a f f in  la m p s  and, pa rticu la rly , paraffin  lamp 
burners, are a fu rthe r item  o f no mean importance in 
Polish hardware exports. Exports o f this artic le  were 

resumed in  1939, after an in te rva l o f 10 years, and 
have since caught up w ith  pre-war figures.

The m ain markets to which the export o f sheet iron 
goods referred to above is directed are the M idd le  
East and A frican  colonies.

The export o f w ir e  goods, p r im a rily  n a ils ,  s te e l 
a n d  i r o n  w ire ,  both black and galvanised, and 
b a rb e d  w ir e  was resumed in  1947 and has since 
shown a steady increase from  year to year, so tha t it  
exceeded, by 1951, the annual average o f pre-war 
exports. The export o f nails, in  particu la r, directed to 
more than 30 countries, has shown an increase o f 50 % 

over pre-war figures. Nails are supplied to any size 
specified by the customer and cover the complete 
range o f types, from  round and square section carpent
er’s nails, c lout nails fo r roofing fe lt and upholsterer’s 

nails, down to b lun t and pointed shoe tacks. Poland 
is among the leading na il exporters in  Europe and 
has an established reputation in  w orld  markets.

Polish industries have, in  the course o f the few years 
since the Second W orld  W ar, adapted the ir works to 
the production o f w ire goods such as were never fo r
m erly exported, or the export o f which was negligible. 
This applies to w ir e  ropes , m ain ly  black and gal van-



B lack tools fo r crafts and  a g ricu ltu re

the steadily increasing proportion  o f manufactures in  
an advanced state o f processing and, pa rticu la rly , o f 
goods ready for service. This is in  s trik ing  contrast to 
the pre-war export trade w hich showed a prepond
erance o f rough-finished steel and cast iron  goods.

The Six-Year Plan, now being implemented, envisages 
a fu rthe r substantial increase in  the output and scope 
o f the metal industry —  a course which w ill largely 

influence the expansion o f export trade in  these m anu
facturing lines.

The sole exporters o f hardware are ”  M E T A L - 
E X P O R T ” , Mokotowska 49, Warsaw, P.O. Box 442. 
Telephones: 74980, 74981 and 74982.

ised h o is t in g  ropes, galvanised w ire  fe n c in g  and 
w o o d  screw s.

O ther items previously never exported include 
fa rm e r ’s c h a in s  and b la c k  h a n d  to o ls  fo r fa rm ing 
and gardening, such as spades, shovels, forks, picks, 
potato diggers, axes and hammers. These goods, made 
s tric tly  to specimens supplied by foreign customers, 
have been h igh ly  appreciated. I t  must be emphasised 
that much e ffort and care have, under most try in g  
conditions, been expended by the Polish metal industry 
in  restoring, w ith in  a com paratively short period o f 
time, the export trade disrupted by the recent war.

A  characteristic feature o f the post-war Polish export 
trade in  metal goods, pa rticu la rly  since 1948/1949, is

B lack tools fo r crafts and a g ricu ltu re
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THE DUALITY OF POLISH CEITIEOT liïlPRO UES FROIH YEAR 1 0  YEAR
oland has taken up, in  the export o f 
Portland cement, a position among the 
w o rld ’s leading exporters. This applies 
not merely to quantity , bu t also to a 
still more im portan t factor —  quality.

The Polish cement industry and scien
tific  research institutions are, w ith  the ir 
sta ff o f eminent specialists ’—  both the
orists and men w ith  practica l experience 
behind them —  concentrating a ll the ir 
efforts on still fu rthe r im prov ing  the 
qua lity  o f cement by:-

1) explo itation o f those na tu ra l sources which yie ld 
a superior qua lity  raw  m ateria l;

2) steady im provem ent o f production methods;
3) in troduction  o f the most up-to-date technical 

equipment.
The fact tha t Poland possesses almost un lim ited  raw  

m ateria l deposits which originated in  various geological 
periods —  Devonian, Triassic, Jurassic —  facilitates 
the choice o f prim e materials fo r cement manufacture.

Scrupulous chemical analyses, as well as tests o f the 
technical properties, which are a function o f the chem
ical composition o f materials, are, p rio r to any deposit 
being exploited, carried out in  well-appointed labo r
atories.

This systematic contro l ensures tha t suitable ma
teria l on ly is accepted for fu rthe r processing.

The production methods, also, have been raised to 
the highest p itch  and adjusted to the exigencies o f 
those modern refinements in  p lan t which are regularly 
adopted by Polish works.

P lant embodying the latest improvements is being 
installed in  new cement works, and there is no lag 
in  current new investments in  existing works.

