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PREFACE
T h e  reader o f  these pages should realise th a t a strange 

im pression aw aits h im . M a n y  o f  the statements made 
here w il l  seem the  p ro d u c t o f a sick im a g in a tio n .

B u t a ll are true . T h e  facts here presented were m any 
times ve rifie d  and— afte r the w a r— w il l  be attested by 
witnesses.

A l l  are tru e — in  spite o f  the lies o f  G erm an p ropaganda, 
w h ich , using its  pub lica tions , w ireless, etc., using also 
m a n y  newspapers o f  te rro rised  neutra ls  (Swiss and 
Swedish), tries to  persuade the  w ho le  w o rld  th a t in  con­
quered P oland the  G erm an ru le  is severe b u t ju s t, and 
th a t the  co u n try  is be ing  developed.

D o  n o t believe them — they lie.
I n  conquered P oland rages the m ost te rr ib le  te rro r 

kn ow n  in  h is to ry , the  m ost in h u m a n  persecutions.
D o  n o t be astonished w hen the  few  strangers w ho 

succeed in  v is it in g  occupied P o land show you  q u ite  
ano ther side o f the p ic tu re . T h e y  do n o t kn o w  the  tru th . 
T h e  G erm an  au tho ritie s  show them  o n ly  w h a t they  w a n t 
to  show, and  the in h a b ita n ts  d id  n o t te ll them  rea l facts, 
even i f  they were able to  speak alone w ith  Poles. T h e  
Poles m ust be ve ry  ca re fu l: one incau tious  w o rd  b y  th is 
stranger and  they ru n  the risk  o f be ing  shot dead.

T he re  was in  P o land no Press, no ra d io , no news. T o  
co llec t m a te ria l necessary fo r  these few  pages the a u th o r 
tra ve lle d  fo r m a n y  m onths up  and dow n the w ho le  
co u n try , on  foo t, on  a b icyc le , in  carts, on lo rries , in  
tra ins, day and n ig h t— th ro u g h  towns, v illages, fields, and
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6 PREFACE

forests. So she was able to  ga the r m a n y  facts on  the spot. 
B u t few  people cou ld  o r w o u ld  do likew ise.

T h a t is w h y  i f  w h a t y o \i read m ay o ften  seem to  you 
q u ite  un rea l in  its h o rro r— rem em ber, in  spite o f  a ll, i t  
is true .

*  *  *  *  *  *  *

I n  his fam ous book H itle r Speaks R auschnigg  relates th a t 
H it le r  confessed to  h im  his p ro je c t to  destroy and an n ih ila te  
the  Polish n a tio n , th a t he also spoke o f te rr ib le  m ethods 
w h ich  he proposed to  use.

P robab ly  no one w ho read these w ords before the w a r 
be lieved them , no  one th o u g h t th a t such te r r ify in g  plans 
cou ld  be realised. N o  one knew  a t th a t tim e  w h a t 
G erm any re a lly  was, and no one cou ld  im ag ine  th a t a ll 
hum an  fee ling  w o u ld  d isappear fro m  the hearts o f  a w hole 
na tion .

T h e  eyes o f  the  w o rld  w ere opened w ith  a b ru ta l shock.
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I

T H E  G E R M A N  A R M Y  R U L E S  IN  P O L A N D

The last bastion fe ll. T he  ru ins o f  W arsaw  surrendered. 
T he  G erm an a rm y  entered the cap ita l. T he re  was no 
longer a fo o t o f free coun try . T h e  pe riod  o f  G erm an ru le  
in  P oland began— i t  was the m ili ta ry  ru le . T h is  pe riod  
had the fo llo w in g  d is tinc tive  phases :

i .  Polish people showed a great s p ir itu a l force and 
unusual v ita lity . S tunned b y  the  te rr ib le  disaster, to rtu re d  
b y  the  incessant bom bardm ents, scattered, ru ined , they 
tr ie d  to  p u ll themselves together, tr ie d  to  strengthen th e ir  
m ora le .

Seeing the  b ru ta l conquerors tra m p lin g  the  Polish soil 
u nde rfoo t they c lenched th e ir  teeth  and p repared fo r a 
s p ir itu a l fig h t, fo r a m o ra l resistance, w ith o u t com prom ise, 
w ith o u t the  least th o u g h t o f  y ie ld in g . Im m e d ia te ly  a fte r 
the te rr ib le  struggle, in  w h ich  w ere em ployed m ethods o f 
w arfa re  never before know n  in  the h is to ry  o f  m an, they 
w ere ready fo r  an even m ore d if f ic u lt  f ig h t— the s p ir itu a l 

fig h t.
T h e y  never doub ted  themselves fo r a m om ent. T h e y  

be lieved in  the jus tice  o f th e ir  cause, they believed in  the 
v ic to ry  o f  tr u th  and freedom .

P reparing  themselves to  suffer eve ry th ing  the  fu tu re  
m ig h t b rin g , they tr ie d  a t the  same tim e  to  fin d  some 
means o f  suppo rting  themselves. T he  w a r had  th ro w n  
the  m a jo r ity  o f  the people o f  the towns and great p a r t o f 
the  co u n try  people o u t o f  th e ir  o rd in a ry  em p loym ent, and 
they  were forced to look abou t fo r som eth ing new.
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I O SPRING H E LD  NO  HOPE

T h e  ru in  o f the n o rm a l econom ic life  opened the w ay 
fo r  m a n y  substitu te  occupations. Each, how ever, o f  a 
com m erc ia l type. Such, fo r instance, as the tra n sp o rt o f 
food b y  b icyc le  o r on hum an  shoulders to  s ta rv ing  W arsaw  
o r o the r cities, food w h ich  was m ore  easily ob ta inab le  
and cheaper in  the co u n try  d is tric ts , and thus to  m ake a 
sm all p ro f it  on the tra n sa c tio n ; the p r im it iv e  transpo rt 
and pedd lin g  fro m  house to house o f  m ateria ls  and clothes, 
so m uch  needed in  bom bed cities and villages, and  w h ich  
cou ld  be obta ined  fro m  unbom bed L o d z ; the dangerous 
b u t p ro fita b le  business o f  sm ugg ling  th ro u g h  the  de­
m a rca tio n  lin e  to  the R ussian-occupied p a rt o f  P o la n d ; 
the  rem ova l o f  the debris o f  the ru ined  houses, etc., etc. 
People w h o m  the w a r had deprived  o f  estates, incomes, 
o ften  even homes and c lo th ing , snatched a t every op p o r­
tu n ity  to  fin d  a means o f  live lih o o d . A l l  a like , the workless 
offic ia ls, jo u rn a lis ts , artists, labourers, etc., hoped th a t the 
w a r w o u ld  be over q u ick ly . T h a t helped them  to endure.

2. T he  second d is tin c tive  sign o f  th is pe riod  was a g reat 
m any  abuses b y  G erm an officers and  m en. T h e  scale o f  
these va ried  considerab ly. T he re  were b loody  persecutions. 
F o r instance, in  K osc ian  the parish  p riest and 134 citizens 
w ere k ille d  fo r no reason.

In  In o w ro c la w  d ru nken  G erm an officers rushed in to  the 
prison, w here were 70 o ld  and ve ry  honourab le  Polish 
c iv ilians , serving as hostages. T o  amuse themselves the 
b a rb a r ia n  officers fire d  a t these m en as though  they  were 
a ta rge t, and k ille d  a ll o f  them .

Sometimes they also shot defenceless ch ild re n , such as 
fo r instance w hen, on the  h igh  road  near G rojec, an arm ed 
G erm an m o to r-cyc lis t was go ing  fu l l  speed tow ards W arsaw. 
A  ten-year-o ld  fa rm  boy ra n  fro m  one side o f  the road  to 
the o the r abou t fifteen  metres in  fro n t o f  the m o to r. T h e  
so ld ier stopped. Q u ie tly  he took dow n his gun, a im ed
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ca re fu lly , and fired . T h e  c h ild  groaned and fe ll dow n. 
H e  was dead. T h e  G erm an so ld ie r is w e ll tra ined-—never 
misses: especially defenceless ch ild ren .

I t  is necessary to add th a t w hen a de legation  asked 
G enera l Kessler to  p u t a stop to  these abuses he declared 
th a t he cou ld  n o t fo rb id  his soldiers to  amuse themselves.

T he re  were, besides b loody  persecutions, robberies also. 
U n d e r m ili ta ry  ru le  gangs o f N .G .O .s p illaged  W arsaw , 
o the r towns, and parts o f  the coun try . T h e y  w en t to 
p riva te  houses fo r pe rqu is ition , and took aw ay eve ry th ing  
w h ich  seemed to have any va lue , s ilve r ashtrays as w e ll 
as the furs o f  the mistress o f the house, food as w e ll as 
je w e lle ry .

3. T h e  th ird  sign o f  th is pe riod  was th a t the  cond itions 
in  the  co u n try  showed a perfect p ic tu re  o f  chaos. N o  
precise orders o r  laws were p ro m u lg a te d : a n y th in g  w h ich  
succeeded was pe rm itte d . T he  m ili ta ry  ru le  in terested 
its e lf o n ly  in  a few  problem s o f  the life  o f  the  co u n try—  
those o n ly  w h ich  concerned d ire c tly  o r in d ire c t ly  the  a rm y 
— and neglected the others.

T h a t is w h y  a t th is  tim e  the  Polish people seemed to  be 
caugh t ve ry  t ig h t ly  in  a net, b u t its meshes were n o t ye t 
ve ry  fine.
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C H A O S  C O N T IN U E S

A  r a in  o f  laws, dispositions, p ro h ib itio n s , restric tions, and 
d ifficu ltie s  began to  fa ll on the co u n try  w hen the m ili ta ry  
ru le  changed over to the c iv il  ru le . Chaos co n tin u e d : 
cond itions in  one tow n  o r in  one co m m u n ity  m ig h t be 
q u ite  d iffe re n t to  those in  a ne ighbou ring  v illage , o r in  a 
n e ighbou ring  d is tr ic t. T here  were n a tu ra lly  m any  reasons
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12 SPRING H E LD  NO  HOPE

fo r  th is, b u t the p r in c ip a l one was the w il l  o f  every G erm an 
com m andan t Landrat, etc., to  show to  the Polish people 
the  greatness o f his pow er, and th a t he alone set the 
lim its  o f  his com m and.

I t  is needless to  add how  great a d iff ic u lty  th is chaos was 
to  the  econom ic a c tiv ity  o f  the people, and w h a t a he lp  i t  
was to every abuse o f  the Germans.

ROBBERIES ARE BETTER ORGANISED

A t  the same tim e  in d iv id u a l lo o tin g  tu rn e d  in to  sys­
tem atic  and o ffic ia l p illage  o f the coun try . T he  Germans 
took o u t o f  P o land e ve ry th ing  i t  was possible to load  on 
to  lo rr ie s : im p lem ents  o f  w a r as w e ll as a g r ic u ltu ra l 
m ach ine ry , food as w e ll as fu rn itu re , ca ttle  as w e ll as 
bedclothes o r saucepans. In  m any towns stores, even 
toyshops, were em ptied . R obberies unde r pretence o f 
revisions con tinued , o n ly  m ore  system atica lly. M oney  in  
the banks was confiscated, owners rece iv ing  o n ly  $1.50 
weekly. T o  conceal i t  a t hom e was p ro h ib ite d  unde r 
grievous penalties.

THE GESTAPO RAGES IN POLAND

T he  Gestapo occupied the  towns and d is tric ts  fro m  
west to  east. O nce settled in , they began m e thod ica l co ld  
persecutions, m e thod ica l efforts to  w ipe  o u t the  Polish 
people. In  c o n fo rm ity  w ith  H it le r ’s plans they  started to  
destroy the  Polish n a tio n — past, present, and fu tu re .

