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LIFE OF SCIENCE 'is the organ o f the Cinde for the Science o f Science (Kon­
wersatorium NaukoKnawcze) in  Kraików, Poland. The C ircle was founded by 
the Society of Assistants and Tutors (Towarzystwo Asystentów) o f the Jagiel- 
lonian University. I t  carries out investigations, and also ¡publishing and orga­
nizational w ork  din the domain o f science1 o f science (i. e. philosophy and me­
thodology of science, its  psychology and sociology, h is to ry and organization 
of science). In its endeavour to .fulfill th is purpose, the C irc le . fo r the Science 
of Science diffuses the knowledge on science in  all its aspects, as w ell as the 
understanding o f its social function.

T h e  a n n u a l  i o r e i g n  s u b s c r ip t io n  r a t e  is  5 .0 0  D o l l a r s .  S u b s c r ip t io n s  a n d  
a l l  o t h e r  c o m m u n ic a t io n s  s h o u ld  b e  a d d r e s s e d  to
T H E  E D I T O R ,  „ Ż Y C I E  N A U K I " ,  K R A K Ó W ,  S Ł O W A C K I E G O  6 6 , P O L A N D .  

W e  b e g  i o r e i g n  s u b s c r ib e r s  n o t  to  s e n d  u s  th e  s u b s c r ip t io n  r a t e  in  c a s h  b u t  

o n l y  t h e i r  a d d r e s s ,  a s  i t  w o u ld  b e  m o r e  c o n v e n ie n t  for u s  to  r e c e i v e  I o r e i g n  

b o o k s  in  e x c h a n g e .  T h e i r  t i t l e s  w o u l d  b e  a g r e e d  to  b y  la t e r  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e

ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF NATURE PRESERVATION AS A  SCIENCE

by AD A M  WODZICZKO

THE PRESERVATION o f nature iis a new branch of science. Its development 
can be divided into 3 periods: 1) preserving, 2) bidoenotic, 3) plandstdc. In  thie 
firs t period men tried to , save the last remnants oif the orilgiinail nature. 
The firs t land at the same time typical mepresentant o f this direction was 
H. Gonwentz (d. 1922) the head of the Museum fo r Natural Science in  Gdahkfcv" 
He was a botanist. The practical preservation of nature meant to him 
scientific w ork at the same time. He in itia ted  the office of caretaker of 
nature memorials and issued the periodical BEITRAGE ZUR NATURDENK- 

TALPFLEGE. In the Polish science we hawie such a pioneer in  the persSn
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of M. Raciborski (d. 1917) who ' t i a ë  firs t in the whojè w orld had lectures 
on the  knowledge o f natural» relics at the universities of Kraków and Lwow. 
The new physiological-preserving course is developed from the knowledge 
of natural relics. Its most b r illia n t représentant in  Poland lite W. Szafer, in 
Germany W.. Seboienicheni.

In  the biocenotic period the preservation of nature is also-- interested in  
the .arrimáis and plants bred by man. The seiemtisits want to preserve 
not on ly the ancient pilants efcid animals but also the whole w orld  off the 
genuine flo ra  and fauna as thdiir gradual destruction and d-egen©ration was 
stated. The preservation is beginning td become an applied science, the 
piloneleir o S  w h ich was Jan Sv. Prochaska. He was the firs t lecturer on preser­
vation off nature at the Praha University. J. Pacznski is regarded as the typical 
scientific w orker in  this branch o f khowledigie.

In the plamistie period the whole o f nature on a given area becomes the 
chief dbijedt o f interest which, as i t  was stated, forms at the same timie 
an organical unity. As thisTadt was not taken in to  consideration many damages 
were done turning very often fe rtile  soil into' deserts. The improvement 
off economical methods was ho t enough, the scientists ought to care for the 
cultivation of the whole of the landscape. The principiéis la id  down for the 
cu ltiva tion of the lanicfccaipe ate at present the greatest achievement in the 
preservation of nature.
POZNAŃ