A ll these measures have been responsible fo r the 
steady im provem ent in  the qua lity  o f Polish cement. 
This has been repeatedly proved by tests carried out 
at the laboratories o f Messrs. R. H . Stanger o f London.

Analyses carried out a t these laboratories in  1947 
show the fo llow ing results :

tensile strength:
after 3 days —  480 lbs/sq. inch 
after 7 days —  560 lbs/sq. inch.

compressive strength:
after 3 days —  2670 lbs/sq. inch 
after 7 days —  4620 lbs/sq. inch

as compared w ith  British standard requirements which, 
according to British Standard Specification 12/47,are:

tensile s treng th :
after 3 days —  300 lbs/sq. inch 
after 7 days —  375 lbs/sq. inch 

compressive streng th :
after 3 days —  1600 lbs/sq. inch 
after 7 days —- 2500 lbs/sq. inch.

Thus, the figures by w hich Polish cement, in  1947, 
exceeded British standard requirements were as fo llow s:

a) fo r tensile strength,
after 3 days —  by 180 lbs/sq. inch
after 7 days —  by 185 lbs/sq. inch

b) fo r compressive strength,
after 3 days —  by 1070 lbs/sq. inch
after 7 days —  by 2120 lbs/sq. inch.

Tests carried out at the laboratories o f Messrs. 
R. H . Stanger in  1948 and 1951 show a fu rthe r in 
crease in  the strength o f Polish Portland cement, as 
w ill be seen from  the certificate issued by these labo r
atories on the 24th June, 1951:

1) tensile s treng th :
after 7 days —  580 lbs/sq. inch 

w hich is 205 lbs/sq. inch above the figure s tipu l
ated in  BSS/12/47 and 20 lbs/sq. inch above the 
1947 test figure.

2) compressive strength:
after 7 days —  5160 lbs/sq. inch 

thus exceeding by 2660 lbs/sq. inch the provisions



o f BSS/12/47 and by 540 ibs/sq. inch the 1947 
test figure.

The chemical composition, also, o f which the above 
technical properties are a function, fu lly  meets the 
optim um  conditions stipulated in  BSS/12/47, thus: 
insoluble residue :

according to BSS/12/47 — m axim um  1.0% 
according to qua lity  cer
tificate issued by R. H .
Stanger fo r Polish cement —  m axim um  0.73 % 

M gO  content :
according to BSS/12/47 •— m axim um  4.0%  
according to Stanger’s 
certificate —  1.9%

S 0 3 content :
according to BSS/12/47 —  m axim um  2.75%

according
certificate

to Stanger’s
1.44%

The im provem ent in  the qua lity  o f Polish cement is 
attended by a para lle l improvement in  the export 
service.

Orders received are dealt w ith  prom ptly , punctua lly  
and in  an efficient manner. O u r shipping department 
is making every effort to ensure the safety o f cement 
cargoes. The loading standards in  Polish ports have 
been raised, thus reducing tim e o f loading and, conse
quently, substantially reducing incidenta l costs incurred 
by the shipowners.

The export o f cement is in  the hands o f ”  M in  ex”  
L td ., E xport Bureau o f M inera l Products, K redytowa 4, 
Warsaw.

Com pressive s treng th  test
o f  Po lish  cem ent ca rrie d
o u t a t th e  labo ra to ries  o f
Messrs. R . H . S tanger o f
L o n d o n  in  1951 :

a fte r 3 days —  2670 lbs/sq.
inch .

a fte r 7 days —  5160 lbs/sq. 
inch .

T ens ile  test o f  P o lish  ce
m e n t ca rr ie d  o u t a t the 
labo ra to ries  o f  Messrs. R . 
H . S tanger o f  L o n do n  
in  1951 :

a fte r 3 days —  480  lbs/sq 
inch .

a fte r 7 days —  580 lbs/sq. 
inch .



THE EXPORT OF GLASS AND GLASSWARE
he early h a lf o f the present century 
was, fo r the m a jo rity  o f trades, revo

lu tiona ry  in  m anufacturing technique. 
M achinery came to replace manpow
er; in trica te  automatic p lan t, in  many 

respects more reliable than the human 
element, superseded the deft hands o f 
the craftsm an; factories gradually 

adopted the conveyor line method o f 
manufacture based on scientific principles.

The changes in  glass technology in  Poland were 
revolutionary. The Polish glass industry gradually 

abandoned its petty character, assuming the features 
o f a large industry. The speeding up o f production 

and improvements in  work economy resulted, much 
as in  other industries, in  large quantities o f ware be
com ing available at lower prices. Im proved systems o f 
glass-founding and mechanical pressing were the pre

cursors o f an effective mastery o f the problem  o f qua lity  

in  mass-production.