THE DESTRUCTION OF EVERY TRACE OF POLAND’S PAST

I t  was necessary to  a n n ih ila te  eve ry th ing  w h ich  w o u ld  
re m in d  the Poles o f th e ir  anc ien t greatness, g lo ry , and 
pow er, eve ry th ing  w h ich  w o u ld  testify to  the  existence 
o f  the thousand-years-o ld Polish cu ltu re , e ve ry th ing  w h ich  
w o u ld  dem onstrate Polish m e r it in  the w o rld  o f  science.
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T h e n , b y  o rde r o f  the au tho rities , were p u lle d  dow n and 
destroyed in  Poznan and C racov the  m onum ents o f A d a m  
M ick ie w icz , fam ous Polish p o e t; in  G niezno the m o n u ­
m e n t o f  K in g  Boleslaw, in  Poznan, C racov, and Liodz the 
m onum ents o f Kosciuszko, the  m onum en t o f  President 
W ilson , and the  sp lendid  m o num en t o f  G ru n w a ld , g iven 
in  fo rm e r times b y  Ig n a cy  Paderewski to  the  to w n  o f 
C racov, etc., etc.

O n  the  o the r hand , G erm an lo rries took o u t fro m  the 
museums, lib ra ries , un iversities, p r iv a te  galleries, etc., 
w ho le  co llections o f  p ic tures, sculptures, coins,- etc., every 
precious p r in t  and book. I t  is im possib le to  give the 
d im en ions o f  th is  robbe ry— i t  is su ffic ien t to  say th a t 
n o t one museum , n o t one co llec tion , n o t one sc ien tific  
in s titu tio n , n o t one l ib ra ry  was able to escape fro m  it .

A t  the  same tim e , n o t satisfied w ith  th is p illage , the 
Germ ans set fire  to  the re m a in in g  Polish lib ra ries . H ere 
are examples o f  th e ir  b a rb a r ia n  m e thods :

E ig h ty -ye a r-o ld  Professor B. D . o f  Poznan spent his life  
co llec ting  books, and loved them  lik e  his ow n ch ild ren . 
T h e  Germ ans forced the o ld  m an  to  assist w hen a ll the 
volum es were made in to  a p ile  and bu rned . T h e  professor 
cou ld  n o t bear i t  and d ied  o f  a h e a rt a ttack. H is  w ife , a 
w om an  o f  seventy-six years o f  age, was evicted fro m  the 
to w n  w ith in  tw e lve  hours.

T o  the sem inary in  P lock the Germ ans sent an o rde r 
th a t every p ries t m ust leave the  b u ild in g  w ith in  ten  hours, 
a fte r w h ich  they  drove a ll the  Jews o f the to w n  together 
and forced them  to  tea r the  c ru c ifix  fro m  the  w a ll o f  the 
sem inary and to  pro fane it .  L a te r they also bu rned  the 
books o f  the lib ra ry .

E ve ry  trace o f  Polish h is to rica l and c u ltu ra l past was 
v io le n tly  effaced.
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THE DESTRUCTION OF EXISTING POLISH LIFE. PROFESSIONAL 

PEOPLE ARE KILLED OR CARRIED AWAY

T hen  the Germ ans, desiring  to disorganise the Polish 
people, resolve to  destroy the  uppe r and professional 
classes and a n n ih ila te  every elem ent w h ich  m ig h t u p h o ld  
the v ita l ity ,  energy, and p a tr io tis m  o f the na tion .

In  the co u n try  the persecutions started w ith  the landed 
gen try . H undreds  w ere shot dow n, obviously the  most 
im p o rta n t. M a n y  were n o t o n ly  k ille d  b u t to r tu re d  to 
death, such as, fo r instance, in  R y p in , w here such te rr ib le  
to rtu res were in flic te d  upon  prisoners th a t an o ld  o ffice r 
(.Landsturm) sta tioned there sa id : “ I  canno t stand th is 
Gestapo system any m ore. I  am  G erm an, and desired 
the defeat o f  the Poles, b u t I  am  n o t an  executioner and 
m y  nerves are a lready broken. I t  is beyond hum an  
endurance to see fingers • c u t o f f  o r  flesh to rn  fro m  
bones.”

T h e  fa c t th a t the m ost p a rt o f  the gen try  o f  th is d is tr ic t 
were k ille d  d id  n o t satisfy the G erm ans: they  also perse­
cuted the w om en. H ere  is an exam ple. I n  Sadlow o live d  
a fa m ily  composed o f  the parents, a tw en ty -yea r-o ld  boy, 
e igh teen-year-o ld  daugh te r, and tw o  sm all ch ild re n . 
F a the r and son were arrested, and k ille d  a fte r be ing 
to rtu re d . T he  un fo rtu n a te  w id o w  had to  suffer g rea tly  
fro m  the so-called Treuhaender (G erm an  a d m in is tra to r o f  
the confiscated estate). O nce in  the  garden she heard 
a shot. R u n n in g  hom e as q u ic k ly  as possible she found  
her daugh te r ly in g  dow n b le e d in g : the Treuhaender had 
a ttem pted  to  v io la te  the  g ir l and be ing  resisted he fired  
w ith o u t hesita tion , severely w o u n d in g  her.

T h e  despa iring  m o th e r w an ted  to  send fo r  a docto r, 
b u t the  G erm an fo rbade  her to  take  he r ow n  horses.
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She ra n  on foot. A r r iv in g  back w ith  the physic ian  
she found  the house e m p ty : no daugh te r, no G erm an, 
no ch ild re n . T h e  la tte r  soon came b a ck : d r ive n  o u t 
b y  the Treuhaender they took shelter in  a peasant’s house. 
T h e  daugh te r was o n ly  found  a week la te r, b u rie d  unde r 
a stack o f corn. M a n y  sym ptom s in d ica ted  she was 
b u rie d  a live.

A  p regnan t w om an, M rs  S., came to the  au tho rities  in  
R y p in  asking fo r a p e rm it to  send her im prisoned  husband 
some food and clothes. She was pushed abou t, and even 
beaten.

T h e  people fro m  the  co u n try  were also ca rried  aw ay to 
G erm any. F o r instance, in  the d is tr ic t o f  L ip  no a ll the 
landed  gen try , m en and w om en, were convoked fo r  a 
m eeting , a t w h ich  the Germans to ld  them  th a t they d id  
n o t kn o w  how  to  adm in is te r estates, and they m ust be sent 
aw ay to learn . T h e y  were a ll d ispatched a t once, w ith o u t 
the p o ss ib ility  o f  ta k in g  even an overcoat fro m  th e ir  houses. 
A l l  these m en were ca rried  to  East Prussia, and  there made 
to  break stones on the roads.

T h e  c le rgy too  were persecuted. Priests were arrested 
en masse, and often shot dead. I t  happened frequen tly  
th a t nobody was le ft in  the chu rch  to  exercise the sacerdotal 
functions.

G erm an c ru e lty  pursued n o t o n ly  the g en try  and c le rgy 
b u t also the professional people in  the towns. In  
Bydgoszcz alone 6000 were shot dead. O n  some days the 
streets l ite ra lly  ra n  w ith  b lood.

In  Silesia and in  Poznania  thousands and thousands o f 
lawyers, doctors, tradesm en, artisans, etc., w ere k ille d .

I t  is im possible to  enum erate a ll the v ic t im s : accord ing  
to  G erm any ’s ow n statistics, in  the occupied te rrito ries  in  
s ix weeks 25,000 persons were m urde red , 40,000 im prisoned  
and sent to  h a rd  la b o u r.



I t  is how ever im possible to  w ipe  o u t an en tire  s tra tu m  o f 
a n a t io n ; b u t i t  is q u ite  possible to  dispossess i t  and to 

lo w e r it .
T h is  began s im p ly  b y  stea ling Polish p ro p e rty . F o r 

instance a G erm an fro m  B e rlin  came to  a w e ll-kn o w n  
res tau ran t in  G d yn ia  and stated th a t th is business pleased 
h im  and therefore he w o u ld  take i t ,  b u t as he d id  n o t w ish 
to  w ro n g  the ow ner he w o u ld  pay a ju s t p rice  fo r it .  A fte r 
w h ich  he gave the m agn ificen t sum o f ten  do lla rs , and took 
over n o t o n ly  the  business b u t also the p riva te  apa rtm en t 

o f  the p ro p r ie to r.
T h e  same th in g  happened in  a la rge  d ra p e ry  store, 

w hen a G erm an w om an  took i t  over, p ay ing  the equa lly  
m u n ifice n t sum  o f  fou rteen  do lla rs.

T h e  same system was em ployed in  Poznan, b u t o n ly  
a t the  beg inn ing . L a te r on  the conquerors d id  n o t bo the r 
to  o ffe r any excuse. (A  ty p ic a l illu s tra t io n  o f honest 
G e rm a n ”  m e n ta lity  m ay be seen in  the  case o f a good 
G erm an  jo u rn a lis t w ho , m eeting  one o f  his Polish colleagues 
in  the street o f  G dyn ia , showed h im  a b u lg in g  w a lle t, 
saying, “ I  o n ly  ro b  the Jews, never the  Poles’ ’— a c tu a lly  

using the  w o rd  “ ro b .” )
A cts o f  th is  k in d  happened on a la rge  scale in  the 

w estern d is tric ts , and  fro m  tim e  to  tim e  in  the centre  o f 
the  co u n try . A t  last the G erm an au tho rities— in  o rde r to 
legalise fa i ls  accomplis— issued a series o f laws w h ich  sup­
pressed a ll im m ovab le  Polish p ro p e rty  in  the west d is tric ts , 
and lim ite d  the poss ib ility  o f  h a n d lin g  one’s movables and 
enterprises, a llo w in g  the G erm ans to  confiscate them  at 

any m om ent.
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THE DESTRUCTION OF ALL CULTURAL AND INTELLECTUAL

LIFE

W ish ing  to  destroy the  Polish n a tio n  i t  was necessary—  
besides te rro risa tions, persecutions, and econom ic ‘devasta­
tions— to  m ake a ll c u ltu ra l and in te lle c tu a l life  im possible. 
So the en tire  Press, w ith o u t exception, was suppressed. 
O n ly  papers p r in te d  in  G erm an and Polish fo r p ropaganda 
purposes were pub lished, equa lly  bad  in  th e ir  subject- 
m a tte r and fo rm .

N o t a single re a lly  Polish w o rd  was p rin te d  any m o re ; 
n o t a single re a lly  Polish w o rd  was heard on  the stage, 
fro m  the  le c tu re r’s cha ir, etc. E ve ry  theatre , concert h a ll, 
even cinemas, were closed. T h e  books o f  the read ing- 
room s began to  be confiscated.

T h e  Kulturtraeger t r y  to  change P o land in to  a savage 
coun try .

THE GERMANS TRY TO RUIN THE POLISH FUTURE: 

YOUTH IS DESTROYED

I t  is n o t enough to  destroy an existing n a tion , i t  is 
also necessary to  p rov ide  against its  regeneration. The  
G erm an au thorities  concerned themselves w ith  the destruc­
tio n  o f fu tu re  P o land— th a t is to  say, Polish you th .

F irs t, unde r any p re tex t, they sentenced young  g irls  and 
boys to death, as fo r exam ple in  Bydgoszcz and K a to w ice , 
w here hundreds o f  g ir l scouts unde r fifteen  years o f  age, 
and in  m any  o the r towns boys o f tw e lve  and  fourteen, were 

k ille d .
I n  Bydgoszcz 136 schoolboys d ied like  heroes: s tand ing  

before th e ir  executioners they sung the  n a tio n a l anthem .
O th e r ch ild re n  were ca rried  aw ay to  concen tra tion  

cam ps: in  the  so-called “ G am p o f  the D ead ,”  in  H ohen- 
stein, in  one shed alone live d  three boys : tw o  o f  fourteen
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NO STUDY FOR POLES

T h e  yo u th  in  the  c o u n try  was no longer able to s tu d y : 
every school was closed. F ro m  tim e  to  tim e , w ith  noisy 
p ropaganda, one p a rt was open fo r  five o r ten  days, after 
w h ich  i t  was q u ie tly  shut again fo r m any m onths.

N a tu ra lly  the h ig h  schools were also closed, and the 
d e po rta tion , and th e ir  death fro m  ill- tre a tm e n t, o f  a great 
p a r t o f the Polish U n iv e rs ity  professors is w e ll kn o w n  to 

the w hole  w o rld .
T h e  Germ ans said o ften  o ff ic ia lly : “ S tudy  is needless 

fo r boot-b lacks o r  street-sweepers. A n d  no h ig h e r p ro ­
fessions shall be open to  the Poles in  the fu tu re .