MORE ON THE ORGANIZATION OF THE POLISH SCIENCE 

<  b y  J AN  MYDLARSKI

IN  No. 7-« of LIFE OF SCIENCE Prof. J. M ydlarski promotes the project -of 
reorganization o f 'the Polish Academy of Science, calling forth the opposition 
o f Prof. T. Kowhlslki in  No. 9-10 o f th is monthly. In  this paper Prof. J. M yd la r­
ski refutes toe reproaches g iv ing an exact account o f the theses o f his- project. 
The chief idea of i t  is the extension of the competence o f the Academy so that 
in i scientific matters only the scientific workers have to decide. ,
M . CURIE-SKŁODOW SKA U NIVERSITY, I.UBU N

ON THE ORGANIZATION OF THE POLISH SCIENCE 

by JANUSZ DOMANIEW SKI

THE ESMITATE o f Prof. J. M ydlarski',j. pro ject on toe reorganization of the 
Polish Academy of Science and Letters (see LIFE OF SCIENCE No. 7-8) is the 
contente of this paper. The author is  o f a -similar opinion as the project-giver. 
On the other hand he refutes Piroff. T. K ow alsk ie  oonttr-argiuments against in- 
trodluding- any change© to 'the Academy (see LIFE OF SCIENCE No. 9-10).

M. CURIE-SKLODOW SKA U NIVERSITY, LUBLIN
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7 REMARKS ON UNIVERSITY STUDIES AND EXAMINATIONS 
IN  POLISH PHILOLOGY 
Ay STANISLAW PIGOÑ

™ ™ N. SPf f K! w  ab° Ut the ref0rm o i  the stud‘:«s Polish philo logy we 
ought to state that we are not th inking about the reduction o f demands, by
T h p ^ ^ t  StUld'!Ste' Can profilt onlly temporarily, t a t .about the- effectiveness of 
the studies, as the reform is fo r the future. We fnust not suppose tha t the stu 
dies in, Polish ph ilo logy are easy. Owing to this false assumption E e a r e s o  
many etudente who want to • study (hie o b je c t. We forget that 
the m a jo rity  of human.,site, take up the profession o f teachers 
This occupation needs a more careful s e le c to  o f candidates,

specially the teacher o f Polish exercises a great influence in the 
f o m m g  the psychological .structure o f the pupil. Thus .«he taking 

P . K  Profes,slon  mostly by women, as an element, more inclined to sehti- 
nm na 1 y  gives causé to, much stipulation. The postulate of selection of the 
candidates resulting from the ‘above mentioned statement can’t be solved for 

? 9̂  Y “  eotranice examination. This selection must be achieved 
ta r in g  the studies m  connection w ith  the examinations for the degree, of M  A 
The reform o f 1923 d id not bring any .definite solution of these difficulties It 
2 E 1“ ? a bf ! ! f r ,ordf r i,nlt0 the studies” i t  is true, but If did not aver the 
abl JsM d e n tfi0' » the same time it  made more d ifficu lt for the
abler students to .get above the average level. There ought to be found a com­
promise between the last reform and the o ld liberalism in the studies First 
of all tw o clauses, of the decree of 1926 ought to be changed: 1. the exces­
i v o ! V I T  ° f .*h€ tplarM examinations and ,2. the disproportion between the 
emcyclopediica! basis o f the studies and the .period o f s tric t specialization 

e d iv is ion must be kept but i t  is necessary to define it more precisely and

3  ° T  tta t * * *  Student m ay be9™ to  specàaÜTe In  his
■ d  course. The material for examinations must be finished in the course 

of four years and the fina l examination has to state how the candidate us pre­
pared fo r 'the teacher's .profession. p

SEMINAR OF HISTORY OF POLISH LITERATURE, JA G IE LLO N IA N  UNVERSITY. KR A K O W

r e m a r k s  o n  t h e  r e f o r m  o f  t h e  b io l o g ic a l  s t u d ie s

by JAN  WILCZYŃSKI

fn iEiJ ,R? JECT ,0f  w 6 ,POIish Board’o i Education, in  1939 a.s to. the examinations
Ird e r l f eT e > , ° !  SdenCe ait “ f e  <* l ie n e e  brought some
order unto this question although it  was not introduced. The aim of the reform
was to give some basis to -the scientific wo,nk at the universities. The degree