The Polish industry passed through this period o f 

evolution in  glass technology in  the course o f the last 
decades. By fa r the greatest tempo o f evolution has 
been witnessed during  the past 7 years and has been due 
to changes in  the po litica l and organisational struc
ture — nationalisation o f industries and in troduction  o f 
planned economy.

Concentration o f control o f a ll State-owned glass

works in  the hands o f a Central Board made possible 
a planned, ra tiona l and, thus, exceptionally rap id  
restoration o f this indus try ; i t  also made i t  possible to 
plan production according to market requirements and 
to the ou tpu t capacity o f ind iv idua l glassworks ; i t  enabled 

experience to be exchanged between the various works 
and fac ilita ted the specialisation o f ind iv idua l enterprises 
in  definite lines o f manufacture, accelerating at the same 
tim e the mechanisation and extension o f works.

p rio r to the Second W orld  W ar, owned m a in ly  by 

foreign capita l which restricted ou tpu t to the require
ments o f the home m arket, a llocating only an infin ites

im a l quan tity  fo r export. Nationalisation o f the glass
works has resulted in  the fu ll u tilisation o f the ir output 

capacity, a fact which has established a solid base for 
large-scale export.

Polish exports comprise, since the Second W orld  

W ar, the fo llow ing products : drawn and cast glass 

(figured and w ired), plate glass, household and illu m in 
ating glassware, glass containers and cut glass.

W in d o w  g lass is produced by the Fourcault p ro 
cess, in  grades A , B and G —  a range which is ad

equate to meet the requirements o f ind iv idua l markets. 
I t  is made in  thicknesses o f 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 mm. 
Polish w indow  glass is being supplied to markets p rac ti
cally throughout the world.

F ig u re d  g lass is made in  a range o f some 30 
patterns and is supplied to a ll those markets to which 

w indow  glass is exported. The standard thickness 
amounts to from  3 to 4 mm, though stouter figured 
glass can be supplied to customer’s order.

W ire d  g lass, tha t is to say —  glass reinforced by 
w ire sandwiched between the glass during  manufac
ture —  is used p rinc ipa lly  in  industria l architecture. 

Polish works manufacture w ired glass in  thicknesses 
ranging from  6 to 8 mm, w ith  a.) hexagonal, or so-called 
Georgian mesh wire, b) fine square mesh w ire, and
c) half-inch fused, or so-called melted mesh wire.

F ig u re d  w ire d  g lass, in  thicknesses o f from  6 
to 8 mm, is supplied to special order.

P la te  g lass is supplied in  V V V  and V V A  qualities, 
in  sizes from  0.09 m 2 to 6.96 m 2, by 4 m m  to 40 mm 
thick.

S h ip ’s g lass is supplied in  thicknesses up to  40 mm.

The w orking staffs engage w ith  eagerness and 
am bition  in  w ork emulation —- a fact w hich explains 

in  Polish glassworks the dynam ic o f work, expressed 
in  an increase in  w ork efficiency, in  the reduction to 

a m in im um  o f technical imperfections, in  the raising 
o f production standards, and so on.

Am ong a ll the changes w hich have taken place in  
the Polish glass industry since 1945, one is o f outstand
ing importance —  tha t o f Poland having become an 
exporter o f glassware. Glassworks in  Poland were,

S a fe ty  g lass. The export o f safety glass for m otor 
cars, omnibuses, etc. w ill shortly be begun.

G lass c o n ta in e rs  include beer bottles (made by 

autom atic process), carboys for acids (hand-processed), 
chemist’s glass, bottles and jars fo r preserves, honey, 

pickles, etc., accum ulator boxes, perfume bottles and 
siphons for aerated waters.

F lo u s e h o ld  g la s s w a re  includes a ll kinds o f table 
glass —  wine and cocktail glasses, tumblers, large and 
desert plates, decanters, salad dishes, sugar-basins,



Polish window and figured glass is supplied to buyers in almost all parts of the world

butter-dishes, mustard-pots, together w ith  vases and 
ash-trays. The workmanship o f Polish domestic glass
ware is declared by our customers to be o f the highest 
standard.
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I l l u m in a t in g  glassware comprises lamp-shades and 
globes in  a varie ty o f patterns and in  a fu ll range o f sizes.

C u t g lass. The Polish lead glass industry in 
troduces every year new patterns and ornamental 

cuts, h igh ly  valued by customers in  the Americas, 
Pakistan, Iran , Iceland and Australia.

Exports o f glass and glassware are concentrated in 
the hands o f ” M IN E X ” , K redytow a 4, Warsaw.

T h e  Polish  lead glass in d u s try  in troduces every year 

new  pa tte rns o f  cu t glass w are



POLISH EXPORT-QUALITY CHINAWARE
to produce porcelain were 

in  Europe as early as in  the 
century (under the Medicis in  

, yet i t  was not u n til the end 
o f the X V I I  century that the French 

C loud factory began to produce 
hat is called ” soft-paste” , or ” fr it-  

-porcelain” .