In  th e ir  b io log ica l w a r against the Poles the Germans 
have a pow e rfu l a lly  in  hunger and s ta rva tion , and they 
do n o t hesitate to  em ploy th is w eapon w ith  the u tm ost 
crue lty . T he  Germans are w e ll aware o f the fac t th a t a 
starved opponent is less dangerous, because he lacks the 
strength to persevere in  the struggle.

R e ca p itu la tin g  the  characteristics o f  th is pe riod  we can 
corrobora te  in  the econom ic sphere :

(a) C om ple te  chaos, w ith  every day less freedom  fo r
in d iv id u a l m ovem ent, ac tion , o r in it ia t iv e ;

(b) System atic devasta tion  o f the  coun try .
In  the n a tio n a l sphere, c o n tin u a lly  be tte r organised p e r­

secutions tend ing  to  destroy Polish people and Polish l i f e :

(a) Past:
D estruc tion  o f m onum ents, museums, lib ra ries , etc.

(b) Present:
1. M u rde rs  o f gen try , priests, lawyers, doctors, p ro ­

fessors, teachers, etc., and a ll decent elements.
2. D e p riv in g  the Poles o f th e ir p rope rty .
3. M a k in g  a ll c u ltu ra l and in te lle c tu a l life  im ­

possible.
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(c) Future:

1. K i l l in g  Polish you th .
2. C u tt in g  o f f  every poss ib ility  o f  study.

THE DEGENERATION OF GERMAN MORALE

H it le r ’s plans were realised w ith  g reat precision. Besides 
facts accom plished by  sangu inary  methods, and w ith  a 
d e fin ite  a im , there took place in  P oland m ore  and m ore 
abuses and crue lties done fo r  the s im ple pleasure o f  in ­
flic t in g  to rtu re . *

I t  is necessary to  understand th a t the G erm an o f to -day 
is no longer the G erm an o f  1914. F ro m  the  b e g inn ing  o f 
th is w a r up  to  the present day i t  is possible to  no tice  am ong 
the Germ ans in  P o land exceptiona l degeneracy, astonishing 
and abno rm a l confusion o f  feeling.

I t  can be p roved b y  th is exam ple. In  K a m iń sk , sho rtly  
a fte r th e ir  a rr iv a l, the Germ ans convoked every boy w ho 
before the  w a r belonged to  the  Strzelec society. T h e y  
were p laced in  a ro w , a fte r w h ich  the  soldiers, ta k in g  heavy 
clubs, amused themselves b y  crush ing  the young  m en ’s 
heads and in f l ic t in g  on  them  the m ost ghastly  death.

A  few  m inutes la te r the same— the ve ry  same— soldiers 
w ith  smiles were g iv in g  chocolates to  the ch ild re n  o f the tow n .

A n o th e r p ro o f is the proceedings against the  Jews. 
T h e y  are n o t always m arked  b y  fu ry , o ften  b y  co ld  sadism. 
F o r instance in  M szczonów  the Jews w ere taken fro m  th e ir  
houses and  k ille d  on the threshold. I n  P. a ll the Jews 
were d rive n  together to  the m arke t-p lace , s tr ipped  and 
le ft naked, m en, w om en, and ch ild ren , fo r  hours, w h ile  
an o ffice r w ith  three m en v is ited  a ll the  houses. L a te r 
the o ffice r came back, and ta k in g  a d ir ty  piece o f  w ood 
proceeded to the m ost b ru ta l and m ost in tim a te  exam ina­
tio n  o f  the un fo rtu n a te  m en and w om en. In  p u b l ic ! 

c
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D u rin g  the tra n sp o rt o f  coal in  W arsaw  an o ld  Jew  was 
k ille d  because he cou ld  n o t ca rry  a ve ry  heav ily  loaded 
w hee lbarrow .

In  P u law y, a t a tem pera tu re  o f  30° C entig rade  o f frost 
one n ig h t, the Gestapo ordered the Jews to  leave the  tow n  
a t once on foot, and they sprink led  them  w ith  w ater. O n  
the jo u rn e y  three o ld  Jews froze to  death , the others 
a rr ive d  a t O po le  a t sunrise. In  the a fte rnoon  the same 
Gestapo officers came and began aga in  to  to r tu re  the  
evicted m en, bea ting  them  fo r tw o  hours w ith  w hips.

F o r m a n y  years the  H it le r ia n  theo ry  has been ram m ed 
in to  G erm an bra ins th a t Jews are n o t h u m a n  beings—  
gipsies are n o t hu m a n  beings— Poles are n o t hum an  beings 
— the c irc le  o f  these n o t hum an  beings w idened, and 
acco rd ing ly  lessened the lim its  o f  h u m a n ita r ia n  feelings in  
G erm an hearts.

O n  the co n tra ry , the co n v ic tio n  increased th a t to  the 
Reichsdeutsch n o th in g  in  the  w o rld  is p ro h ib ite d , and 
especially in  a conquered co u n try . There fore  Gestapo, 
a rm y, and o ffic ia ls gave fu l l  ve n t to  th e ir  appetites. T h e y  
d id  n o t deny themselves any abuses.

THE HEROIC POLISH NATION

I t  is im possib le to  enum erate a ll the  cruelties. . T he  
Polish people suffered b u t d id  n o t subm it, d id  n o t accept 
any com prom ise. D u r in g  th is pe riod  the Germ ans were 
lo o k in g  fo r some poss ib ility  o f  co-operation  w ith  the Poles. 
T h e y  p lanned  to  create a Polish G overnm ent, w h ich  w o u ld  
he lp  to  persuade the  w o rld  th a t the  Poles desired to 
rem a in  w ith  the R eich.

B u t am ong the  m a n y  m illio n s  o f Poles i t  was im possible 
to  fin d  a H acha , to  fin d  a m an  w ho, fo r his ow n p ro f it  o r 
fo r  fea r o f  persecution, w o u ld  consent to  ta rn ish  the honou r 
o f  the  n a tio n — b y  w o rk in g  w ith  the enemy.
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I n  a ll the co u n try  a tem pest o f c ru e lty  raged— b u t the 
people d id  n o t y ie ld .

I l l

T H E  T E R R IB L E  W IN T E R  IN  P O L A N D

THE PARTITION OF THE COUNTRY

F o r  weeks a t a tim e  rum ours c ircu la ted— sometimes even 
con firm ed  by  the  Germ ans— th a t one p a rt o f  the co u n try  
w o u ld  be inco rpo ra ted  in  the R e ich  and the  Other w o u ld  
fo rm  a so-called Restgebiet. W h a t characte r w o u ld  th is 
Restgebiet have? W o u ld  i t  be a b u ffe r state o r a 
p ro tecto ra te?  N o b o dy  knew , as also nobody knew  w h ich  
d is tric ts  w o u ld  be jo in e d  to  w h ich .

F ron tie rs  were often d e lim ite d  and changed fro m  
O ctobe r 1939 to  J a n u a ry  1940, w hen they were d e fin ite ly  
settled. F ro m  th is tim e  the crossing o f the fro n tie r began 
to  be extrem e ly  d iff ic u lt, because perm ission had to  be 
ob ta ined  fro m  B erlin .

THE ABNORMAL SEPARATION CREATED DIFFICULTIES

T h is  u n n a tu ra l separation in fluenced  econom ic life  ve ry  
strong ly . T h e  fron tie rs  were settled accord ing  to  G erm an 
g re e d : a ll the m ost fe rtile  d is tric ts  go ing to  the R e ich , and, 
fo r  instance, W arsaw  be ing  c u t o f f  fro m  a ll po in ts  w h ich  
fo rm e rly  supplied the ca p ita l w ith  food.

Im p o r ta n t com m erc ia l and fin a n c ia l m ovem ents in  
n o rm a l times jo in e d  W arsaw  w ith  the biggest Polish in ­
d u s tr ia l tow n , Lodz. N o w  the  dem arca tion  lin e  ru in e d  
th is  a c tiv ity .

Beside a ll th is there were m any d ifficu ltie s  fo r people, 
the  n o rth e rn  fro n tie r passing ve ry  near the cap ita l. T h e  
in h a b ita n ts  of, fo r  instance, N o w y  D w o r (a suburban
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settlem ent) w o rk in g  in  W arsaw  had the choice o f  leav ing  
th e ir  em p loym ent o r th e ir  homes, because i t  was im possible 
to  o b ta in  a p e rm it to  cross the  fro n tie r.

THE CONDITIONS OF LIFE IN THE TERRITORIES

INCORPORATED IN THE REICH. ECONOMIC DIFFICULTIES

F ro m  n o w  on e n tire ly  d iffe re n t cond itions p reva iled  in  
the  Polish te rrito ries  inco rpo ra ted  in  the  R e ich  fro m  those 
in  the  inde te rm ina te  Restgebiet, ca lled now  “ G overnm ent 
G enera l.”

I n  the p a rt be long ing  to  the R e ich  the  chaos in  the 
a d m in is tra tio n  was m uch  less, even though  i t  d id  exist. 
Severe co n tro l o f  com m erce and  p ro d u c tio n  was q u ic k ly  
im posed. B u t even those p roducts w h ich  were n o t ye t 
subject to  restric tions cou ld  n o t fin d  purchasers, because 
o f lack  o f  currency.

In  the  inco rpo ra ted  te rrito ries  the  m a rk  was established 
as the  s tandard  cu rrency, b u t the  exchange was ve ry  
disadvantageous to  the  in hab itan ts . T h a t is w h y  the 
am oun t o f  ac tua l cash c irc u la tin g  in  the co u n try  was m uch  
too sm all.

T h e  sale o f  a g r ic u ltu ra l p roducts  m e t w ith  the  greatest 
d ifficu ltie s , n o t o n ly  fo r  the above-m entioned reasons b u t 
also because a ll export, even fro m  one d is tr ic t to  another, 
was p ro h ib ite d . In  consequence the prices o f goods, and 
especially o f  food, etc., were tw o  o r three times less in  the 
R e ich  te rrito ries  th a n  in  G overnm ent G eneral, b u t the 
p roduce r cou ld  n o t sell his crop  and the buye r in  the  tow n  
cou ld  n o t b u y  it.

THE INHUMAN EVICTIONS

N a tu ra lly  a ll these orders and p ro h ib itio n s  concerned 
o n ly  th a t p a rt o f  the  p o p u la tio n  w ho rem ained re la tive ly



free, and cou ld  lead th e ir  ow n  lives and ca rry  on  th e ir  ow n 
business.

T h e  expression “ th e ir  o w n ”  is n o t exact. W e know  
th a t Polish ow nersh ip  was suppressed in  the te rrito ries  
inco rpo ra ted  in  the R eich.

People deprived o f th e ir  p ro p e rty  were banished fro m  
th e ir  p lace o f  residence, b u t a t the beg inn ing  th is was never 
done en masse. T h e  hum an  evictions, w h ich  be re ft th o u ­
sands o f  people o f th e ir  a ll, raged p r in c ip a lly  in  D ecem ber, 
Ja n u a ry , and F eb rua ry , and were the  c h ie f characteris tic  
o f  th a t pe riod . .

A t  th is  tim e  frosts o f  fro m  20° to  30° C entig rade  ravaged 
the co u n try , and the expulsions and the  w a y  they were 
ca rried  o u t were w ith o u t a trace o f hum an  feeling.

U n fo rtu n a te  people forced to  leave th e ir  hom e, and 
d riv e n  to  a life  o f  extrem e m isery and vagrancy, were 
m ade to  suffer a ll sorts o f  cruelties and a ll sorts o f  u n ­
necessary p e tty  annoyances.

THE TERRIFYING METHODS OF EVICTION: PEOPLE 

TORTURED BY PETTY ANNOYANCES

I n  G d yn ia  and Poznan, in  m any instances, people were 
fo rced to  leave th e ir  homes a t tw e n ty  m inu tes ’ notice, w ith  
perm ission to take w ith  them  o n ly  w h a t they  cou ld  ca rry , 
b u t ne ithe r m oney (10 m arks on ly ) n o r jewels.