B e c a u s fo fT e n fe s n1  7 “  *  P r0p lfe to r l °  te a d l a s c h t oBecause o f the present development of the elementary schools lasting 8 years
and secondary schools lasting 4 years a greater part of properly trained
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teachers are 'needed immediately. The new pro ject tries tp find a w ay fo r it. 
1 he project suggested by the Jagiellonian U niversity has some advantages 
viitz. fits fair ireachliinig speciaillilzaitiloini and the liinltroductkm of' lai secondary 
computeoiry object which is -so much needed ¡by the teacher fa r his ¡obligatory 
quantity of lessons, The negative side o f the project is the introduction 
of a new satemtilfi'c tit le  ,,thp licentia te“ ' received ¡aifter two years studies 
entitling to teach ini the elementary school. First o f a ll the tit le  may mislead 
the public op in ion -as to its level because it would have to  be^,equal to the 
French l i c e n c i é  ès  s c ie n c e s  wihidh, on the other hand is equivalent to our 
degree of Master of Science. Thus lilt would only give the appearance o f having 
finished the un iversity studies w ith  neither the proper preparation in  the 
selected objects nor in- didactics or din pedagolgy. This preparation can't be 
acquired. at the didactical summer courses -or summer practice. A  2 years 
course at -teachers seminars or -other pedagogical ¡institutions would prove 
more efficient. Mtoreo-viar there already -ar-e Pedagogical Hdlgh Schools which 
last (for 3 years. In  the project of the Jagfelionian U niversity more stress 
is la id  on the -concrete arid practical inform,aitiioins -aind too lit t le  on abstract 
and generalizing knowledge. There are le ft out in  the programme of this 
pro ject the fo llow ing objects: general zoology, general and tbeo-retica-1 biblogy 
on which there are lectures ait most European and. American universities. 
The higher mathematics and philosophy a m  -also needed as they give 
a perfect synthesis. . ' ^

INSTITUTE OF GENERAL BIOLOGY, U NIVERSITY OF TORUN

THE SCIENTIFIC WORKS OF MIECZYSŁAW MAŁECKI 

by TADEUSZ STANISŁAW GRABOWSKI

MIECZYSŁAW Małecki, the expert n i Slavonic dialects, 1903— 1946, had 
the occasion already a,s a pupil o f the secondary school to1 get acquainted 
w ith  -the idioms- of one -part o f Poland-, the so-called Galicja, No wonder that 
he caught the -attention of his professor» when s till studying the firs t year 
by h is  quick and shrewd observations on philo logical questions.

Encouraged by ¡his good -results in  hi6 research w ork -o-f the Tatra idioms, 
he began to examine the transitory di-alect-s on the south-Slavonic, the Sla­
vonic-! ta li an- -and the Bulgaro-Macedon-ian-Gre'ek territories. The results of his 
investigations showed the Slavonic philologists the way. To M. M ałecki they 
brought fame and crave him ¡a position among itlhe European experts -of dialects. 
We -can d iv ide his Works into four groups containing different questions. To 
the firs t group belong his investigations into the Polish idioms published 
in the Cracow magazine LUD SŁOW IAŃSKI. The most jmp-ortanlt work, -of this 
gi-oup is his L i n g u i s t i c  A t l a s  o f  th e  P o l is h  T a t r a  D i s t r i c t  drawn w ith the grea­
test precision, a -curiosity in  itlhe Slavonic -philology. T lie seootn-d group -o-f his in ­
vestigations refer to (he Palish language islands on, foreign geographic-national

/
i
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territories This w ork was ails» w ell received by Polish ais w ell as foreign 
orilios. The th ird  part of Maiecki's scientific works contain, observations 
gathered on, the borderlands lof two or' ‘three different Slavonic .idioms on, so- 
called controversial territories where these are mixed, w ith  non-Slavonic ele­
ments. Among, other papers- ithere, are w orth  «noting his studies in  Macedonian 
and a  R e v i e w  o f  th e  S la v o n i c  Id io m s  in  I s t r i a  w hich are noit on ly  o f great 

.scientific importance but also weigh m ightily  in  the eternal Bulgaro-Serbian 
quarrel as well as in  the Yugo-Slavooic-Italian fight for these lands. The last 
group of works of the Polish expert of idioms are little  contributions from the 
comparative ph ilo logy in  non-Slavonic languages. The research w ork summed 
up as, a whole o f this comparatively young scientific w orker is rea lly  imposing. 
A t the same time his ideas were ve ry  orig inal. He explained many ve ry  com­
plicated, new, and quite, unknown questions. Owing to- th is he gave answers 
to so many problems as yet unsolved. He, died, when on a course o f Slavonic 
ph ilo logy organized by himself for Polish teachers of elementary and se­
condary schools.
SEM INAR FOR NEWER S LAVO N IC  LITERATURES, JAGIELLON1AN U NIW ERSITY, KR A K O W

