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INDEPENDENTLY of -the conference in  Craco-w which we reported in the 
last number o f L ife  of Science, another conference took -place on February 
13th. 1946, in  W arsaw , ait itlhe Prezydtum  Rady M in is Brow (The Prime M in is te rs  
O ffice) A  »mall number of representatives of the G overnm ent and. of tne 
sc ien tific  w o rld  debated the  question of the o rgan iza tion  of s-caence —  a p ro ­
blem much discussed in  Poland nowadays,. It .has been stated tha t he situ- 
aitfen of Polish science is d iff ic u lt  as a .result of the war, and to  reb u ild  i t  tne 
fo llow ing  -means m ust be adopted: 1) The concentra tion of active, sc ien tific  
workers. 2) The concentra tion of means p rov ided  by the, State for the purpose 
of the, developm ent of science'. 3) C en tra liza tion  of a ll problems o organize 
t L  and program m e L  one body. 4) The ensuring o f a c t a b le ,  poisahon among
the au thorities  of the S-ta-te fo r  tiftis body, '  * . , - tpq „ f

The fo llo w in g  resolutions! (abbreviated) are the resu lt of the debates i t
the scientists wiho have been tak ing pa rt in  the conference.

FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF
SCIENCE

’ by LUD.W IK .SAWiFOKI 1

IN  the times between the two W o rld  Wars, science in  Poland had no t .the 
necessary conditions fo r g o o d  development. The State adopted a frie n d ly
ra the r passive a ttitude tow ards science.

The necessary rebu ild ing  of the organization, of science ough t to proceed 
along two lines, nam ely: 1) The acknow ledgem ent of ™ c e  as one o f the 
wavs of develop ing c iv iliz a tio n , increasing the w ealth  ol na tion an
strengthening th e  position  of dem ocracy. 2) The cen tra liza tion  of al ^ T n  °he 
c o n S n g  science in  a specia l o ffice w ith  am undersecretary, of state m  the
Ptezydm m  Rady M'in)s>tr6,w.
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The reconstruction of science m ust proceed according to a pl&n and under 
the fo llow ing  cond itions: 1) Accura te lis ts  of ac tive  -scientific w orkers  must 
be drawn up 2) F inancia l support from  the State- must be concentrated. 3/ The 
W a rL w  sc ienM ic  centre should be acknow ledged as- the chief centre o f sa-e-nce 
Z a  t e a r n l i  and brought up to a su itab ly  hi-gh level. 4, Beside ^  capita l 
on ly  four centres of sc ien tific  -research «  < be re-

5 ^ T ? X 3 » S  JLSy- °> «¡-™* — “
should be adopted. .universities-. They m ay

One of the most im p o rtan t questions is -that-of t  »e Drofessio-
-be -regarded e ither -as schools- g iv in g  a theore rca w  ; colleges-)- dr the 
na l schooling slho-ul-d be transferred W  a ^ a n c e c ^  
un ive rs ities  can be -divided in to  -two -grades.
and a h igher fo r  the tea-cihi-n-g of theoretica l Sl“ ®®c_e- -pffey should

The research ins titu tes  a1 t o e ^ a n l n t - s d e n t i f i c  staff and w-o-rk
im-cluda severa l/S im ila r subjects,, have the ir p .of fre-edlom
on the team-principle-. Scientific  w o rk  S one
an-d m utua l confidence, A  *  ' J  contact wi)t-h the requirem ents
F u ll autonom y, freedom  of « a e n « , an_ 1 developm ent of sc ien tific
o f eve ryday life  a-re .necessary conditions -tor .me u i

research. . „„-m anen-t adv iso ry  -committee f-or -the o-bganiiza-
GeneraHly s-peakmg, 1) A  -P  be form ed in -the-o ffice o f the undersecretary

U0n scence end fa n n in g  s-hoiJd ^ ouM  ,COTsi,s-t of representatives
°  state fo-r -sąent f ic  and hum an istic  -studies. 2) A  conference

V r » r = >
l l i t ó  » u f lfo r -« “ “  A  special cen ira l o ffice fo r the  °< « fo p « » « « »

.and developm ent o-f relations- w ith  fo re ign  countries- should be create .

