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lhe  B a ltic  Sea i.s ga in ing  an increasing ly im ­
portant, place in  new,« despatches, artic les, and con­
ve rsa tion  dealing w ith  European matters. The 
countries bordering i t  draw more and more in to  focus 
as a group to be though t of in  connexion w ith  each 
other, as lands bound together ra th e r than separated 
by th is  body of water. N ine countries, possibly ten, 
are im m ed ia te ly  invo lved in  th is  com m unity  of con­
tact and in te rest: Sweden, F in land , Russia, Estonia. 
Latv ia , L ith u a n ia , Germany, Poland, Denm ark and 
possibly Norway.

The sea affords convenient possib ilities fo r three 
kinds of contact: commerce, con flic t, and culture. 
Commercial «teamship lines p ly in g  between B a ltic  
ports grow in num ber and ships of large burden re­
place sm alle r ones. Cruisers, pocket battleships* and 
submarines are launched in  the name of protection 
and replied to in  k in d  as a menace to peace. But cu l­
tu ra l connexions also, though less advertised, grow 
it: num ber and increase in  strength. I t  is about one 
potentia l such line  of cu ltu ra l contact and m u tu a lity  
of in te rest tha t th is a rtic le  is w ritten . I t  is obvious, 
however, tha t the chief unde rly ing  idea and the 
methods proposed apply equally to education, science, 
the Boy Scouts, the Red Cross or indeed to almost 
any in te rn a tio n a l in s titu tio n .

The fundam enta l consideration unde rly ing  the 
whole m a tte r is th is , th a t those of us interested in  
cu ltu ra l re la tions between nations or the extension 
of cu ltu re  w ith in  ou r own nation  ought to be as a le rt 
to see and seize poss ib ilities  fo r the fu r th e r in g  of the 
interests th a t command oar tim e  and allegiance as 
are those whose m inds arc occupied w ith  natters of 
naval strategy o r com m ercial expansion. new in ­
vention, a new idea, im m ed ia te ly  finds adapta tion to 
th jm ’tftfposes of w a r and business; its  poss ib ilities  in  
the areas of m oral, in te llec tua l, social am! sp ir itu a l 
values are not so qu ick ly  perceived and capitalized

The B a ltic  Sea is in  a fa ir  way to acquire an 
im portance it. has not had since Hanseatic days. The 
naval men ami the business men are both seeing and 
< rea ling  th is  new significance of an old body of w ater

B u t ju s t as sure ly as i t  lends itse lf to purposes of 
statesm anship and exchange, equally surety i t  p re ­
sents opportun ities  to those who seek na tiona l w e l­
fare along o ther lines, science, social im provem ent, 
pub lic  education, and re lig ion .

So much fo r general considerations. The specific 
c u ltu ra l agency w hich serves here as an il lu s tra t io n  
both of the general lines of in tercourse proposed and 
of a m ovem ent concerning w h ich  there is  advanced 
a de fin ite  pro ject to be considered is the Young Men’s 
C h ris tian  Association, as i t  is called in  English 
speech, the Christlicher Verein Jungtr Maenner in  Ger­
man. and Kristlie j Foeretting an Unge Maens in  Swedish. 
In  the eastern B a ltic  states and in  Poland, though the 
organization has a name in  the language of each 
nation, i t  is u n ive rsa lly  know n in  common speech as 
YMCA, pronounced as one w ord, ‘i in k a ’.

Of the ten countries mentioned above, e ight, a ll 
bu t Russia and L ith u a n ia , have Young Men’s C h ris t­
ian Association movements, and leading L ithuan ians  
have expressed a. desire fo r  such an organization. 
These various na tiona l movements have a genera lly 
accepted com m un ity  of aim , though they d iffe r  from  
each o ther in various respects, perhaps im portan t, 
perhaps on ly  in te res ting . I t  is the op in ion  of th is  
w r ite r  th a t not on ly  th e ir  geographic re la tion  as a ll 
bordering upon the B a ltic , b u t even th e ir  very d if 
ferences form  a reason fo r and basis of contact — 
contact sure to be p ro fitab le  to a ll the parties in ­
volved.