FACTS AND OPINIONS
THE ACADEM ICAL SCHOOLS AT THE CROSS-ROAD. The paper gives a syn­
thetic survey o f the présent discussion which has taken place because of the 
projected reorganization of the  academical schools. There are quoted the opi* 
nions on this subject o f ¡Prof. M. Jaroszyński who is -the projector o f the reor­
ganization, o f -(Prof. H. Raabe who is, fo r the autonomy o f the academical 
schools, o f the Chairman o f the Council fo r Academical Schools W. Sokorski, 
and of some journalists. The aim of the proposed reform, .is to, make the 
activities o f the Polish academical schools more efficient.

SOCIAL RESEARCH AND ITS ORGANIZATION. A fter having summarized 
tire theses given by Prof. Sargant Florence from .the U niversity of Birmingham 
in  NATURE (No. 4011, 1946) the  authoress o f this paper D. Dobrowolska states 
that .they can be applied to .Polish conditions a.s w ell. A  greater financial help 
is needed fo r social research. This, research w ork w ill be of great practical im ­
portance because o f the ‘influence the war lhas had on .the psychic o f the Polish 
society, on the changes w hich the,'te rrito ria l location of the inhabitants under­
went (owing to the mass settlement ion the Western Territories), on ithe social 
Btiruoliuire (extension of the towns, industria l development, etc.), as w e ll as . on 
the re-emigratiom o f the Poles from  other European countries. The most impor­
tant matter is the necessity o f collaboration among the particu lar branches of 
science and the ind iv idua l centres of research work. This w il l  help us to un­
derstand the new social rea lity  completely arid to  improve the research metodie 
thods.
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PSYCHOLOGISM AND  REALISM. Im tlhe many disoussi-o-ns led in different lite­
rary magazines frequent methodological inaccuracies are made by the authors. 
The author, Stanisław Lem, draws -the attention to th is fact. Discussing the 
question -of typology he- points out -that i t  -requires the method of a great 
amount o f facte ¡for proving the tru th  o f certain theses. Otherwise one could 
rum ¡the risk óf being accused o f spontaneity. Some authors -represent pure ty ­
pological forms which ¡are moit quite- suffic iently explained* Liter,ary trends and 
groups are a -better material fo-r such 'research work. The necessity o f d iscri­
m inating axi-ologiic -sentence's fr-om theoretical generalizing iis- th-e second im­
portant assertion. The generalizations only have a scientific value. A ll  attempts 
of vaiuihiq are unsuccessful as- they must be based but on intuitloni, „¡taste",
,,-literary ear" etc.
UNIVERSAL SCIENCE (WIEDZA POWSZECHNA). The author speaks about 
the popularly scientific pub-ld-c-ati-ons- in  connection w ith  rational organization . 
of The adlu-lt education-. He explains- the motion of a qo-od popularly scienti­
fic 1 book according -to the -opinions o f ®u-dh specialists- -as A, Hertz and Prof. S. 
Szuman, and s tates -The necccssity of supplying the self-taught w ith  such 
a book. A t the end -of the paper he discusse-s -the prospectus and aictitiv ity o f 
the pop-ulfiuly scientific publications of W IEDZA POWSZECHNA (UNIVERSAL 
SCIENCE).

SCIENCE A N D  LETTERS IN  POLAND

ON THE REORGANIZATION OF THE ACADEMICAL STUDIES. This paper 
contains an- extensive discussion of the- results attained1 at the conference of the 
Council for Academical Schools-, A p ril, 11th, 1947, in  -oonnecition w ith  th-e re­
form of the -technical, economic -and- -commercial, and humanistic studies. The 
reform o f the technical studies- was the most discussed problem, especially the 
question o f introducing ¡two degrees of -studies: -th-e programme A  granting the 
title  o-f engineer-master o f technical ¡science and -the programme B fo r profes­
sional engineers. Then -th-e author speaks about the ref-or-m of the economic 
and ¡commercial studies and the humanistic -o-n-es. Thus i t  was- decided to con­
sider ¡the tittle o f blaster -of Ants granted a t (the humanistic facu lty as the lower 
scientific title  w h ip li entitles -a-t the same ¡time to teach in- secondary schools.