STATE ARCHAEOLO GICAL MUSEUM, W AR SAW .

SIDELIGHTS ON THE RESULTS OF THE CRACOW 
CONFERENCE

by W IT O LD  SUCHODOLSKI

THE M OST V ita l o f a ll prdb lem s-o l the n T d o -u b t —  is
Mem a-s -to the almost trag ic  v i ta l i ty  o f w-Mdh th e re a t  o fbsc ie n tiiic  WOrkers

a pro-

-  -  _  ................ - y c  v i ta l i ty  o f 0f  « ie o t i f ic  w orkers
the „re b u ild in g " of man, i. e. the  tra in in g  o . - C racow  -conference
and professional m en w ith  a u n ive rs ity  edu'c®^ ' -though th is  - w e re . the 
insisted upon the necessity of freedom  fo r sci .|t&' freediomi ,bu t its  existence, 
most serious need o f science i-n- Poland, While n ta:iine.d aad the lack  of
is  threatened in  v ie w  of the te rr if ic  damage it. has -sust 
means to recontru-ct it.
THE STATE ARCHIVES, W ARSAW .
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THE FUNDAMENTALS AND AIMS-OF SCIENCE
by BO GDAN SUC-HODOLSKI

THE ARTICLE gives a fu ll commentary, on  She book b y  M r. A rn o ld  Nash The 
U n ive rs ity  and' the M odern W orld . A n  Essay in  the Social Philosophy o f 
U n ive rs ity  Education" (S. C  M. Press) refcenfly published in  London. The 
au thor-o f the a rtic le  describes- the book as deep and in teresting.

SEM INARY OF THE HISTORY OF EDUCATION, UNIVERSITY ¿ F  W AR SAW .

' A- ' / |

t h e  p r o f e s s io n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t io n  o f  s c ie n t if ic
WORKERS

by TADEUSZ D O W JA T

THE SOCIALTposiition of the sc ientis t does n o t correspond to the colossal im- 
n or ta nee o f s ci enc e an its  splendid -development. W ho know s there m ay be 
a dancer of forcing scientists in to  the ro le  o f mere h ired  specia lists wlho hav 
no de c is ive 'in fluence  on the w ay in  w h ich  the ir sc ien tific  
applied to life . This -danger should be counteracted, the more so

of sc ien tific  in s titu tio n s  and ' o f the -.financ ia l in terests,

t i f k  workers, clie-rks, and techn ica l staff. I t  has, had m any successes J ^ th e  EgM  
fo r -anyatm-elio ra-ticn o f the liv in g  oandlitions of peope  w o r . J? J 1 be ©xpected 
science -as sc ientific , adm in is tra tive  or technica l w orkers. I t  m ay. ^  P _ 
that the a c tiv itie s  o>f -the un ion w i l l  in  tim e cover the w hole of ouami ^  
the sc ie p tific  w o rke rs  should decide themselves as to their 
socia l position . * j

, THE M ARIE CURIE-SKLQDOWS-KA U NIVERSITY, LUBLIN •

THE AIMS OF THE ASSOCI ATION OF SCIENTIFIC 
« WORKERS

by BO GUSŁAW  .LESNODORSKI

THE A S S O C IA TIO N  of S cientific  W orke rs  -shoplld take  as its  aim  no t o n ly_ the 
w elfare^of its  members, bu t i t  should ch ie fly  seek the good of s c ie n c e --a n d ^  p 
it to fu l f i l  itis w o o e r social task. This is ve ry  yv.ell understood abroad, especially 
Ł Eng£  Æ ,apd 'the S oviet Union. The B ritish  A ssocia tion  o f Scien­
c e  W orke rs  end the  corresponding Am erican association no t on ly  f ig h t fo r 
the w e lfa re  of the scientists, b u t also try  to m ake science con tnbu  e to