The proposal of th is  paper is of greater o r less 
in te rest to some 175,000 persons qu ite  d irec tly , and 
to others in d ire c tly . The German YM CA has over
100.000 members in  2,000 associations. The Associa­
tion  in  Denm ark has about 30,000 members, in  620 
association-, w ith  66 of these housed in  th e ir  own 
build ings. The movement In  Sweden is very strong, 
w ith  P rince Oscar Bernadotte as its  o ff ic ia l head, and
20.000 members in  250 associations. Th is  movement 
owns 42 build ing.- The F inn ish  YMCA is old an«1

stablished. has 11,000 members f»> ~r ‘ associations, 
and owns 3a bu ild ings. The movements in  Poland,
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Estonia, and L a tv ia  a ^ p o a M v a r ,  and are strong in  
the order given.

O nly 5 associations have been organized in  Po­
land, bu t of these Cracow and W arsaw  have already 
large bu ild ings, and Łódź is about to enter the f irs t  
completed th ird  of its  new home. There are young 
associations in  Gdynia and Poznań, and ¡an expansion­
is t program m e is about to be realized. The movement 
has strong governm ental backing. Estonia has asso­
c ia tions in  20 places, en ro llin g  3,000 members. The 
m ovem ent is a vigorous one w ith  a considerable p ro ­
gramme, especially in  indus try . As to La tv ia , there is 
a good YMCA b u ild in g  in  Riga, and 4 sm alle r associa­
tions in  other towns.

N ot w a n ting  to launch in to  th is  m atte r of a B a ltic  
YMCA area u n t i l  the views of w o rld  leaders of the 
YMCA were know n, the m atte r was raised a t Geneva, 
the seat of the W o rld ’s A lliance  of the YMCA, and a 
favourable a ttitu d e  discovered. We therefore propose 
the B a ltic  as a ‘na tu ra l area’ of YMCA re la tionsh ips 
and co-operation, and proceed below to analyze the 
s itua tion , look ing  a t the advantages and d ifficu ltie s  
invo lved  in  a ‘hands around the B a ltic ’ in  YMCA 
matters.

D IF F IC U LT IE S  AND ADVANTAGES
Perhaps i t  w ill be well to look at the d iff icu ltie s  

a t once and then approach concrete proposals w ith  
a fu l l  sense of the de fin ite  problems invo lved  in  a 
d raw ing  together of the YMCA movements of the 
B a ltic  lands.

There is the language d iff ic u lty . The e ight 
nations of the B a ltic  area hav ing  YMCA movements 
a ll speak d iffe re n t languages. B u t the m atte r is not 
as dark  as i t  a t f ir s t  appears, fo r these e ight lands 
fa ll in to  several groups, in  one of w h ich, the Scan­
d inav ian , there is no serious prob lem  of m utua l 
understand ing; then in  the eastern B a ltic  states Rus­
sian is w ide ly  understood, w h ile  German is spoken 
by most educated persons a ll around the Baltic.

D u rin g  recent years, however, the E ng lish  lan ­
guage has more and more been becoming the m edium  
of in te rn a tio n a l YMCA understanding. YMCA leaders 
from  a ll the lands of the w o rld  are increas ing ly  
lea rn ing  Eng lish , and in  meetings of the W o rld ’s 
A lliance  i t  is an almost perfect in te rna tion a l lan­
guage. A t the last m eeting of the executive com m ittee 
of the W o rld ’s A lliance  in  Ju ly  other languages were 
heard but ra re ly , a ll the delegates understand ing 
E ng lish  and a ll b u t a few  being qu ite  able to express 
themselves in  it. In  tha t meeting there were repre­
sentatives from  Sweden, Poland, Germany, La tv ia , 
and F in la n d  of the B a ltic  area. The Danish and Esto­
nian leaders, had they been present, could have taken 
p a rt in  E ng lish  w ith  equal fa c ility . The language 
d if f ic u lty  is not an im possible b a rrie r to the develop- 
w °n t of a YMCA rapprochement around the Ba ltic .

U F l lK  BALTIC C O U N TM O
/

The Polish Y M C / in jects an. element of d if f ic u lty  
in to  the s itua tion  by^the fact tha t though i t  is an ir.- 
terconfessional movement i t  is p ra c tica lly  a Catholic 
one. The general fram ew ork  of Po lish society is 
Catholic and the Polish YMCA n a tu ra lly  is of the 
same com position and fa ith  as its  social m ilieu . P ro­
cesses of re lig ious  education and expression charac 
te ris tic  of P ro testan t YMCAs are not in  use in  the 
Polish YMCA, its  charac te r-bu ild ing  objectives being 
realized on ly by methods acceptable to Catholics 
That is, there are no B ib le  classes, such in s tru c tio n  
being the fu n c tio n  of the church and the school in  a 
Catholic society, and there are no ‘re lig ious m eetings’, 
these being a P ro testan t fo rm  of worship.

