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ONE PERCENT FOR CULTURE!
By OIEZYDBRY SZYIMIHIHWICZ

THE GRBATI-ON oif aul-tlitre requires fina nc ia l means wfaidh m ust be secured 
by a perm anent po s ition  in 'the budget, and w h ich  -should no t depend on 

tihe fluc tuating-cond itions -of -tttxe m arket. One percent of the o rd in a ry  State bud­
get sihoul-d be devoted fo r conducting -scientific researches and fo r p rom oting  
creative w o rk  in- the fie ld  of A rt. This fund  should not ibe -subject to cuttings, 
■even i f  -redfucitions in  -the biudige-t occur; -the good anid -the c o n tin u ity  o-f -creative 
w o rk  in  the -domain of cullt-ure dem and it.
THE RESEARCH IN STITU TE Ol- FORESTRY, CRACOW

TEAM-WORK IN  SCIENCE
By AM ATOL LIlST-OWISIKI

T HE W ORLD is face-d -to-day no t on ly  by -problems of reb u ild ing  bu t also 
-by p'ro-bllems of -re-conisltriucftion on -ne-w lines. To solve (these problem s 

w i l l  be-, to a great extent, the ro le -of the science, w h ich  is -instrumental in  
-acquiring the know ledge of, and -the domi-n-aition over, -the w o rld . The deve­
lopm ent o-f science necessitates a planned e ffo rt and a co llec tive  a c tiv ity , the­
reby m aking -team-work p a r tic u la r ly  im portan t. The freedom  of science is 
•one o f the m ost im p o rtan t resu lts off the huimamiilsitic ou tlook  -upon -the w o rld . 
B u t the fre-edom off science consists in, the independence o f its  .r-eSulits fro m  
icri-ietia ly-inlg o-utside the  -domain- off science, i t  has, -however, no th in g  to do 
,-wiith -the methods -amid the technique off research w o rk . O ur -duties towards 
l ire  fo rce  -upon -us thematic- considerations o f sc ie n tif ic  works-, and  -the w-ide 
range o f these themes leads us to the c o lle c t iv ity  of research and to a colla- 
Jbo-ration o f  the men off science.

The organ iza tion  -anld1 the  p lanning o f researches shou ld  be in  the hands 
off ¡sc ien tis t. W hen o rgan iz ing  and p lanning, we- shou ld  no t ior-geit ¡that bo th  
ime-tbodis1 of s c ie n tific  w o rk  —  the- in d iv id u a l m ethod -and the co llec tive  one —  
have the ir advantages. Some problem s shioiul-d ra ther be so lved co llec tive ly , 
cithers- w i l l  rem ain the aim  -for inidiivi-dual e ffo rt.
INSTITUTE FOR PLANT-BREEDING, JA G IE LLO N IA N  UNIVERSITY, CRACOW
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TEAM-WO.RK AND RESEARCH INSTITUTES 
IN  THE HUMANITIES

By J A N  RJUTKOWISKI

O NE of tihe m ost im p o rtan t tendencies in  thiet 'developm ent of the o rgan i- 
Ziaitliton oif s c ie n tif ic  res'e,arches in  the course olf the  las t 200 years 'is the 

6iteadi/ly grow ling ©igniilcanice o f 'teaim-w'orik. A n  examuplie oif a ilooise fo rm  o 
team -w ork are ijfoe sciemtiiific ¡perio'd-ida'ls. Bncycloipaedlias and 'co llective  p n b '-- 
cations are m ore sflrkJt fo rm s o f colll©cltive .endeavours, The m ost com plex 
form  is represented b y  a toady of coEafooratoris he lp ing  to create' an  un ifo rm  
whole, ‘She in d iv id u a l researoh-iworke'rs conducting researches .dealing w ith  
parts o f the problem  in  question ‘unlder 'the gu idance olf one person.