The European production o f ” W d -p a s te ” , or true 
porcelain, reached its development peak in  the X V I I I  

century. I t  was then tha t the famous factories at 
Meissen (1708), V ienna (1718), Vincennes (1740), 
St. Petersburg — now Leningrad (1744) Berlin (1750), 
Worcester (1751), Sevres (1756) and Copenhagen (1772) 
came in to  existence. The first porcelain factory in  
Poland was founded in  Korzec in  1783.

The reason w hy the production o f chinaware in  Po

land was not taken up u n til in  the 80’s o f the X V I I I  
century was tha t the famous Meissen factory was owned 
by the Polish kings o f the Saxon dynasty. Warsaw 

warehouses o f Meissen porcelain were able fo r some 

dozens o f years, to meet the country ’s requirements.

The founding o f the Korzec factory was soon fo ll
owed by the establishment in  Poland o f other porcelain 
factories. The de ligh tfu l masterpieces o f Belvedere, 
Baranowka, Tomaszow and Ćmielów —  names fam ilia r 
to a ll connoisseurs —  revealed a high standard o f crafts
manship. O n ly  one o f these factories —  tha t o f Ćmie
lów  —- survived the ages.

The contem porary production o f porcelain in  Poland 
remains true to qua lity  traditions. Q ua lity  depends 
entire ly on rigorous supervision o f m anufacturing p ro 
cesses. Regulations apply ing to qua lity  control were, 
in  1948, standardised and provide fo r details o f all
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Poland exports table, 
coffee and tea sets. The  
composition of these sets 
depends on ind ividual 
m arket requirem ents ; 
sets m ay comprise from  
24 to over a hundred  

pieces

phases o f manufacture. Let us devote a few lines to 
these provisions :

The proper function ing o f qua lity  contro l is, as was 
appreciated, contingent on definite technical standards 

regularising shape and dimensions, chemical composi
tion  and other details o f each ind iv idua l item  o f ware. 
The craftsman, fu lly  conversant w ith  the technical 
standards, is, to a certain extent, competent to carry 
out the p rim ary  inspection o f the ware he produces. 
Further control formalities —  occurring between the 
various factory operations —  are carried out at def

in ite  stages o f the production cycle, and w ill reveal 
whatever imperfections may occur in  the course o f 

manufacture, thus effectively preventing any defective 
semi-product from  being passed on for fu rthe r process

ing- Q ua lity  contro l in  the Polish porcelain industry 
is not confined to the testing o f raw  and aux ilia ry  ma

terials, semi-products and finished goods alone ; i t  

extends to the inspection o f p lant, equipment, tools 
and warehousing conditions.

This meticulous vigilance ensures a pa rticu la rly  high 

standard in  Polish chinaware and is a w arran ty  that 
goods supplied to the customer com ply in  a ll respects 
w ith  the sample specified in  the order.

But precision in  manufacture is not the only require
ment o f in ternational commerce as regards china- 
ware. Export goods must, also, keep abreast o f mod
ern trends —  variable ” in  space and tim e”  —  that 
is to say, they must comply w ith  the current require
ments o f ind iv idua l markets.
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The consumer reveals, now tha t the post-war short
age o f chinaware is a th ing  o f the past, a tendency 

to be fastidious in  his requirements, and the increased 
ava ilab ility  o f goods from  competing pottery indus

tries leads to a fierce struggle in  w orld  markets. The 
manufacturer is, in  these circumstances, compelled, in  
order to reta in  his foreign markets, to keep pace w ith  
the fluctuations in  fashion and to have handy a choice 
o f novelties popular in  ind iv idua l markets.

This applies pa rticu la rly  to the decorative appearance 
o f chinaware. Polish potteries take the utmost advan
tage o f the p lastic ity o f porcelain paste —  a property 
which makes possible an almost un lim ited  varie ty o f 
shapes. F u ll advantage is taken, moreover, o f the 
smooth and b r illia n tly  white surface o f china, as an 
adm irable background for impressive effects in  colour 
ornamentation.

A  num ber o f ornamental classes o f chinaware, re
markable for colour harmony, skilfu l blending o f con
trasts between background and ornamentation, as

well as fo r concord as between the decorative m o tif 
and the shape and character o f the ware, have now, 
in  close co-operation w ith  the Office for Supervising 
Production Aesthetics, been standardised.

The im portan t and, in  fact, decisive influence o f the 
human element in  the manufacture o f chinaware has 
prom pted the management o f the Polish porcelain 
industry to devote pa rticu la r care to the steady raising 
o f the professional qualification o f the staff. Professional 

courses and tra in ing  schools, professional publications 
and co-operation w ith  eminent artist decorators are 
means whereby these objectives are achieved.