ENGLISH SUMMARIES 231

t „  alL aKisioiciiatloni of scientists are' be ing at
common w elfare. Three schemes to  ' an association in  common w ith
present' discussed m  Poland. A  sd iem e ■ ee;e-m the, r ig h t solution,, for
the teaching staffs o f secondary sc “  i0f gcteBOe bu t above a ll progress
the scientists represent no t only, the teatm j a  w orkers, together w ith  ad-
in 'research. The idea o f an association o f . b m  Lub lin  Association,
m im istra tiye and ‘technica l- wobk-er% p in  tion  o i the ir common welfare „
w ou ld  be good if o n ly  the question of che P im portan t pro-
were concerned. As i t  is, however, there s c ie n tific  trans-
btem  -  th a t of the popu la riza tion  o f and sc ien tific  way, and
form ation o f life , of usung socia l -strengt _  P and of getting r id  o f the
f in a lly  of creating a new sp rir itua l and sc ien tific  w ork-
social remnants of the pre-sciemtific epoc »• ,,ribU;te t0 the ewakening of
ers a im ing at such idea ls  cou ld  cons ide rs  y  _  sdenitiSlts and to the
a sense of respons ib ility  fo r the fu ture 
rea liza tion  o f sc ien tific  and hum anistic ideals.
SEM INARY OF THE HISTORY OF LA W , JA G IE LLO N IA N  UNIVERSITY OF C

THE needs  OF POLISH ARCHIVISTS
by LEON B IA ŁK O W S K I

THE A U THO R speaks o f the. necessity of re® ^ * ;re c o m m e n c in g  the pub lica tion  
and ea rly  h is to ry  of Poland and the necessry^o at losse:s, the co-1-
o f h is to rica l sources. The Polish A rch ives - devastated by  the Germans.

, lection,? of documents hav ing  been looted a n d ^ v ^ t a t e d  by  m e ^
W:hen publish ing some his to r ic a H s o u rc e ^ th e  ^  ?,)0,. |d m ost cer!,T:nK be
remen-ts of the ed itors are a certa in  obtoac ’  •
'ess rigorous. "
SEMINARY OF HISTORY OF POLAND, THE C ATHOLIC  U NIVERSITY OF LUBUN.

-  ’ , j '  ̂ '

ON THE SLAVQNIC INSTI1UTE
by HENRYK BATOWSK1

i • ' , i i , ,  common undertakings
t h e  CHIEF in s titu tio n  for the .ClO' ô ™ ^ 0 iî  lPoland, decidend some months 
of the S lav peoples, the ^ ^ ^ T p c d l n d  The Slavonic Ins titu te  is  to be 
ago to  found-a  S lavonic te U to te  m Pola d. ^  sp.here o) the S lavonic 
a -centre of -research. I t  w ill w o rk  p n n o p  J y  tica l an,d social, economic, 
ac tiv ities  of today, p robab ly  m  ™ cyclopaedic w orks and monographs is being 
and cu ltu ra l. The pub lica tion  ° * .ea^  P obleans typ ica l of the S lav peoples, 
? » * « * . » . » ,  «h«n. 
Inc lud ing if  possible the who ■ ■
the BOARD OF THE S LAVO N IC  COMMITTEE IN  POLANO, W AR SA .
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THE kEST of th is issue includes a  chronic le  of s c ie n tific  life  in Poland, an ac­
count of the Congress of the Polish Botanica l Society, the Conference of Polish 
Physicists -and 'the. Conference on 'the Education; o f Teachers, a chronic le  of • 
sc ie n tific  events abroad, a re v ie w  o f laws concern ing science, ccdnmenbs, the 
author of w h ich  discusses the educational w o r th 'o f  hum anistic studies, and de­
velops the concep tion  of sc ie n tific  .humanism, .and la s tly  there is a rev iew  ^  
o f the Press and diverse accounts. - ' . ■

/ /.
. ' ■ '  ‘  , • * / •  '  ’ ■ ’ ' .
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The annual foreign subscription rate is 4.00 Dollars. 
Subscriptions and all other communications should be addressed to 
THE EDITOR, „2YCIE NAUKT', KRAKÓW, SZOPENA 1, POLAND.