In  the case of hum anities the idea of organized! w o rk  in  conduotinlg 
Scientific researches is  rea lized b y  means oif 'research ins titu tes , w h ich  are 
far less common or developed than research institu tes hav ing  to do w ith  the 
n a tu ra l sciences. E ve ry  s c ie n tif ic  in s titu tio n , equipped w ith  an organized 
body of w orkers undertak ing 'Collective w o rks ,m ay be regarded as a research 
tostiitiute. The oldest types o f hum anistic research ins titu tes  are the .institutes 
fo r  Statistics A n  analogous .organization oif in s titu tes  is  used in  economics, 
soc io logy ail(d h is to ry . The crea tion  o f such ins titu tes  is v e ry  t f ty a a U e  p a r t i­
cu la r ly  to-day, w hen the cap ita lis t s tructure  is in  the process o f be ing changed 
¿info a kio cli-alli-sit oine

O n  accour# of fin a n c ia l d ifficu ltie s , tee  hum an istic  ins titu tes  should be 
organized in Close connection w ith  the un ive rs ities . Such in s titu tes  should 
be in te rdepartm enta l, i. e. 'they should l in k  'together a l l 'related' chairs of a ll 
the facu lties  T h is  w i l l  b r in g  abou t a considerable econom y as regards the 
prem ises amid the staff, eninaMMg teem lib use one com m on l ib ra ry  and research- 
room. Such ins titu tes, besides the ir d idac tic  'activ ities, cou ld continue research 
w o rk  w h ich  m igh t rise to a much h igher le ve l thanks to a good o rgan iza tion  
o f team -w ork than under d iffe re n t conditions.
SEM INAR OF ECONOM IC HISTORY, UNIVERSITY OF POZNAN

THE AMELIORATION OF THE CONDITIONS OF SCIENTIFIC 
WORK IN  THE UNIVERSITIES

By KAZ 'IM IKRZ SEMBRAT

THE EFFICIENCY o f sc ie n tif ic  .research twork depends on su itab le  scien­
t i f ic  equ ipm ent anld ion pe rsona l fac to rs  on the one hand', w h ile  on the 

o ther hand i t  depends upon the a fflu x  of young sc ie n tific  workers.
A n  .am elioration of the  cond itions  .oif s c ie n tif ic  w o rk  in  the u n ive rs itie s  

coulM be b rough t aboult b y  crea ting  in s t i tu te ,  u n it in g  re la ted  cha irs and 
idepartaienfis. The resu lt o f suicih an 'organization w o u ld  foe to  re lieve  the  pr.o- 
tfesisors o f Ithe p u re ly  ad m in is tra tive  mutter®, w h ic h  cou ld be giv-en in  the 
charge of a special' c le rk  con tro lled  b y  the head of the in s titu te , chosen among 
ifhe professors. A l l  members of the in s titu te  couild Use the common lib ra ry ,
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ahe .room fo r  photography, s c ie n tif ic  equipment!, etc. T h e  d iffe re n t domains 
.of science w o u ld  necessitate a d iffe re n t owganiaartfion, tw it in sp ite  o f  these 
diffe rences, 'the re a liza tio n  o f such inisitlifiut.es w o u ld  o ffe r  to  th e ir  members 
mludh be tte r op po rtu n itie s  fo r research w o rk  /than those ava ilab le  now.

The u n iv e rs ity  in s titu tes  should also be concerned w ith  d ida c tic  A cti­
v it ie s , n o t wlilth s c ie n tific  research on ly . I t  /wou ld .therefore be o'f g re a t .advan­
tage to science to create centres connected wfftlh the ’instlit'utes, but! devo ted  
to ' researches exc lus ive ly , as «. g. cemltreb o f sc ie n tif ic  research placed fa r 
aw ay from  un ive rs ities  and ha v in g  to conduct some specia l k in d  of w o rk .

W h e n  speaking abou t the personal conditions,, f t  w o u ld  be advisable to 
fo llo w  thie Eng lish exam ple b y  crea ting  itiwo categories o f professors: research 
professors amid assistant professors. Te'dhinical .assistants cou ld also be o f 
‘g re a t he lp  to  the  sc ie n tif ic  w orkers . A r id  la s tly , the l iv in g  cond itions of 
(the assistant w o rkers  shou ld  |be im proved  and .their Ifiurrthe'r s c ie n tific  career 
ensured.