In  tw o  cases in  Poznan they  were ordered to  leave th e ir  
apartm ents between 8 and 10 p .m . B u t, in  spite o f  
h a v ing  tw o  hours’ tim e , the  people were ob liged  to  w o rk  
in  the da rk , because the  Germ ans had c u t o f f  the 
e le c tric ity .

O nce, also in  Poznan, the o rde r to  leave the  houses a t 
seven o ’clock in  the m o rn in g  was posted up  on the c ity  
w a lls  eleven hours beforehand— th a t is to  say, a t e igh t 
o ’clock a t n ig h t— a lthough  no one was a llow ed in  the street
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u n t i l  5 a .m . next day—-just tw o  hours before the  o rde r 
came in to  force.

D u r in g  the expulsions fro m  the  d is tr ic t o f  J a ro c in  a 
seventy-year-o ld and sick w om an w anted to  take a b lanke t 
w ith  her to  p u t on  the  flo o r o f  the  ca ttle  trucks (generally  
used fo r  the e v ic ted ). T h e  Germ ans confiscated it ,  
fo rc in g  her to  tra ve l in  the te rr ib le  frost w ith o u t any 
covering.
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THE TRAINS OF DEATH

O n  16th D ecem ber 1939, w ith  180 C entig rade  o f  frost, 
a tra in  stopped in  Skiern iew ice. I t  was a goods tra in  
w ith  h e rm e tica lly  closed ca ttle  trucks, fu l l  o f  people 
evicted fro m  Poznan. T h e y  had been tw e n ty -e ig h t hours 
en route, d u r in g  w h ich  tim e  they  had  never been p e rm itte d  
to  get ou t. T h e y  received n e ith e r food n o r d r in k , no t 
even w a te r— n o th in g  a t a ll. I n  a tru c k  w here there  were 
23 w om en, 12 m en, and 10 ch ild re n , there was o n ly  one 
b und le  o f  straw  in  the  w ay o f  bedd ing , and before leav ing  
every rug , even a fu r  coat, had been taken aw ay b y  the 
G erm an soldiers. T h e  u n fo rtu n a te  people d id  n o t know  
w here they  w ere be ing  sent. T h is  tra in  was fo llow ed  by 
m a n y  others.

I n  the m id d le  o f D ecem ber a tra in  fu l l  o f  people ex­
pe lled  fro m  G d yn ia  stopped in  Siedlce. T h e y  had  trave lled  
in  h e rm e tica lly  closed carriages fo r fo u r days and five  
n igh ts, w ith  a tem pera tu re  o f 20°-25° C entig rade  o f  frost. 
D u r in g  a ll th is tim e  they  also d id  n o t receive food o r 
d r in k . O n  a rr iv a l i t  was found  th a t six persons were 
dead and one c h ild  had been bo rn . In  any case the 
G erm ans d id  n o t p e rm it any he lp  to  be g iven. O n  the 
Siedlce sta tion  an o ld  ra ilw a y  p o rte r tr ie d  to  g ive the 
u n fo rtu n a te  people some fresh w a te r : guards shot a t h im . 
A  w om an  w ho on the  same sta tion  tr ie d  to  get o u t o f  the



tra in  to  get some food fo r  her c h ild — d y in g  o f  hunger—  
was shot dead.

I n  the  firs t days o f  F eb rua ry , w ith  350 o f  frost, a goods 
tra in  w ith  h e rm e tica lly  closed ca ttle  trucks a rr ive d  a t 
O tw ock . W hen i t  stopped a few  people w ho  were on  the 
s ta tion  were shocked b y  a te rr ib le  c ry  com ing  fro m  the 
t r a in :  “ H e lp ! H e lp ! N e a rly  a ll o u r ch ild re n  are 
a lready  dead, the  others are d y in g ! F o r five  days and 
six n igh ts we have been w ith o u t food ! H e lp ! ”

I t  is im possib le to  describe the voices o f  these ha lf-c razy  
m others whose ch ild re n  had  frozen to  death  in  th e ir  arms.

In  th is tra in  there were sixty frozen children. W om en on 
the  s ta tion  tr ie d  to  g ive the  to r tu re d  people some h o t te a : 
th e y  w ere beaten and d rive n  aw ay b y  the G erm an soldiers.

T h e  tra in  started slow ly, w ith  an accom pan im ent o f  
hea rt-b reak ing  cries: “ H e l p ! ! ! ”  T h is  w o rd  “ H e lp ”  
echoed fo r  a long  tim e  am ong the  trees o f  the  O tw o ck  
forest.

W hen the  tra in  a rr ive d  a t L u b l in  n e a rly  a ll the ch ild re n  
w ere frozen to  death— d e libe ra te ly  k ille d  b y  the Germans.

T h e  m ost im pressive th in g  was to  see a t O tw o ck  these 
soldiers, p ro b a b ly  s im ple peasants fro m  B avaria  o r Saxony, 
w h o  cou ld  see w om en and  ch ild re n  d y in g  and a llo w  no 
one to  he lp  them . N o  o rde r cou ld  have prevented them  
fro m  tu rn in g  th e ir  backs and m o v in g  a few  yards aw ay and 
p re tend ing  to  see n o th in g . T h e y  m ig h t a t least have ke p t 
some trace o f  hu m a n  fee ling  in  th e ir  souls. O n  the 
p la tfo rm  o f  th is  l i t t le  s ta tion  one needed g rea t force and 
g rea t fa ith  to  keep a b e lie f in  hum an  nature .

In  F e b rua ry  a goods tra in  a rr ive d  a t C racow . W hen the 
ca ttle  trucks were opened nobody came ou t. T here  were 
inside— only dead bodies.
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IN THE TOWNS

I n  Lodz  people evicted fro m  th e ir  hom e were firs t shut 
up  in  ru in e d  fa c to ry  bu ild ings . Ins ide  there were io ° —20° 
o f  frost, and w ith in  tw elve days fo rty -five  ch ild re n  and three 
o ld  m en froze there.

I n  L o d z  the fo llo w in g  event occurred. A  w o rke r’s w ife  
ju s t s tarted to g ive b ir th  to  a ch ild , w hen  tw o  G erm an 
officers a rr ive d  a t he r hom e and  ordered her to  leave the 
house a t once. T h e  husband and the  m id w ife  begged fo r 
perm ission to  rem a in  there t i l l  the c h ild  was bo rn . T he  
G erm ans asked how  long  i t  w o u ld  be. A n d  w hen, 
n a tu ra lly , i t  was im possible to  say exactly , they  insisted 
upon  ta k in g  the w om an  ou t. She was loaded w ith  her 
bed on a lo r ry  and ca rried  to  the above-m entioned ru in e d  
b u ild in g , w here, in  15° o f frost, she gave b ir th  to  the  ch ild , 
w ho, o f  course, d ied  a t once.

I n  a ve ry  p o o r d is tr ic t o f  W łoc ław ek an o rde r was g iven 
to the people to  leave th e ir  homes and eve ry th ing  they 
possessed. D espa iring , they  d id  n o t c a rry  o u t the o rde r 
and rem ained a t home. T h e n  the  Germans set a ll the 
d is tr ic t on fire  and  so forced the p o p u la tio n  to  leave.

EVICTIONS FROM THE COUNTRY

People were banished n o t o n ly  fro m  the towns b u t also 
fro m  the co u n try  d is tric ts . F ro m  the  m ano r houses the  
g en try  were genera lly  d rive n  aw ay b y  low e r offic ia ls w ith  
ve ry  b ru ta l procedure, and  often in  q u ite  senseless fashion. 
H ere  is an exam ple : D o ro ta  M ., a s ix-m onths-o ld  baby, 
was arrested on a special w r it te n  order. I t  is necessary to 
add  th a t the c h ild  had n o t the same nam e as its m o the r, 
and no m istake was possible. W hen the Gestapo a rr ive d  
the  nurse (the m o th e r was o u t look ing  in  the  hospita ls fo r 
the  w ounded fa ther) tr ie d  to  persuade the Germans th a t



i t  was s tup id  to  take a baby  to  prison. Seeing th a t her 
protests were useless she asked to  be taken w ith  the baby. 
T he  o ffice r answered th a t he had no o rde r to arrest the 
nurse and he w o u ld  n o t do i t .  A fte r w h ich  he .took the 
ch ild  away.

A t  last the au thorities  p e rm itte d  the nurse to  be im ­
prisoned w ith  the baby. A fte r  a few  days’ im prisonm en t 
in  R aco t they were p u t on  an evacuation  tra in  and sent 
to  the  east.

A fte r  a long  jo u rn e y  in  freezing cold, and w ith o u t food, 
they  were released in  an em pty  fie ld , and f in a lly  the nurse 
a rr ive d  on foo t a t W arsaw  w ith  the baby  in  her arms.

THE CAMP OF CRUELTY

I n  ano ther p a rt o f  Poland (near K u tn o ) , a fte r h av ing  
arrested the m en o f  the  b e tte r classes, the  G erm an 
au thorities  suddenly im prisoned  the  w om en and ch ild re n , 
sending them  to  the  concen tra tion  cam p near Lodz. T h is  
cam p, fu l l  o f  uppe r and professional class people, was 
no to rious fo r  its te rr ib le  cond itions. T h e  people had n o t 
even straw , and slept on  the  bare cem ent, w ith  150 G. o f  
frost. T h e  sheds were so overcrow ded th a t no  one cou ld  
change his pos ition  d u r in g  the  n ig h t. T h a t is w h y  a 
seventy-three-year-o ld  L a d y  W . go t sores on  her back, by  
ly in g  too long  upon  i t ,  and a t last d ied— like  m a n y  others.

N o t o n ly  the gen try , b u t every m o n th  m ore  peasants 
were evicted fro m  th e ir  homes.

INDIVIDUAL EVICTION AND INDIVIDUAL FLIGHTS

Besides the mass expulsions thousands o f  fam ilies were 
evicted in d iv id u a lly . T h e y  were o ften  robbed  b y  the 
Germ ans d u r in g  th e ir  jo u rn e y . F o r instance, people fro m  
W abrzezno were stripped  in  P lock unde r pretence o f 
exam ina tion . T h e  soldiers stole even th e ir  boots.
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O th e r fam ilies in  the  te rrito ries  inco rpo ra ted  in  the 
R e ich  were flee ing fro m  th e ir  homes. T h e y  d id  so ( i )  to  
avo id  the  te rr ib le  danger o f  evacuation  tra ins, w h ich  m eant 
death fo r ch ild re n , (2) to  save m ore  o f  th e ir  personal 
belongings, (3) to  avo id  separation fro m  th e ir  fa m ily .

THE SEPARATION OF FAMILIES 

I n  m a n y  d is tric ts  (Lodz , etc.) the  fa th e r was sent to  one 
place, the m o th e r to  another, and the ch ild re n  separated 
fro m  bo th .

O n  22nd M a rc h  there a rr ive d  a t C racov a tra in  w ith  
1100 ch ild re n , fro m  tw o  to  fourteen  years o f  age. T h e y  
had been taken aw ay fro m  th e ir  parents, w ho  had no hope 
o f  d iscovering them . A  baby  w ho is now  o n ly  tw o  and 
does n o t know  its ow n nam e !

THOUSANDS AND THOUSANDS OF TRAGEDIES 

T he re  are thousands and thousands o f  such examples, 
and nobody w ho hears o f  them , nobody  w ho reads these 
words, can im ag ine  the  im m ens ity  o f  th is tragedy. I t  is 
one th in g  to  read a statem ent th a t 80,000 people were 
evicted fro m  G d yn ia  and 100,000 fro m  Poznan, and 
ano the r to  see these faces d row ned in  tears, these sh ive ring  
bodies, the ha lf-c razy  eyes o f  m others whose ch ild re n  have 
frozen to  death  in  th e ir  arms, frozen because the Germ ans 
p ro h ib ite d  anyone fro m  g iv in g  them  a glass o f  h o t tea. 
The despair o f  these w om en, w ho  saw he lp  so near and 
were unab le  to reach i t !  A n d  ye t ano ther to  hear m en 
in  the ca ttle  trucks try in g  to  break open the closed doors 
w ith  th e ir  bodies in  o rde r to  get o u t and b rin g  he lp  to 
th e ir  loved ones d y in g  in  the tra in .