THE HISTORY OF THE POLISH M ATHEM ATICAL SOCIETY by S t. G o łą b .

The Polish mathematics ¡the same as- so many -other branches of ¡ściernice, had 
decayed because o-f the partitions of Poland. A t the end of the /last century, 
i t  is true, -there was a tendency to-develop th is science in  Poland. A  circle o f 
Polish mathematicians was founded about 1880. But on ly  at the end -of the firs t 
w orld  wa-r there was ¡a ¡greater activ ity. In  1917 a -circle af Lwów was founded 
and in  1919 after regaining -our independency -the Mathematical Society in  Kra­
ków  was formed. Since tha t ¡time K raków  has become a prominent centre of 
mathematics thanks to Pr-oif. Zaremba and P-r-of. Zorawski, soieinltjisit-s( of 
w orldw ide fame. A  year afterwards the Kraków C ircle was reorganized as the 
General Polish Society -of Mathematicians. I-n 1936 its sea-t was removed to
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Warsaw. The Polish Mathematical Society issued its ANNALES DE LA SO­
CIÉTÉ MATHÉMATIQUE DE POLOGNE, where were published orig inal scien­
tif ic  papers of Polish->ais w ell as fore ign scientists in, a foreign language. O nly 
the f irs t annals were published in  Polish (1921). Prof. Zaremba was 'the editor 
of these annals t i l l  1939, after the war — Prof. Leya. Up to- this time there have 
been published 18 year-books and 6 appendices in Polish. Before the w ar there 
were over 200 members, 40 of -them ware o f other nationality. The reactivation 
of the Society took pl-a-Ge in  1945, Prof. Kazimierz Kuratawski from Warsaw 
was elected Chairman. The personal losses published in the firs t1 poist-war year­
book amount to ^2 members. The W ilno  and Lwów Circles have been liqu ida­
ted, a new -circle arose in W-rocłaiw where- in  1946 ithe firs t postw ar Polish 
meeting of mathematicians took place. There were founded, three mathematical 
prizes-, 80:000 zł each. They were offered in  1947 -to Prof., Sierpiński, -Prof. Ku- 
ra-towski, and -Prof, Steinhaus.

THE CONGRESS OF THE BALTIC INSTITUTE. In December 1946 took place 
:ta Bydgoszcz a congress devoted to the questions connected w ith  East Pome­
rania (formerly East Prussia). The delegates of different m inistries and offices 
as w e ll as scientific workers were present. ( F r o m  N o .  13— 1 4 ).

SCIENCE ABROAD

CONCERNING THE CENTRAL RESEARCH BOARD AND OTHER ENGLISH 
PROJECTS, h i  February 1945 there took place a conference o f the Association 
o f Scientific Workers at Caxton H ill, Westminster, devoted to the problems 
of science after the war. This was a continuation of two foTmer conferences, 
'the firs t of which had „Science and P roductiv ity" as its motto, w hile th-e 
secqiid was concerned! w ith  the future development of science. Th-e th ird  was 
devoted to technological and economic problems, and at its close 5 resolu­
tions were passed, the ir dhli-ef idea being the stressing of the importance of 
science both in the reorganization o f the lives of individuals am-d in  that of 
economical, state o-r international structure.

THE 25 TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION IN  BRUS­
SELS. In  this article Wlodzaknierz Anton,’ewicz- gives ian outline oL the  H istory 
and the labours of that institu tion. The data are taken from  the pamphlet: 
Fondation Unfi-versitair.a — Viitolgt-cinquiem-e Rapport Annuel — 1944— 1945, 
Bruxelles, 11, rue d'Egmont. This meritorious ins titu tion is  devoted to the 
furthering -and developing of science, and -its chS-ef aim is to help young Belgian 
students -financially -and m orally in  the pursuit o f the ir studies, and l-ater on,, 
in  their research work. The U niversity Foundation has the follow ing 
committees: the scholarship committee, life  scientific publication and subsidy 
c-ommdttee, and the committee -off scientific libraries. Its basic capital, amounts 
to 69 m-illilon, francs, and its yearly income afnounts to 20 m illion  francs.