Exports from  Poland include dinner, tea, black 
coffee and café-au-lait sets. The num ber o f pieces per 
set is arranged to suit the requirements o f ind iv idua l 
markets ; sets may comprise from  24 to over a hundred 
pieces. O u r regular customers include Sweden, Den
m ark, the Netherlands, Belgium, and Austria, and, 
overseas, the M idd le  East, Austra lia  and L a tin  America. 
Sole exporters: ’ ’ M IN E X ” , K redytow a 4, Warsaw.
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POLISH-MADE BENTWOOD FURNITURE
oland ranks prom inently  among countries 

exporting bentwood fu rn itu re . M anu
facture o f fu rn itu re  o f this type was 

started almost 100 years ago and exports 
have been featured for some dozens o f 
years.

One hundred years o f experience 
has, natura lly , produced steady im prove

ment in  the manufacture o f bentwood 
fu rn itu re . Bentwood fu rn itu re  was, o rig ina lly , shaped 
by hand, but such crude methods could hard ly  
be expected to y ie ld  a product perfect in  every respect. 
M anufacturing  processes have since been fu lly  mechan
ised, resulting in  a product perfect throughout, o f neat 
and dign ified appearance.

Polish factories have been adapted to meet the most 
varied tastes o f foreign customers, the gamut o f whose 
fancies is, indeed, very wide.

The preferences o f certain markets —  markets which 
have been resolutely im porting  one type o f chair or

arm chair fo r some 50 years —  have shown bu t lit t le  
change w ith  the passage o f time.

There are, however, markets in  w hich the whims o f con
sumers vary from  year to year —  a circumstance which 
compels this industry to be always on the a lert, so as 
to adapt itse lf p rom p tly  to a ll changes. The range o f  

bentwood fu rn itu re  exported by Poland comprises 
over 120 items, a num ber o f new models being added 

every year in  order to g ra tify  the changing whims o f 
our customers.

The peculiarities in  the requirements o f markets 
having d iffe ring  climates constitute another distinctive 
feature o f the bentwood fu rn itu re  trade. Thus, for 

trop ica l countries, the Polish exporter supplies chairs 
and armchairs w ith  cane seats and backs, whereas 

customers in  countries w ith  temperate clim ate reveal 
a preference for wooden or upholstered seats.

The fact tha t foreign customers are most exacting 

as regards qua lity  is largely due to steadily increasing 
competition among exporting countries, which vie

E xp o rts  o f  P o lish  ben tw ood  fu rn itu re  in c lu d e  cha irs  fo r th e  hom e, office, café and  res tau ran t, p ia n o  stools,. 

' * ©  y g f  chairs fo r  h a irdressing saloons, c h ild re n ’s chairs, a rm cha irs  fo r ho te l lounges, theatres, cinem as and  assembly

I  # © ■  ha lls. O u r  illu s tra tio n  shows a thea tre  a u d ito r iu m  in  w h ic h  seating consists o f  ben tw ood  a rm ch a irs



w ith  one another to supply the most a ttractive models 
in  a superior finish.

Polish bentwood fu rn itu re  enjoys a well-deserved 
reputation in  foreign markets. The qua lity  o f fu rn itu re  
depends on the varie ty and qua lity  o f the raw  m ateria l 
used, as well as on workmanship and finish. Polish 
factories, as a result o f the resources o f high-grade 

beech available in  the forests o f the Carpathian low 
lands and o f the high skill of the Polish worker and 
technician, find  no d iff ic u lty  in  com plying w ith  a ll 
these requirements.

Polish exports include chairs fo r the home, office, 
cafe and restaurant, piano stools, chairs fo r hairdressing 
saloons, ch ild ren ’s chairs, armchairs fo r hotel lounges, 
chairs fo r cinemas and assembly halls. Tables, coat 

stands and other items o f fu rn itu re  are also made.

Packing of bentwood fu rn itu re  is quite a special 

problem . I t  is im perative tha t the goods reach the 
im porte r in  perfect condition, no m atter how remote 
may be the destination o f the consignment. I t  is also 
essential, in  view o f the cost o f transport, tha t packages 
take up the m in im um  o f cargo space. The packing 
problem  has been solved as fo llow s: three methods o f 
packing fu rn itu re  have been adopted, according to

distance o f carriage, and subject to any specific instruc
tions from  the customer to ensure the safety o f goods 

intended for onward conveyance after they reach the 
po rt o f destination. Thus, packing in  cases is regular 
fo r shipments to overseas destinations (Far East, M idd le  
East and the Americas) .The cases, 90 x 90 x 100 cm, which 
is roughly equivalent to 1 cubic metre o f shipping 
volume, hold 3 dozen bentwood chairs each. A n  
appreciable saving in  shipping space can be effected by 
packing the chairs dismantled, p a rticu la rly  since the 
reassembly a t destination does not present any d ifficu lty  
fo r the consignee, even i f  no skilled labour is ava il
able.