T h is  despair and th is tragedy are im possible to exp la in  
and im possible to describe. T h e y  m ust be seen.
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THE FATE OF THE EVICTED PEOPLE

T h e  Poles d rive n  aw ay were sent to  the  G overnm ent 
G eneral, sometimes to  a to w n  o r v illage  (genera lly  ve ry  
p o o r and qu ite  unab le  to  support these u n fo rtuna te  people), 
b u t m ost fre q u e n tly  they were released and p u t o u t o f  the 
tra in  a t n ig h t in  an em pty  fie ld , fa r fro m  hum an  h a b ita tio n , 
helpless and half-frozen.

I t  is im possible to describe the  m isery o f a ll these people, 
w h ich  increased every day.

THOSE WHO REMAIN IN THE REICH m

T h e  people w ho  s till rem ained in  th e ir  homes ( in  the 
te rrito rie s  inco rpo ra ted  in  the R e ich) had  no longer any 
security  and the G erm an au thorities  persecuted them  w ith  
a ll sorts o f  annoyances: fo r instance, they m ust defer to 
any  officer, N .C .O ., o r  o ffic ia l, and give w ay to  h im . W hen 
a tradesm an fro m  P lock d id  n o t do so, tw o  soldiers tra m p le d  
h im  underfoo t and beat h im  t i l l  he fa in ted .

I f  anybody in  Poznan le ft his house fo r a few  hours he 
was ob liged to give up  the key, thus a llo w in g  the Germans 
to  confiscate the  apa rtm en t a t any m om ent.

In  the sm all tow n  o f G ., in  the so-called Warthegau, 
i t  was p ro h ib ite d  to  go o u t a fte r 5 p .m ., p ro h ib ite d  to  f ig h t 
the  apa rtm en t, and even to ta lk  there a fte r 9 p .m ., and 
w orst o f  a ll— i t  was p ro h ib ite d  to  lock  any door, so th a t 
the Gestapo cou ld  come in  a t any tim e.

A n d  the  Gestapo officers like d  to  amuse themselves: 
fo r  instance on C hristm as Eve, 1939, they ra n  th ro u g h  the 
streets o f  th is  to w n  shooting a t the closed w indow s o f  the 
houses and pu rsu ing  the w om en. T h e y  caugh t a t last a 
th irteen -yea r-o ld  g ir l (an o n ly  c h ild ), dragged her o u t o f 
he r house, and v io la ted  her, a fte r w h ich  they  p u t five  
bu lle ts  in to  her and th re w  her on the d u n g h ill, like  a dead 

dog.



I n  P iatek a t the end o f  D ecem ber s ix ty -five  persons were 
k ille d , nobody knew  w h y— p ro b a b ly  fo r  the  same reason 
w h ich  was g iven to  L a d y  H . w hen, w eeping, she asked 
the Gestapo w h y  her husband was shot dead : “ H e  was 
a Pole— th a t is enough,”  said the  Nazis.

In  the Polish te rrito ries  inco rpo ra ted  in  the  R e ich  the 
people liv e d  unde r savage te rro r, in  indescribab le  fear o f 
ev ic tion , th a t is o f  to rtu re , death, o r— in  the best case—  
extrem e poverty .

THE GOVERNMENT GENERAL AND ITS ECONOMIC 

SITUATION

Thousands o f  beggars, thousands o f  people banished 
fro m  th e ir  homes, overran  the G overnm ent G eneral. 
Everyone th o u g h t i t  w o u ld  be easier to  live  there.

In  the G overnm ent General Polish p ro p e rty  existed in  
p rin c ip le , and re s tric tion  and co n tro l were perhaps a l it t le  
less. B u t the  chaos and a d m in is tra tive  incoherence were 
m uch  greater, the cost o f  l iv in g  and scarc ity  enormous. 
T he  econom ic s itua tion  and— i f  i t  is s till possible to ca ll i t  
so— the econom ic life  were ca tastroph ic. F o r instance the 
b u ild in g  companies, w h ich  a fte r bom ba rdm en t ough t to  
have had  m any oppo rtun ities , d id  n o t w o rk  on  a b ig  scale 
because the au thorities  confiscated fro m  them  a ll m a te ria l 
o f  m ore th a n  $100—150 va lue. T he  factories were 
closed, w ith  the exception o f  those w h ich  w orked fo r 
Germans on ly , and those— ve ry  few— w h ich , thanks to  the 
cleverness o f  th e ir owners, received fro m  the Germ ans the 
necessary ra w  m ateria ls.

T h e  lack  o f  ra w  m ateria ls  was the firs t o f  three p r in c ip a l 
reasons fo r stagnation. Secondly, every bank account 
be ing  b locked the businesses had no m oney to  s ta rt th e ir  
a c tiv ity . T h ird ly ,  m any k inds o f  p ro d u c tio n  were e n tire ly  
p ro h ib ite d .
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A n o th e r d iff ic u lty  in  the  econom ic life  was th a t the 
wages o f  the  w orkers and artisans were fixed  b y  the 
au tho rities , and the em ployers had  no pow er to  reduce o r 
increase them . T h e  resu lt was th a t a p ro fita b le  b u s in e ss  

cou ld  n o t give m ore  m oney to  its people, w ho  o ften  le ft 
i t ,  p re fe rrin g  to  set up  on  th e ir  ow n. F o r instance a shoe­
m aker w ho  had increased the wages o f his assistant was 
fined  1000 zl.

A n d  on the  co n tra ry  an em ployer whose business was 
do ing  b a d ly  cou ld  n o t reduce the wages, even i f  the em ­
ployees, agreeing to  earn less, were w il lin g  to  .con tribu te  
to  the  m aintenance o f the unde rtak ing .

T he  salaries o f  clerks and m agistrates were also b ro u g h t 
dow n  to  a ve ry  lo w  leve l. F o r instance a great p a rt o f  
them  were reduced b y  m ore th a n  h a lf, and i t  is necessary 
to  add  th a t the  cost o f  l iv in g  increased three to  five  times.

COST OF LIVING

T he  G erm an au tho rities  fixed  the m a x im u m  prices fo r 
every a rtic le  o f  p r im a ry  necessity. T o  charge m ore was 
p ro h ib ite d  upon  p a in  o f death. T h a t m eant i f  somebody 
b o u g h t bread fo r five  cents above the  fixed  p rice  he and 
the seller ra n  the same risk.

In  spite o f  th is severity a ll these orders rem ained qu ite  
sterile. T h e  fixed  prices were so lo w  th a t every a rtic le  
m entioned  in  the orders im m e d ia te ly  disappeared fro m  the 
lega l com m erce, to  become an ob ject o f  w id e ly  extended 

ille g a l tra ffic .
T h e  fix in g  o f  prices w hen food was be ing  ca rried  away 

to  G erm any, and the lack  o f  i t  increasing every day, 
resu lted in  a ve ry  sm all n um be r o f people, w ho  s till had 
m uch  m oney, be ing  able to  b u y  nea rly  every th ing , b u t 
others— thousands and thousands— starved in  the cities.
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MISERY AND HUNGER

T here  were ra tio n  cards fo r food, b u t the ra tions were 
ve ry  sm all and ve ry  ir re g u la r ly  o b ta in a b le : fo r instance 
up  to  A p r i l  fats w ere n o t even once d is tribu ted .

H ere  are examples o f  p o ve rty  in  W arsaw : a l it t le  boy 
o f  n ine  m onths was nourished o n ly  w ith  spongy b ro w n  
bread and h o t w a te r. A n o th e r one, a c h ild  o f  five  years, 
in  the depths o f  w in te r d id  n o t eat a n y th in g  ho t, even tea, 
fo r  tw o  weeks.

THE LACK OF CLOTHING

Besides foodstuffs, co n tro l was exercised over m any o the r 
a rtic les and goods. F o r instance a ll te x tile  m ateria ls , etc. 
I t  was necessary to have special perm ission to b u y  clothes, 
o r  even a pocket-handkerch ie f. B u t to  ask fo r  th is p e rm it 
was dangerous. A  Polish d o c to r requested a so-called 
“ b o o t-c a rd ”  and received i t  fa ir ly  easily, o n ly  his nam e 
and address w ere noted. H e  bo u g h t the  shoes a t a lo w  
p rice  and was ve ry  satisfied, b u t the next day a com ­
m ission a rr ive d  a t his house and confiscated a ll the o the r 
boots w h ich  he had a t hom e, leav ing  o n ly  the new  p a ir . 
T h e  au thorities  decided th a t m ore than  one p a ir  was too 
m uch  fo r a doc to r in  Poland.

A t  last, free and u ncon tro lled  trade  was possible o n ly  in  
c h ild re n ’s toys, s ta tionery, po rce la in , ja m  w ith o u t sugar, 
and a few  o the r things.

DISEASE WITHOUT HELP

Besides p o ve rty  and a disastrous econom ic s itua tion  the 
c o u n try  was ravaged b y  disease. S truggle  against i t  was 
ve ry  d if f ic u lt  fo r m any reasons:

1. In  the  towns, pipes be ing damaged, the w a te r was 
in fected , indeed in  some cases there was no supp ly  a t a ll.

2. Thousands o f bu ild ings  were ru ined , and those s til l



stand ing  were te r r ib ly  overcrow ded : sometimes six fam ilies 
liv e d  in  one apa rtm en t.

3. B y reason o f  G erm an co n tro l, soap was a lm ost u n ­
ob ta inab le .

4. F o r the above-m entioned reasons there was a g reat 
la ck  o f  clothes and underw ear. M a n y  people lost th e ir 
possessions in  the  b om ba rdm en t and fire , others— the 
evic ted— had the irs stolen.

5. T he re  was lack  o f  medicines. M a n y  chemists be ing
ru in e d , in  num erous d is tric ts  i t  was im possible to  fin d  even 
asp irin . *

In  spite o f noisy G erm an propaganda, the  hyg ien ic  
cond itions in  P oland w ere pe rfec tly  te rr ib le  d u r in g  this 
period .

LIVING IN FEAR

M oreover, in  spite o f  a ll th a t has been said, the people 
in  G overnm ent G eneral lived  in  constant fear :

1. Fear o f  arrest. I t  was absolute ly im possible to  
understand fo r w h a t reason persons were im p risoned : 
sometimes they w ere po litic ians , sometimes ve ry  s im ple 
and o rd in a ry  w orkers, b o th  m en and w om en, o ften  even 
ch ild re n . N o  am o u n t o f  care o r good behav iou r cou ld  
keep one free o f arrest.

2. Fear o f  be ing  shot dead. T h e  shooting o f  m any 
people took place every n ig h t in  the  P a rlia m e n t G arden. 
Besides th a t every p ros titu te  considered diseased was 
k ille d , ju s t like  anyone w ho stole m ore than  once, though  
the  thefts in  th is year o f  te rr ib le  p o ve rty  were pe rfectly  
understandable .

3. Fear o f  special events like  the fo llo w in g : in  the 
m id d le  o f F e b rua ry  the Gestapo came one day to  tw o  b ig  
and overcrow ded cafés in  W arsaw  and arrested a ll the 
w om en (m any o f them  o f the best society) in  spite o f  
the protest o f  th e ir  husbands. T h e y  were taken to the
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hosp ita l fo r  venereal diseases and there were subm itted  
to  a h u m ilia tin g  exam ina tion , a fte r w h ich  some w ere set 
free. W h a t happened to  the  others nobody knows.

4. Facts like  the  fo llo w in g : in  F e b ru a ry  and  M a rc h  
even m ore  fre q u e n tly  young  g irls  disappeared fro m  th e ir  
homes, fro m  the  streets, etc. Some tim e  la te r, in  the 
G erm an p ropaganda papers, reports appeared saying th a t 
these g irls  were in  G erm any, w o rk in g  in  ru ra l d istricts. 
I t  was m uch  too em pha tic  to  be true , and m a n y  attestations 
p roved  q u ite  the con tra ry . H e re  is an exam ple w h ich  
re a lly  happ e n e d :

O n  17th  M a rc h  a n ine teen-year-o ld  g ir l (daugh te r o f  an 
o ffic ia l) was go ing  th ro u g h  the  W arecka Street. A  m o to r­
ca r stopped suddenly beh ind  her near the sidewalk. 
Im m e d ia te ly  tw o  N .C .O .s  sprang o u t and caugh t the  g ir l 
b y  the  shoulder, p u llin g  her in to  the car. T w o  o the r 
te rr ifie d  w om en were a lready inside.