Bo there are certa in methods used by a ll the 
other YMCA movements of no rthe rn  Europe which 
fin d  no place or exact pa ra lle l in  the Polish YMCA, 
and there are a few features of the Polish YMCV 
bu ild ings  and w o rk  not fa m ilia r  to non-Catholics. In 
a ll the Polish bu ild ing s  one finds e ithe r a p ic tu re  of 
the V irg in  o r a c ru c if ix  or both, and on occasions ca ll­
ing fo r  prayer, as a t the close of the day in  camp, they 
are Catholic prayers tha t are recited. Yet this vet v 
fact of d ifference in  confessional background is more 
a reason fo r closer re la tionsh ips than a b a rrie r 
against them.

A th ird  prob lem  is not so easily disposed of a:; 
are these preceding two. N ationa lism , state control of 
a ll life  and especially of a ll organizations of yoi h, 
is g row ing  in  some of the lands bordering the Be tic, 
and where tha t contro l and s p ir it p reva il the leaders 
of the state are not too keen on th e ir  young people 
and th e ir  leaders developing a large am ount of in? > 
nationa l v is it in g  and comparison. The independence 
of the YMCA movement is threatened in  sex ra l 
lands, and these movements may even lose th e ir  
name and character as YMCAs. B u t here too the ■ my 
d if f ic u lty  is an argum ent fo r and not a f in a l b a rrie r 
against in te r-B a ltic  re lations, fo r no small con m i 
w ou ld  come to  the leaders of a restricted or ever op­
pressed movement from  fe llow sh ip  w ith  the leaders 
of the same movement in  more favoured lands.

I f  there are other rea lly  serious obstacles in th 
way of developing YMCA contacts around the B a lt ic ' 
the au thor of th is  paper is not aware of them, uid 
the tota l of d iff icu ltie s  is much outweighed by the 
sum of the benefits and advantages to be der 
Money? Distances? The distances are not great, 
days trave l as a fa ir  m axim um , and as to mo -t. > 
when leaders of movements become convinced ol i n ­
positive values re su ltin g  from  in te rna tiona l v - 
and conferences they find  the money w ith  w in , 
send men about and b ring  them together.

METHODS OF PROCEDURE
The form s which the rea liza tion  of th is 

would assume are at least six in  number.
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1. No fo rm a l organization of an area adm in is tra - 
.1

tion is proposed, m erely the general recogn ition  by 
leaders of the YMC.A movements around the B a ltic  
th a t in  the fact of th e ir  geographic location around 
tha t body of w ater lie  possib ilities of valuable con­
tacts. Valuable how? As preventatives of war? We 
raise the po in t m erely to dism iss it. Valuable because 
such contacts are C hris tian , pleasant, and p ro fitab le  
both to cu ltu re  and organization. W hat is here p ro ­
posed is  the b ring ing  of ou r geographic re la tion  in to  
the focus of our a ttention , the centring  of a certa in 
am ount of thought upon how to secure the benefits 

" ' —such ca ii^ igu ity  affords, and the use of some of the 
plans proposed in  the fo llow ing  paragraphs.

2. Let these movements arrange exchanges of boys 
between th e ir  sum m er camps. Poland, fo r  instance, 
has two excellent perm anent sum m er camps fo r boys, 
one in  the C arpathian M ountains, not on the w ater 
but hav ing  a 85-metre sw im m ing pool, the other on 
the broad and Shallow  P ilic a  R iver, and these camps 
operate a ll summer. V is ito rs  from  other B a ltic  states 
would be most welcome in  the camps, and these 
guests from  abroad w ould  get an experience of 
-another land  and cu ltu re  w h ich  w ould be of great

' —valyie as education, not to m ention pleasure. So also 
our Po lis ir 'M rs  'do u b t experience in te llec tua l s tim u ­
la tion  and broadening from  a period spent in  a 
Swedish or Estonian camp. E ven tua lly  a special in ­
terna tiona l camp period of two weeks du ra tio n  could 
be conducted somewhere fo r say 100 boys chosen from  
the YMCA movements in  th is  B a ltic  area.