Bentwood fu rn itu re  w hich has, on reaching the port 
o f destination, to be carried farther in land  by pack 

animals mules or camels, is dismantled for shipment 
and packed in  ju te  sacks, instead o f in  cases.

The th ird  method o f packing, fo r short distance 
carriage, both overland and by sea, is to dispatch the 
chairs fu lly  assembled, fo r immediate use. Chairs and 
armchairs are, in  this case, bundled in  lots o f 2, 4, or 6, 
and wrapped in  paper and wood wool only.

The export o f bentwood fu rn itu re  is in  the hands o f 
’P A G E D ” , Plac Trzech K rzyży 18, Warsaw.
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EXPORTERS OF CHEMICALS
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EXPORTERS OF FISH AND FISH PRODUCTS . HOZA 66/68, WARSAW . Telegrams: “ANIMEX" — WARSAW





E X P O R T E R S  O F PRODUCTS OF A N IM A L  O R IG IN
H O Ż A  66 68, W A R S A W  •  T E L E G R A M S  : “ A N IM E X “  — W A R S A W ‘AIUIMIX*



WARSAW •  Telegrams: DALSPO — Warsaw

E X P O R T E R S  O F  F A T S D E D I B L E  F O R E S T  P R O D U C T S





SIENKIEW ICZA 3/5, ŁÓDŹ 
T E L E G R A M S :  C E T E B E - Ł Ó D Ź

E X P O R T E R S  O F  T E X T I L E S



E X P O R T E R S  O F  L E A T H E R  A N D  L E A T H E R  M A N U F A C T U R E S

P I O T R K O W S K A  260, Ł Ó D Ź
TELEGRAMS: S K Ô R I M P E X  —  Ł Ó D Ź

A i /



•vS ko N 'C R t'S  P O K O iU

POCZTA POLSKA

Export of products of 
decorative art and handicrafts, Christmas-tree 

ornaments, artist’s brushes, household and paint brushes, buttons, 
rubber goods, pianos, gramophone records, amberware, postage stamps for collectors.

L T D . ,  P O L I S H  C O M P A N Y  F O R  F O R E I G N  T R A D E  
W I L C Z A  50/52, WA RSAW • T E L E G R A M S  : V A R I M E  X - W A R  SAW



W S P Ó L N A  50, W A R S A W  . E L E  G R A M S : P A P E X P O R T  -— W A R S A W  « Exporters of paper and paper manufactures



MARSZAŁKOWSKA 56, W A R S A W

EXPORTERS OF FILMS



-BOOK HOUSE«
N O W Y  Ś W I A T  50, W A R S A W
TELEGRAMS: D E K A B I M E X  — WARSAW

EXPORTERS OF BOOKS AND MUSIC
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P OL IS H  O C E A N  L IN E S
NATIONAL ENTERPRISE — 10 LUTEGO 24, GDYNIA

' O P E R A T E  THE F O L L O W I N G  R E G U L A R  S E R V IC E S :
G D Y N IA  —yN O R TH  A M E R IC A  •  G DAŃ SK —  H E L S IN K I*. G D Y N IA  —  LO N D O N  .  G D Y N IA  —  H U LL •  G D Y N IA  —  
STO C KHO LM  .  G D Y N IA  —  HAM BURG  -  RO TTERD AM  .  G D Y N IA  —  C O PEN H AG EN  -  G ÓTHENBURG  .G D Y N IA  —  
DENKM ARK -  S C A N D IN A V IA  .  G D Y N IA  —  HAMBURG -  AN TW ER P .  G D AŃ SK —  LE V A N T  •  G D Y N IA  —  SOUTH 

A M E R IC A  .  G D Y N IA  —  IN D IA  A N D  PA K IS TA N  •  G D Y N IA  —  CHINESE PORTS.
AS W E LL AS TRAM P SERVICE

/





L I S T  O F  P O L I S H  C E N T R A L  O R G A N I S A T I O N S  F O R  F O R E I G N  T R A D E

Telegrams Nam e of organisation and scope of activ ity  Postal address

A N IM E X  ’’A N IM E X ” , N A T IO N A L  E N TE R P R IS E  ’’A n im e x ”
W arszawa (Independent L ia b il i ty ) .  E xpo rte rs  and Im p o rte rs  o f A n im a l W arszawa, Hoża 66/68