T h e y  were a t once d rive n  a t fu l l  speed to  the  suburbs, 
where in  the  G erm an barracks they  found  s ix ty  o the r young  
w om en assembled in  an em p ty  room .

W a rn in g  them  th a t a false dec la ra tion  w o u ld  be punished 
b y  death, officers began the id e n tif ic a tio n  o f the w om en. 
In  spite o f  threats the o ffic ia l’s daugh te r gave a fic titio u s  
nam e and address. A l l  the m a rrie d  w om en were released, 
the  others were stripped , washed, th e ir  h a ir  dressed, 
m an icu red , etc. T h ree  Volksdeutsch w om en (G erm ans 
l iv in g  in  Poland) w atched the un fortuna tes and to ld  them  
they  w o u ld  be g iven to  the officers, fo r the reason th a t they 
belonged to  the cap ita l. Those w ho  were b ro u g h t in  fro m  
the villages w o u ld  be fo r the  soldiers.

E ve ry  ten  m inutes one o f the g irls , q u ite  naked, was 
pushed tow ards the end o f  the b u ild in g  to  ce rta in  officers’ 
rooms. W hen the tu rn  o f the o ff ic ia l’s daugh te r a rrived  
the  Volksdeutsch pushed her in to  the h a ll, o rde ring  her to



go to the le ft. T h e  g ir l,  bene fiting  b y  a m om ent w hen the 
Volksdeutsch tu rn e d  her back, seized an overcoat, w h ich  
was hang ing  there, and ran  to the r ig h t instead o f  tp the 
le ft.

She found  herse lf in  a b ig  em p ty  room  w ith  closed 
w indow s. I t  was on the firs t floo r. She broke the panes 
and, regardless o f the  danger, go t ou t, s lipped dow n  the 
gu tte r-p ipe , and ra n  to  the suburban street.

N obody  pursued her. Perhaps the Germans d id  n o t 
no tice  her escape, perhaps they  d id  n o t w a n t tp  a ttra c t 
p u b lic  a tte n tio n — a t any ra te  they ne ith e r shot no r 
arrested her, and she a rr ive d  hom e c lad o n ly  in  an overcoat.

T h is  fac t is s tr ic t ly  true , the w r ite r  has spoken w ith  the 
g ir l  in  question.

5. Fear o f  s til l m ore  frequen t abuses. H ere  are 
examples. O nce a t 11 p.m. three Gestapo officers a rr ive d  
a t a Jew ish ap a rtm e n t in  M arszałkow ska Street. T h e y  
found  there a young  seventeen-year-old boy, his m o the r, 
his sister, th e ir  cousin, and a servant. T h e  Germans 
pushed them  a ll in to  the same room  and stripped  them , 
a fte r w h ich  they beat the servant, saying th a t she was n o t 
to  serve the Jews. L a te r they threatened the boy w ith  a 
revo lve r and forced h im  to m asturbate  in  presence o f the 
fo u r w om en. I t  w o u ld  be d if f ic u lt  to  fin d  a be tte r exam ple 
o f G erm an degeneracy.

In  M a rc h  1940, in  the suburbs o f  W arsaw, a G erm an 
so ld ier shot a tw e lve -year-o ld  boy dead w ith o u t w a rn in g  
w h ile  he was try in g  to  scrape some coaldust together a t 
a p lace where p rev ious ly  the p o p u la tio n  had been a llow ed 
to  do so. H a lf  an h o u r la te r th is so ld ier q u ie tly  ate his 
d in n e r in  a near-by restaurant, n o t in  the least troub led  
b y  his deed.

O n  23rd M a rc h  a G erm an p a tro l on a corner o f  N . S w ia t 
and O rd yn a cka  streets arrested a m an  fo r  be ing  in  the
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street a t a q u a rte r past e ight, w h ich  was the curfew -hour. 
T h e y  beat h im , tra m p le d  h im  underfoo t, and ju m p e d  on 
his chest w ith  th e ir  heavy iron -shod  boots.

T he  Massacre of W aw er is w e ll k n o w n : tw o  d runken  
G erm an soldiers were k ille d  there in  a b ra w l w ith  d runken  
apaches. T h e  Gestapo a rrived  a few  hours la te r and 
shot dead 128 abso lu te ly  innocen t persons (the  true  c u lp r it  
had escaped lo n g  before), a few  fro m  W aw er and A n in  
(suburban  settlem ents), the m a jo r ity  dragged o u t o f  
passing tra ins. A m o n g  the  v ic tim s  were tw e lve  boys 
unde r fourteen years o f  age.

THE LAND OF TEARS

In to  the G overnm ent G eneral, ravaged b y  pove rty , 
disease, and in h u m a n  te rro r, the  Germ ans drove every 
day thousands o f  b roken-hearted  people. E ve ry  day the 
despa ir in  th is sm all p a rt o f  P o land increased. L ife  
became m o ra lly  heavier every day. Thousands o f  fam ilies 
had th e ir  fathers, o r husbands, o r  sons in  G erm an con­
ce n tra tio n  camps, and in  F e b ru a ry  tra ins o f re tu rn in g  
prisoners began to  a rr ive  in  W arsaw. T ra in s  o f d y in g  
skeletons. T h e ir  w ounds and  th e ir  appearance to ld  
be tte r than  th e ir  tongues the tru th  abou t ce rta in  
concen tra tion  camps in  G erm any.

F o r instance, in  H ohenste in , in  one shed where there 
were 350 m en 51 d ied  w ith in  three weeks, fro m  in fec tion  
o f  undressed wounds, fro m  fever, and fro m — beating. F o r 
they were beaten w ith  ru b b e r truncheons often several 
tim es a day.

In  the  w ho le  cam p they  suffered fro m  hunger. F o r the 
one and o n ly  m eal a day they had received 80 litres  o f 
m ilk  fo r 6000 m en. I t  was supplem ented w ith  w a te r 
and w ith  b its o f  cabbage.

I t  is im possible to  re la te  th e ir  saga o f  suffering. T h e y
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trave lled  five  days in  frost w ith o u t food and d r in k , and 
abou t 12 per cent d ied. N o  one cou ld  get o u t o f  the tra in  
w ith o u t he lp . M a n y  were w ounded a t the  m om ent o f  
leav ing  the  sta tion  in  East Prussia: to  m ake them  h u rry  
the  Germ ans stuck them  v igo rous ly  in  the back w ith  
bayonets. A n d  they were a ll people sent hom e on  account 
o f  severe illness. T h e y  a rrived  a t W arsaw  w ith  fresh wounds.

Beside m isery, hunger, disease, te rro r, and anx ie ty  fo r 
th e ir  loved ones, the  Poles suffered te r r ib ly  fro m  the lack 
o f accurate news. T h e  rea l Press d id  n o t exist. T here  
w ere how ever G erm an propaganda papers. T h e  people 
d id  n o t believe a w o rd  o f them , b u t the  abundance o f false 
news o f enem y vic to ries oppressed the p o p u la tio n . T o  
have a wireless, to lis ten to  the  news, to  repeat i t ,  etc., was 
p ro h ib ite d  on p a in  o f  death. T h e  resu lt was th a t the 
c o u n try  was in unda ted  w ith  a flood  o f rum ours. T he  
im p o ss ib ility  o f  kn o w in g  the tru th  abou t the  s itua tion  o f 
the  A llies , th is life  o f  u tte r u n ce rta in ty , was a ve ry  heavy, 
perhaps the  heaviest, bu rden  fo r the  Poles.

As i t  was im possible to  shut u p  a w ho le  n a tio n  in  prison, 
o r concen tra tion  camps, the  Germans changed the w hole  
c o u n try  in to  a da rk  gaol.

In  spite o f  th is  the Polish people never gave up. T h e ir  
sufferings u n ite d  them , th e ir  sufferings forged a u n ity , 
w h ich  is d if f ic u lt  to  p ic tu re  i f  one has seen o n ly  the Polish 

emigré.

I V

T H E  S P R IN G  G IV E S  N O  H O P E

TERROR INCREASED DURING THE OFFENSIVE IN THE WEST

I n  the sp ring  the G erm an m ethods in  P oland became m ore 
and m ore b ru ta l every week. T h e  te rro r increased. T h e  
reason is to  be found  in  the  s itu a tio n  in  the West.
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P reparing  the offensive, the Germans w anted  to  terrorise 
the  Polish p o p u la tio n  and in  th is w ay  to  gua rd  them ­
selves against any tendency to  in su rre c tio n  d u r in g  the 
con flic t.

T h a t is w h y  the  n u m b e r o f  arrests, executions, etc., in  
P o land increased in  the weeks before the offensives against 
N o rw ay , against H o lla n d , B e lg ium , France, against G reat 
B rita in , and d u r in g  the firs t pe riod  o f  them .

T h e n  as before the persecutions were d irec ted  p r in c ip a lly  
against the professional classes, and a ll the best elements 
in  the  coun try , b u t often the  m en in  the  street as w e ll 
as m ore im p o rta n t persons became the v ic tim s  o f  G erm an 
rage. O n  5 th  Septem ber a thousand persons were arrested 
in  W arsaw  alone.

T h e  n u m b e r o f  executions increased, and the reasons 
were m ore  and m ore  fu tile . F o r instance, a m an knew  
th a t his acquain tance had a revo lve r, and d id  n o t go to 
the G erm an au tho rities  to  denounce h im . W hen th is was 
discovered— the m an  was shot dead.

“ E ve ry  a tte m p t a t the smallest resistance to  G erm an 
wishes w il l  be punished b y  d e a th ”  was said once in  G erm an 
o ffic ia l circles. T h is  prom ise was s tr ic t ly  m a in ta ined .

THE REICH NEEDS WORKERS

O ne sometimes asks oneself w ho  w il l  rem a in  a live  in  th is 
u n fo rtuna te  coun try . Because a t th is tim e , besides arrests, 
executions, etc., a new  ca la m ity  began to  ravage the 
occupied te rrito ries . D e p o rta tio n  o f  m en and w om en in to  
G erm any, w h ich  took place seldom in  the au tum n , m ore 
o ften  in  w in te r, in  sp ring  and sum m er became te rr ify in g , 
and were the m ost characte ris tic  signs o f  th is period . T he  
reason is also to be found  in  the W estern s itua tion . T he  
R e ich  was fig h tin g  and needed m ore  and m ore  m en to 
w o rk  in  the  m un itions  factories, in  the fields, etc. T hen
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i t  seized slaves in  P oland, as in  fo rm e r times the slave- 
drivers  seized them  in  A frica .

MAN-HUNTING

I n  F e b rua ry  an o rde r was g iven th a t io  per cent o f  the 
Polish p o p u la tio n  fro m  the G overnm ent G eneral were to 
go to  G erm any as labourers (th is  num ber is equa l to  a 
general m o b ilisa tio n  o f so ld iers).

F irs t the Germans tr ie d  to encourage people, w ith  p ro p a ­
ganda, to  go v o lu n ta r ily , b u t q u ic k ly  they changed this 
system to  the b ru ta l m ethod o f “ m a n -h u n tin g ,”  th rea ten ing  
e ve ryb o d y : accord ing  to  the above-m entioned o rde r every 
m an  fro m  16 to 65, and every w om an fro m  16 to 50, was 
ob liged to  w o rk  fo r the Germans— w ith  the exception o f  
persons hav ing  legal contracts con firm ed by  the au thorities.

People were taken o u t fro m  th e ir  houses, seized on the  road, 
hun ted  in  the streets. H ere are examples o f m ethods used.

In  Sochaczew, d u r in g  the firs t levy, the w om en o f the 
m id d le  classes w ere especially sough t; am ong others a 
p regnan t w ife  was taken away.