3. O ur very differences in  type of w ork, our 
va rie ty  of ways of a rr iv in g  at a common character­
bu ild ing  objective, ju s t ify  in te r-B a ltic  conferences of 
volunteer leaders and employed officers. W e can learn 
a great deal from  each other, as to m o tiva tin g  sp ir it, 
forms of organization, and technique of method. Den­
m ark can learn how the Poles use great YMCA 
bu ild ings, Poland can learn how the Danish YMCA 
covers a w ide area w ith  few large bu ild ings  of its  
ow n; the w o rk  in  each coun try  is superio r in  some 
respect, and exchange of experience and po in t of 
view w ou ld  be valuable to a ll. Leaders from  six coun- 
tr ie s jr f Central Europe m et in  June in  Czechoslovakia

“ fd rs u c h  an exchange; the B a ltic  is an equally good 
conference area.

4. Inter-association v is its  of YMCA leaders, a l­
ready in  vogue in  a sm all way, m ig h t w e ll be m u lt i­
plied. A t the tim e of w r it in g  one of ou r Po lish leaders 
is in  Sweden, and the Polish YMCA is seeking to 
receive a v is it from  the heads of the Swedish move­
ment. In  W arsaw  we have had as ou r guests leaders 
from  Denm ark and Estonia, and some of our Polish

leaders have vis ited YMC,As in  Germany, F in land , 
and La tv ia , always to our p ro fit. We should de fin ite ly
p lan and execute more of these visits, well arranged
and w ith  de fin ite  serious purposes as w e ll as th a t of 
fe llow ship. W ith  one of three European languages, 
French, German, or E ng lish  quite generally under­
stood by a ll YMCA leaders, and Russian w ide ly  u n ­
derstood in  the East, the m a tte r of language presents 
no serious d ifficu ltie s .

5. Fo r several years the Estonian and Danish 
YMCAs have had a cooperative re la tion . For instance, 
a young Esthonian secretary has spent a fa ir ly  long 
period in  Denm ark ge tting  tra in in g  under Danish 
leadership. Such cooperative re la tions could easily be 
extended and developed, u n til more and more ties 
bound the B a ltic  lands together in  bonds of friendsh ip  
and cu ltu re . O lder movements m igh t w e ll give m a­
te ria l help to younger ones, and weak movements 
could be re in forced and stabilized by stronger ones.

(i. F in a lly , we propose more p a rtic ip a tio n  in  each 
o ther’s celebrations and enterprises, such as the cele­
bra tion  of the H am burg YMCA b irthday  last year, 
and the 50th ann iversary of the Stockholm  YMCA a 
year ago. As to the enterprises, when coun try  A’ builds 
a new 4 MCA bu ild ing , w hy  should not the association 
in  coun try  Y raise enough money to  fu rn is h  one room  
to be called by its  name, a F inn ish  room in  an Esto­
n ian YMCA home?

F u rth e r e laboration is not necessary. D ifficu ltie s  
there are, but d iff icu ltie s  can often be turned  in to  
assets, and w ith  though t one can capita lize d isadvan­
tages, converting  them  in to  elements of strength. The 
advantages and gains from  such a developing of a 
B a ltic  consciousness, resu lting  in  an ever increasing 
exchange of ideas and broadening of outlook are 
quite obvious, and p rac tica l avenues w il l  open up 
through w h ich  the strong m ay share th e ir  strength 
w ith  the weaker, and the young gain w isdom  and 
s ta b ility  by th e ir  contact w ith  the more experienced.

The v is its  and conferences here proposed w ill 
b ring  new ideals to m inds set in  one w ay of th in k in g , 
suggest new solutions of o ld problems, uncover needs 
not yet felt, and reveal re fresh ing ways of look ing  at 
th ings. The younger members w il l  get a new sense of 
the size and d ig n ity  of th e ir  movement as they meet 
fe llow  workers from  abroad, the sense of w orld  
brotherhood w il l  become v ita l through its  physical 
dem onstration, errors of though t and of process w ill 
receive th e ir  due corrective th rough w id e r knowledge, 
and workers discouraged by local d iff ic u lt ie s  -will be 
refreshed and strengthened by contact w ith  those 
w ith  whom th ings are going better. We propose a 
new th in g  in  YMCA re la tionsh ip  — the B a ltic  Area.

(tWWdï ÎMÜKHHJ) 
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