Products, F ish  and F ish  P roducts

B A L T O N A  ’’B A L T O N A ” , N A T IO N A L  E N TE R P R IS E  ’’B a lto n a ”
G dyn ia  (Independent L ia b il i ty )  G dyn ia , Pułask iego 6

S hipchand le rs

C E B ILO Z
W arszawa

’’C E B IL O Z ” , N A T IO N A L  E N TE R P R IS E  ’’CebilOz”
(Independent L ia b il i ty ) .  E xpo rte rs  and Im p o rte rs  o f W arszawa, K ra k . P rzedm ieście 47/51 

A n t if r ic t io n  B earings

C E N T R O H A R T W IG
W arszawa

C. H A R T W IG  L td . 
In te rn a tio n a l F o rw a rd in g  Agents

C. H a rtw ig  
W arszawa, H ib n e ra  3

C E N TR O M O R
W arszawa

C E N T R A L A  M O R S K A , N A T IO N A L  E N TE R P R IS E  
(Independent L ia b il i ty )

E xpo rte rs  and Im p o rte rs  o f Ships and S h ip ’s E qu ip m en t

C entra la  M orska 
W arszawa, M oko tow ska  49

C E N TR O ZA P
K a to w ice

’’C E N TR O Z A P ” , N A T IO N A L  E N TE R P R IS E  
(Independent L ia b il i ty )

Im p o rte rs  o f P la n t and E qu ip m en t fo r  the  M in in g  and M e ta l
lu rg ic a l Ind us tries

’’C entrozap”
K a tow ice , P leb iscytow a 36

CETEBE
Łódź

’’C E TE B E ” , N A T IO N A L  E N TE R P R IS E  
(Independent L ia b il i ty ) .  E xpo rte rs  and Im p o rte rs  o f T ex tile s

’’Cetebe”
Łódź, S ienkiew icza 3/5

C IE C H
W arszawa

’’C IE C H ”  L td ., G E N E R A L  E X P O R T  A N D  IM P O R T  
A G E N C Y  FOR C H E M IC A L S

’’C iech”
W arszawa, Jasna 10

D A LO S
W arszawa

’D A L ”  L td ., IN T E R N A T IO N A L  T R A D IN G  C O M P A N Y
B a rte r and R eexport T ransactions

•

” D a l”
W arszawa, N o w y  Ś w ia t 40

D A LS P O
W arszawa

’’D A L S P O ” , N A T IO N A L  E N TE R P R IS E  
(Independent L ia b il i ty )

E xpo rte rs  and Im p o rte rs  o f Foods, Fats and E d ib le  Forest
P roducts

’’D a lspo”
W arszawa, F ilt ro w a  61

D E K A B IM E X
W arszawa

” D O M  K S IĄ Ż K I ” , N A T IO N A L  E N TE R P R IS E  
(Independent L ia b il i ty )

E xpo rte rs  and Im p o rte rs  o f Books

"D om  K s ią ż k i”  
W arszawa, N o w y  Ś w ia t 50

E L E K T R IM
W arszawa

’’E L E K T R IM ”  L td ., P O L IS H  F O R E IG N  T R A D E  C O M P A N Y  
FO R  E L E C T R IC A L  E Q U IP M E N T

"E le k tr im ”
W arszawa, S ienna 32

H A Z A P A G E D
W arszawa

’’P A G E D ” , N A T IO N A L  E N TE R P R IS E  
(Independent L ia b il i ty )

E xpo rte rs  and Im p o rte rs  o f T im b e r and P roducts  o f the  
W o o d w o rk in g  In d u s try

’’Paged”
W arszawa, P lac T rzech K rz y ż y  1

IM E X F IL M
W arszawa

F IL M  P O L S K I, N A T IO N A L  E N TE R P R IS E  
(Independent L ia b il i ty )

E xpo rte rs  and Im p o rte rs  o f F ilm s

’’F ilm  P o ls k i”
S łużba Zagranicznego O bro tu  

F ilm ó w
W arszawa, M arsza łkow ska  56

IM P E X M E T A L
K a to w ice

’’IM P E X M E T A L ” , N A T IO N A L  E N TE R P R IS E  
(Independent L ia b il i ty )

E xpo rte rs  and Im p o rte rs  o f M eta ls  and P roducts  o f the 
M e ta llu rg ic a l In d u s try

’T m pexm e ta l”  
K a tow ice , W ita  Stwosza 7



T e le g ra m s N am e  o f  o rg a n is a t io n  a n d  scope o f  a c t iv i t y P o s ta l add ress

M E T A L E X
W arszawa

’’M E T A L E X P O R T ” , N A T IO N A L  E N TE R P R IS E  
(Independent L ia b il i ty )