I n  G rodzisk M azow ieck i, a fa th e r and m o the r were 
ca rried  aw ay and five  sm all ch ild re n  rem ained w ith o u t 
anyone to look a fte r them .

In  the same tow n  the Germans took aw ay the parents 
and le ft a baby w ith  a seventy-five-year-o ld g randm othe r, 
q u ite  poor, and unab le  to take charge o f a ch ild .

I t  is necessary to  add th a t, fo llo w in g  the  G erm an 
decision, the  salaries o f the Polish w orkers in  G erm any 
were n o t o n ly  ve ry  sm all, b u t, also, cou ld  be reduced 
accord ing  to  the ideas o f  th e ir  masters. I f  they judged  
them  n o t able enough, phys ica lly  o r m e n ta lly , the salary 
w o u ld  be suppressed. T h a t is w h y  the fam ilies rem a in ing  
in  P oland cou ld  never coun t fo r ce rta in  on  he lp  fro m  
re la tions ca rried  away.
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F o r the w om en the  danger was greater, because they 
were often sent firs t to  fie ld  w o rk  and la te r to  brothels. 
T h is  is k n o w n :

(1) F ro m  in fo rm a tio n  g iven b y  a G erm an o ffice r 
re c ru it in g  people in  Sochaczew. H e  was especially 
lo o k in g  fo r  young  g irls  (16-20) and w hen one said to h im  
th a t w om en o f  28-30  years were sure ly stronger and be tte r 
workers, he answered, “ T h a t is true , b u t these g irls  w i l l  be 
sent firs t to  a g r ic u ltu ra l d is tric ts  and la te r to  soldiers’ 
bro the ls, and they m ust be fa ir ly  young .”

(2) T o  the  v illa g e  o f  S tokruski a g ir l  came back fro m  
such a house. She was able to  re tu rn  because she was 
in fected  and ve ry  i l l .

(3) T he  same th in g  happened near W loclaw ek.
(4) A  g roup  o f  w om en fro m  Pom orze succeeded in  

sending some news o f  themselves to  th e ir  fa m ily .
In  the towns w ho le  blocks o f  houses were surrounded b y  

soldiers and every m an  found  inside was a t once ca rried  o f f  
to  G erm any, o ften  w ith o u t be ing  able to  say good-bye to 
his fa m ily .

LIFE OF HUNTED BEASTS

T h e  Polish p o p u la tio n  were fr igh tened  to  death b y  the 
danger o f  depo rta tion . T h e  know ledge o f  w h a t the  Poles 
in  G erm any had to  suffer (even q u ite  young  m en d ied from  
ove rw ork  and s ta rva tion ) increased the dread.

W hen these crue l deporta tions en masse began, a fte r a 
few  days o f  shock the p o p u la tio n  tr ie d  to h ide  themselves. 
D u r in g  weeks o f  the m ost im p lacab le  m a n -h u n tin g , people 
in  the  towns d id  n o t go o u t a t a ll. S m a ll ch ild re n  were 
sent o u t fro m  tim e  to tim e  to get some food.

T h e  Germ ans seized men, w om en, and youths in  the 
streets. G un fire  sounded often am ong the  houses, and 
they shot fo r the  m ost fu t ile  reasons— even w ith o u t reason.

T h e  life  o f  the Polish people began to  be the life  o f



hun ted  beasts. L ik e  w ild  beasts in  th e ir  la irs  they  h id  
themselves in  th e ir  houses, in  em p ty  bu ild ings , in  ru ins. 
L ik e  w ild  beasts in  the forests they tr ie d  to  s link  abo'ut in  
the la rg e r towns. T h e y  changed th e ir  addresses, escaped, 
re tu rned , changed th e ir  nam e, changed th e ir  appearance.

I t  was no be tte r in  the villages. T he re  the  n igh ts were 
the m ost dangerous: w hen press-gangs a rrived , seizing 
people. T o  avo id  them , every evening a ll the  young  
people, m ale and fem ale, le ft th e ir  houses and h id  them ­
selves in  the forests, in  the w illow -beds on the  river-banks, 
in  the  bushes.

“ T h e  Poles are n o t hum an  beings,”  said H it le r ia n  
propaganda. Indeed the Poles were no longer hum an  
beings— they were p itiless ly  hun ted  anim als.

T h is  a w fu l life  o f  te rr if ie d  anim als, these deporta tions—  
the exten t o f  w h ich  can be ju d g e d  b y  the  fa c t th a t, d u rin g  
o n ly  tw o  weeks ( io th -2 4 th  A ugust), 20,000 persons were 
caugh t and ca rried  aw ay fro m  W arsaw — were the most 
characte ris tic  signs o f  th is pe riod  (spring  and sum m er).

T h e  m om ents o f  re la xa tio n  were short and seldom. 
T h e  tension o f te rro r and m a n -h u n tin g  was a ll b u t 
unchang ing .

THE ABUSES CONTINUE

I t  is necessary to  add th a t a ll the  abuses m entioned 
m  fo rm e r chapters, every in d iv id u a l persecution, every 
annoyance, every robbe ry , con tinued— thanks to  the 
soldiers, to  the offic ia ls, and most o f  a ll to  the Gestapo.

N obody  was safe fo r a m om ent n ig h t o r day.

THE LACK OF CLOTHING, OF HABITATIONS, OF 

MEDICINES AND HOSPITALS

Also there con tinued  the a forem entioned co n tro l o f  a ll 
p ro d u c tio n  and comm erce. T h e n  the lack o f  clothes fo r 
the p o p u la tio n  increased every week.

TH E  SPRING  G IVES NO  HOPE 4 ,
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T h e  co ld  started ea rly  th is  year and people were a lready 
su ffe ring  g rea tly  fro m  it.

T he re  con tinued  also the confiscations fo r the bene fit o f 
Germ ans w ho w ere be ing  evacuated fro m  G erm any to 
avo id  the danger o f  B ritish  bom bardm ents.

T h a t made a lack  o f  hab ita tions  in  the G overnm ent 
G eneral, because the  n um be r o f repa ired  houses was sm aller 
th a n  the n um be r o f  bu ild ings  w h ich , dam aged d u r in g  the 
fig h tin g  and the w in te r, now  fe ll in to  ru ins. T hen  the 
Poles, whose n u m b e r in  G overnm ent General increased so 
considerab ly, had often to  live  in  overcrow ded hovels.

T he re  con tinued  also the  spread o f disease and lack o f 
m edic ine, and the  lack o f hospitals, w h ich  fo r the most 
p a rt were reserved fo r Germans on ly .

FOOD GOES TO GERMANY

T here  also con tinued  the expo rt o f  food to  G e rm a n y : 
corn, ca ttle , vegetables, f ru it ,  fats, etc., etc., were ca rried  
aw ay en masse. A n d  a t the  same tim e  the  fam ine  in  
G overnm ent G eneral increased.

In  1940 n o t o n ly  the harvest fa iled , b u t also an o rde r o f 
the  G ove rno r G enera l forced the producers to  send a ll 
th e ir  crops to the au thorities , re ta in in g  fo r themselves 
o n ly  an  a m oun t s tr ic t ly  indispensable fo r  th e ir  ow n 
necessities.

T h e  s itu a tio n  was m ore d if f ic u lt  because the d is tric ts  
w h ich  now  fo rm  the G ove rnm en t G eneral are am ong the 
m ost ba rren  in  Poland, and we m ust rem em ber th a t in to  
these d is tric ts  thousands o f people evicted fro m  the western 
p a r t o f  P o land were d riven .

These people w ere w ith o u t h o p e : fo r such a n um be r 
o f  homeless m en, w om en, and ch ild re n  no efforts cou ld  
p rocure  he lp  enough. T he re  were fam ilies, fo rm e rly  r ich , 
w ho  d u r in g  th is sum m er fed themselves p r in c ip a lly  on



berries secretly gathered in  the  forests. A n d  w h a t w il l  
happen in  the w in te r?

Besides a ll th is the o rd in a ry  p o p u la tio n  o f the G overn ­
m en t G eneral were now  genera lly  workless and often 
destitu te . A n d  i t  was no longer possible to  supplem ent 
the fa m ily  budget b y  selling som ething, because eve ry th ing  
o f va lue  had been sold a long  tim e  ago.

T he  cost o f  l iv in g  s til l increased— the p o p u la tio n  s low ly  
starved.

EVERY DAY THE DEVASTATION IS GREATER

B u t the  Germans were n o t touched b y  the p o ve rty  o f  
the Poles. T h e  devastation o f  the c o u n try  (m entioned in  
fo rm e r chapters) also c o n tin u e d :

(a) Thousands o f acres o f  forests were cu t dow n  a t 
random .

(b) A t  firs t the  p u b lic  co llections, etc., were robbed, 
now  even p riva te  p ro p e rty  was taken b y  the  Germans, 
w ho  tr ie d  now  also, in  G overnm ent G eneral, to  deprive 
the  Poles o f eve ry th ing  o f  any value. In  F e b rua ry  the 
au thorities  ordered the p o p u la tio n  to  register eve ry th ing  
m ore th a n  n in e ty  years o ld : fu rn itu re  as w e ll as p ic tu res, 
je w e lle ry  as w e ll as stamps, books as w e ll as lace, etc. N o w  
a new  o rde r dem anded the d e live ry  o f  a ll these articles.

(c) Besides th a t the confiscators (fo llo w in g  a special o rde r 
o f  the  G overnor-G enera l) began to  seize the p riva te  
je w e lle ry , go ld  and s ilve r objects, etc., etc.

(d) W e know  fro m  a fo rm e r chap te r th a t in  the western 
d is tric ts  o f  P o land the Polish im m ovab le  p ro p e rty  no  
longer existed. N o w  a ce rta in  tendency to suppress i t  also 
in  the  G eneral G overnm ent began to  be ev ident. M a n y  
orders had  in d ire c t ly  th is a im  a lthough  they app a re n tly  
concerned qu ite  o the r objects.
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THE V O L K S D E U T S C H E  IN POLAND AND THEIR BASENESS

A  g la rin g  contrast to  the ha lf-starved Poles was presented 
b y  the  Germans fro m  G erm any— th a t is officers, soldiers, 
o ffic ia ls, etc., and the so-called Volksdeutsche (Germans 
l iv in g  fo r years in  P oland and therefore Polish citizens). 
T h e  la tte r  especially excited in  Polish hearts an  u n im a g in ­
able a m oun t o f  b itterness and hate, w h ich  can never be 
fo rgo tten . T he  behav iou r o f  the Volksdeutsche in  Poland 
presented a te r r ify in g  p ic tu re  o f vileness and dep rav ity .

L iv in g  in  P oland fo r  m any years, even m a n y  generations, 
h av ing  (in  spite o f  G erm an lies) a ll th e ir ju s t righ ts  (schools, 
societies, e tc.), treated ve ry  w e ll b y  th e ir  neighbours, 
Polish peasants— w ho b y  na tu re  have a tendency to 
good-neighbourliness— the Volksdeutsche p a id  back w ith  
b loody  w rongs and baseness: ( i )  T h e y  th re w  hand- 
grenades a t c iv il ia n s : fo r instance in  Lw ow ek  a G erm an 
g ir l,  F ryd a  K .,  cast one am ong some refugees. (2) T h e y  
tr ie d  to  h u m ilia te  p e o p le : go ing  to  th e ir  ne ighbours ’ 
houses and abusing the peasants because they were Poles. 
Even sm all G erm an ch ild re n  ra n  a fte r th e ir  Polish school­
fe llows, in su ltin g  them . (3) T h e y  he lped the Gestapo to 
arrest, to  execute, to  shoot the Poles, spying on  them  and 
denouncing  them  as m uch  as possible.

T he  Gestapo often p u b lic ly  thanked the  Volksdeutsche, 
saying th a t its w o rk  in  P oland cou ld  never have been done 
w ith o u t them .

N o t con ten ting  themselves w ith  thanks, the  au thorities  
created a p riv ile g e d  s itu a tio n  fo r the Volksdeutsche. T h e  
w ho le  p o p u la tio n  in  P oland was classified as fo llow s :

I .  Volksdeutsche— having  a ll the prerogatives.
I I .  M in o ritie s — h av ing  a ll possible fac ilities.

I I I .  Poles— w ork-fodder.
IV .  Jews— pariahs.
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T here  were also the top -dogs: the Reichsdeutsche (G erm an 
citizens fro m  G erm any), the offic ia ls, the arm y.

E very  G erm an in  Poland lives easily and lu xu rio u s ly . 
I t  was possible to recognise them  a t firs t g lance: r ic h ly  
dressed, w e ll-fed , they  had often a scoffing sm ile in  face 
o f the p o ve rty  o f  the  Poles.

T he  Germans had  shops fo r  themselves on ly , to  w h ich  
entrance was p ro h ib ite d  to  the  Poles, and w here nea rly  a ll 
foodstuffs were ob ta inab le  a t ve ry  lo w  prices. T h e ir  ra tio n  
cards even a llow ed them  three times m ore than  those o f  the 
Poles. T h e y  had a ll fac ilities  to  get special pe rm its  and to 
engage in  ille g a l com m erce— th a t is to  en rich  themselves, 
p ro f it in g  by  Polish m isery.

T h is  is w h y  Polish ha tred  o f the Volksdeutsche increased 
day b y  day.

THE GERMAN AIMS IN POLAND

T h e  tendency to  assist and suppo rt the Volksdeutsche 
is easier to  understand i f  one knows the  G erm an aims 
concern ing  Poland. T h e y  were settled b y  G overnor- 
G enera l F ra n k  as fo llow s :

1. T h e  Nazis w il l  establish in  P oland th e ir  c itade l fo r
centuries.

2. T h e  Germans w il l  never leave the coun try . T h e
V is tu la  is a G erm an r iv e r  and m ust rem a in  G erm an.

3. T h e  Polish State w il l  never be re-established.

FURTHER DESTRUCTION OF POLISH LIFE, OF OPPORTUNITY 

TO STUDY. THE ATTEMPT AT DISLOCATION OF NATIONAL 

UNITY

T o  a tta in  these aims set fo r th  b y  F ra n k  the  Germans 
con tinued  to  d rag  dow n and disorganise the Polish na tion . 
F o r instance, b y  suppo rting  b y  a ll possible means the 
exis ting  m in o r ity  and o f  c rea ting  a fic titio u s  one.



46 SPRING H E LD  NO  HOPE

T h e y  con tinued  to  destroy every trace o f  P o land ’s 
c u ltu ra l and h is to rica l past and to  ru in  every o p p o rtu n ity  
o f  study fo r the Polish you th .

T h e  p u b lic  and h ig h  schools are s til l non-existent, in  
spite o f  G erm an declarations to the co n tra ry . Some 
tra in in g  schools were open, b u t the lo w e r ones on ly , 
because the  Germans confess m ore  and m ore  fra n k ly  th a t 
in  th e ir  o p in io n  the  Poles are o n ly  “ w o rk -fo d d e r”  and a ll 
h igher education  is useless fo r them .

T h e y  also con tinued  the strugg le  against a ll c u ltu ra l 
elements ; la te ly  i t  was ordered th a t every p a in te r, scu lp tor, 
actor, stage m anager, jo u rn a lis t, m an  o f  le tters, m usic ian , 
composer, singer, e d ito r, bookseller, even a n tiq u a ria n  and 
pho tographer, had to  register h im self. Those w ho  d id  n o t 
were no longer able to  exercise th e ir  professions and those 
w ho d id  were spied upon  by  the Gestapo.

GERMANISATION GOES ON

B u t i t  was n o t enough to  destroy Polish c u ltu ra l and 
n a tio n a l life , i t  was also indispensable to set up  in  th is 
co u n try— “ w h ich  m ust be q u ite  G e rm a n ic ” -— appearances 
o f  G erm an life . T h e  efforts to  Germ anise the  co u n try , 
w h ich  u p  to  the sp ring  were re la tiv e ly  feeble, now  began 
to  be h u rr ie d  on.

O nce m ore  the a c tiv ity  began w ith  noisy propaganda. 
T h e  trum pets  o f  D r  Goebbels’ assistants endeavoured to  
persuade the w hole  w o rld  th a t the  Polish soil had  always 
been G erm an ic , th a t G erm any had fo u g h t fo r  a thousand 
years to  recover he r ow nersh ip , th a t a ll a tta inm ents  o f  
c iv ilisa tio n  are due to  G erm any. T h is  p ropaganda 
em ployed every day m ore and m ore  newspapers, also 
the  wireless, cinemas, lectures, books, etc.— the w ho le  
apparatus o f  lies.

T h e  propaganda d id  n o t reco il before any  lie , ne ithe r



the m ost subtle  n o r the  m ost shameless. I t  a ffirm ed 
ca tegorica lly , and  d id  n o t b o the r abou t any a rgum ent as 
to  its words.
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POST-FACTUM ARGUMENTS

Instead o f look ing  fo r these argum ents in  the  past the 
Germ ans decided to  create them  in  the  fu tu re . A n d  here 
the ro le  o f p ropaganda finishes, and here the  ro le  o f  the 
au tho ritie s  in  the occupied co u n try  begins. T h e ir  in te n tio n  
was to  create proofs fo r the scream ing propagandá.

1. T h e y  tr ie d  b ru ta lly  to  g ive the  co u n try  a G erm anic 
appearance : chang ing  the names o f  towns, villages, 
streets, squares— even surnames— fro m  Polish to  G erm an. 
Some Polish names can no longer be used : fo r  instance i f  
anyone said the w o rd  Wawel (the Polish nam e o f the 
R o ya l Castle in  G racov) he w o u ld  be fined  500 zlotys.

2. B u t the ou tw a rd  appearances are n o t su ffic ien t: an 
a r t if ic ia l G erm an ic  life  has to  be created. T h e  G erm an 
statistics a d m it th a t the n um be r o f  Volksdeutsche in  the 
G overnm en t General d id  n o t reach 1 per cent o f  the 
p o p u la tio n . T o  increase th is num be r thousands and 
thousands o f  Germans are s ti l l  be ing  settled in  P o land : 
fo r instance, 62,000 in  the d is tr ic t o f Poznan on ly .

T h e y  are ca re fu lly  separated fro m  the  Poles. Herren- 
volk m ust n o t live  w ith  the conquered people. T h e y  
have special d is tric ts  in  the towns, special tram s, special 
“ G erm an Houses, ’ ’special hotels, cafés, restaurants, etc., 
special theatre  perform ances, lectures, concerts, etc.— a ll 
to  increase th e ir  G erm an ic  feelings.

B u t G erm anic feelings now  m ean N a z i feelings. T h a t is 
w h y  in  every tow n  the  P a rty  settled branches, and every 
b ranch  tended to  Germ anise the  coun try .

R e c a p itu la tin g : in  spring  and sum m er th is G erm anis ing  
pressure became o ve rw h e lm in g :
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1. A b ro a d : i t  tr ie d  to  persuade the  w ho le  w o rld  th a t 
the  basin o f the V is tu la  has been fo r centuries G erm an 
te rr ito ry .

2. Ins ide  the c o u n try : i t  destroyed the last traces o f  
Polish life  and tr ie d  to  set up  instead a fic titio u s  G erm an 
life .

THE POLISH PEOPLE IN THE SPRING AND SUMMER

W h a t was the reac tion  o f  the Polish people? W h a t had 
i t  la te ly  to  suffer?

F ro m  a ll th a t has been said abou t the  p e riod  o f  spring  
and sum m er one can n o te :

1. T h e  te r ro r increased on account o f  the  W estern 
offensive. T h e  Germ ans tr ie d  to te r r ify  the Poles and so 
to  ensure themselves fro m  eventua l a ttack fro m  the rear.

2. M a n -h u n tin g , deporta tions o f thousands and th o u ­
sands o f  people to  G erm any, reached an inconceivab le  
figu re . T h e  Poles began to  be no lo n g e r hum an , b u t 
hun ted  beasts. T h is  was the m ost characte ris tic  sign o f  
the sp ring  and sum m er period .

3. P ove rty  and m isery ravaged the c o u n try  m ore  and 
m ore every day.

4. Abuses and speculations o f  the Reichsdeutsche and 
Volksdeutsche, a rm y , o ffic ia ls, etc., oppressed the  p o p u la tio n  
heav ily .

5. O ve rw h e lm in g  G erm anis ing  ac tion  was spread 
th ro u g h o u t the  coun try . T h is  was the  second charac­
te ris tic  sign o f  th is period .

T h is  is a sum m ary  o f  w h a t the n a tio n  had la te ly  to  suffer. 
Its  hero ism , its m o ra l force, its a b ili ty  to  resist have been 
m entioned  m any tim es in  fo rm e r chapters. B u t i t  m ust 
be said once m ore  th a t, in  the oppressed co u n try , the 
peop le ’s characters grew  stronger w ith  su ffe ring , th a t there 
were no desertions, no treachery. E ve ry  class o f  the 
na tio n — peasants, labourers, professional class people,



gentry, c lergy, etc., etc.— a ll e q u a lly  stuck to  th e ir  posts 
to  the end.

I t  is necessary to  unde rline  the fa c t th a t even a lle r  the 
collapse o f  France, w h ich  was a te rr ib le  b lo w  fo r the Poles, 
there was no m ovem ent, no tendency, to  co llabora te  w ith  
the conquerors. A n d  a fte r such a grievous, crush ing, and 
unexpected b lo w  th is tendency w o u ld  have been pe rfectly  
com prehensible.

T he  s p ir itu a l hero ism  w h ich  the Polish n a tio n  showed 
in  th is m om en t was a ta c it expression— the o n ly  possible 
one— o f a vote o f  confidence in  the Polish G overnm ent in  
Lon d o n , the expression o f w illingness to  ca rry  on this m ost 
d if f ic u lt  f ig h t in  Polish h is to ry , the expression o f  unb roken  
b e lie f in  v ic to ry .

GERMAN OPINION OF POLISH RESISTANCE

T h e  best tes tim ony to  Polish resistance is the  o p in io n  o f 
a h igh  G erm an o ffic ia l w ho  said to  a Swiss in  B e r l in : “ T i l l  
now  we always found  in  every conquered co u n try  groups 
o f  people w ho , fo r th e ir  ow n p ro f it , o r sincere conv ic tion , 
consented to  co llabora te  w ith  us. O n ly  in  P o land we 
cou ld  n o t fin d  anybody fo r th is purpose. N e ith e r te rro r 
n o r sui generis b r ib e ry  cou ld  change the a tt itu d e  o f the 
Poles. A ga ins t such in f le x ib i li ty  we are powerless. I t  is 
n o t possible to  organise a co u n try  re a lly  w e ll w ith o u t any 
he lp  fro m  the inhab itan ts . T h a t is w h y  in  G overnm ent 
G eneral there s til l exists the chaos w h ich  so m uch  irr ita te s  
the au thorities  in  B erlin .

“ T h e  F ü h re r gave up  any p la n  fo r  a b u ffe r state o r 
p ro tecto ra te . A  n a tio n  w ith  such a strong fee ling  o f  
l ib e r ty  and such a pow er o f resistance canno t be subjugated 
o r b roken in , i t  can o n ly  be smashed and w iped  o f f  the 
face o f  the earth . I f  n o t— i t  w i l l  re m a in  an e terna l 

danger.”
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These a u then tic  words o f  a G erm an, words h a lf  fu l l  o f  
hate and h a lf  o f  a d m ira tio n , are the best p ro o f o f  the va lo u r 
shown by  the  Polish people, there in  th e ir  u n fo rtuna te  
coun try , w here su ffe ring  forged character, where su ffe ring  
forged a h ith e rto  unknow n  u n ity , w here, in  spite o f  every 
persecution, the b e lie f th a t, “ As lo n g  as we live  P oland 
shall n o t perish ,”  becomes s ti l l  m ore strong.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *

T h is  is a p ic tu re  sum m aris ing the results w h ich  fo llow ed 
the  treacherous a ttack  o f  the m odern  H uns against Poland, 
a p ic tu re  o f most b ru ta l methods o f ru le , s ti l l  app lied  b y  
the  conquerors.
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