E xpo rte rs  o f M ach in e ry , M e ta l M anu fac tu res  and E le c tr ic  
M a te ria ls . Im p o rte rs  o f ro l l in g  stock

’’M e ta le x p o rt”  
W arszawa, M oko tow ska  49

M IN E X
W arszawa

’’M IN E X ” , N A T IO N A L  E N TE R P R IS E  
(Independent L ia b il i ty )

E xpo rte rs  and Im p o rte rs  o f M in e ra ls , Cem ent, Glass and
Ceram ics

’’M in e x ”
W arszawa, K re d y to w a  4

M O T O R IM
W arszawa

’’M O T O IM P O R T ” , N A T IO N A L  E N TE R P R IS E  
(Independent L ia b il i ty )

Im p o rte rs  o f m o to r vehicles, a g r ic u ltu ra l m ach in e ry  and 
ae ronau tica l equ ipm en t

’’M o to im p o rt”
W arszawa, M azow iecka 13

P A P E X P O R T
W arszawa

’’P A P E X P O R T ” , N A T IO N A L  E N TE R P R IS E  
(Independent L ia b il i ty )

Paper E xpo rte rs  and Im p o rte rs

’’P ap exp o rt”  
W arszawa, W spólna 50

P E T R O L
W arszawa

C E N T R A L A  P R O D U K T Ó W  N A F T O W Y C H , N A T IO N A L  
E N TE R P R IS E  

(Independent L ia b il i ty )
E x p o rt and Im p o r t o f C rude O il and O il P roducts

C entra la  P ro d u k tó w  N a fto w ych  
W arszawa, R akow iecka  39

P O LC A R C O
G dyn ia

’’P O LC A R G O ” , N A T IO N A L  E N TE R P R IS E  
(Independent L ia b il i ty )

Cargo E xpe rts  and Supervisors

’’P o lcargo”
G dyn ia , P ułaskiego 6

P O L IM E X
W arszawa

’’P O L IM E X ”  L td ., P O L IS H  C O M P A N Y  FO R  M A C H IN E  
IM P O R T S

’’P o lim e x ”
W arszawa, Czackiego 7/9

R O L IM P E X
W arszawa

’ ’R O L IM P E X ” , N A T IO N A L  E N TE R P R IS E  
(Independent L ia b il i ty )

E xpo rte rs  and Im p o rte rs  o f A g r ic u ltu ra l P roducts, Concen
tra te d  Fodder and Sugar

’’R o lim p e x ”  
W arszawa, H ib n e ra  5

R U C H
W arszawa

” R U C H ” , N A T IO N A L  E N TE R P R IS E  
(Independent L ia b il i ty )

E xpo rte rs  and Im p o rte rs  o f Newspapers and P eriod ica ls

’’R uch”
W arszawa, K oszykow a 31

S K O R IM P E X
Łódź

’’S K O R IM P E X ” , N A T IO N A L  E N TE R P R IS E  
(Independent L ia b il i ty )

E xpo rte rs  and Im p o rte rs  o f R aw  M a te ria ls  and Supplies fo r, 
and P roducts  o f the  Le a the r In d u s try

’’S ko rim p e x ”  
Łódź, P io trk o w s k a  260

T A B U L A T O R
W arszaw a

’’T A B U L A T O R ”  L td .
E xpo rte rs  and Im p o rte rs  o f O ffic e  M achines and E qu ipm en t

’’T a b u la to r”
W arszawa, S zp ita lna  8

T E X T IL IM P O R T
Łódź

’’T E X T IL IM P O R T ” , N A T IO N A L  E N TE R P R IS E  
(Independent L ia b il i ty )

Im p o rte rs  o f R aw  M a te ria ls  and Supplies fo r  the  T e x tile
In d u s try

’ ’T e x t il im p o r l”  
Łódź, 22 L ip c a  2

V A R IM E X
W arszawa

’’V A R IM E X ”  L td ., P O L IS H  C O M P A N Y  FO R  F O R E IG N  
T R A D E

E xpo rte rs  o f p roducts  o f D ecora tive  A r t  and H a nd ic ra fts . 
C h ris tm as-tree  ornam ents, H ousehold and T o ile t Brushes, 
A r t is ts ’ Brushes, B u ttons , R ubber Goods, P ianos and G ram o

phone Records, A m be rw a re , Postage Stamps

’’V a r im e x ”
W arszawa, W ilcza  50/52

W Ę G LO K O K S
łCatow icę

C E N T R A L A  Z B Y T U  W Ę G L A , N A T IO N A L  E N TE R P R IS E  
(Independent L ia b il i ty )

Coal E xpo rte rs

C e n tra la  Z b y tu  W ęgla 
K a to w ice , K ośc iuszk i 30