THE ZO OLOGICAL INSTITUTE, U NIVERSITY OF W R O C ŁAW

ATOMIC ENERGY AND THE FUTURE OF THE WORLD
by M IEC ZYSŁAW  CH O Y N O W S K I

IN connection w irth f the fact that atomic energy has bean mastered, men of 
science fee l m ore and m ore conscious of th e ir respons ib ility  fo r  the  w e lfa re  

of m ank ind  and the fu tu re  of c iv iliza tio n , and we hear them  v e ry  often, tak ing 
pa rt in  a discussion of these problems. V e ry  s ign ifican t, among othersi, is A r ­
th u r  H. Com pton’s speech dealing w ith  A tom ic  Energy as a Human Asset 
(see Nature, 1946, No. 3980), in  w h ich  the great A m erican  ph ys ic is t demandls 
the  creation of a W o rld  Governm ent, and also discusses the use o f atomic 
energy fp r  peaceful purposes and po in ts to  the necessity o f g reater co-opera­
tion, m ore tra in in g  and education, and o f eva luating  one’s  life  in  terms, o f ¡ser­
v ice rendered to the com m unity.

T h is  'Speech is characteris tic  bo th  fo r the socia l a ttitude of ¡the scientists, 
and fo r the  cause of atomic energy. The scientists canno t refuse to  take p a rt 
in  so lv ing  problems' o f co llec tive  fife , and tlhley should 'regard i t  as .thejir aim  
to m ake the app lica tions of psychology, soc io logy  and economics, w h ich  are 
so v ita l w hen i t  comes to  a rebu ild ing  of the w o rld  on new lines, supplem ent 
the applications o f phys ica l and b io log ica l sciences, as c lose ly as possible. The 
results of the technica l applications of atomic energy should ¡be foreseen, i f  
its libe ra tion  is no t to bring exte rm ina tion  to m ankind. A l l  technical disco­
veries  lead towards economic changes, w h ich  again are responsible fo r c u l­
tu ra l and socia l changes. This applies to atom ic energy too. I t  is  not possible 
to see details c le a rly  as yet, bu t together w ith  Com pton we must state t!he 
necessity o f a W o rld  Governm ent, w h ich  w o u ld  p reven t wars, and the ne­
cessity io  educate m an be tte r than i t  was done up to now.
CIRCLE FOR THE SCIENCE OF SCIENCE, CRACOW
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THE ROLE OF GEOLOGY IN  THE ECONOMIC LIFE 
OF THE COUNTRY

, By HEN RYK Ś W ID ZIŃ SKI

PO LISH geology stands to-day before tihe g igantic  task o t ascerta in ing 
:t!he resources o f our raw  m ateria ls , which. a re  iso necessary fo'r d ie  recon­

s tru c tio n  olf ou r coun try . B ut tihe pai/b(lic .in genera l know s v e ry  liiit'tle about 
ta s  science. G eo logy te lls  nils about the crusit o f thei earttih, amid lit is  d iv ide d  
in to  theo re tica l geology and ¡practical o r app lied  geology. The discoveries o f 
th e  la tte r  are o ften  of itoenvenidlous im portance to mamlMinld. The State should 
consider i t  a  necessity to o ffe r ge o logy  in  Poland the greatest p ro tec tion  
possible.
STATE INSTITUTE OF GEOLOGY, CRACOW

SOME REMARKS CONCERNING THE PUBLICATION 
OF SCIENTIFIC WORKS IN  POLAND

By J A N  MERGENTtAJIJER

THE PROBLEM of equipping sc ientific  ins titu tions  and research labora­
to rie s  w ith  pub lica tio ns  requires an e ffic ie n t and inexpensive  o rgan i­

sation. I t  w o u ld  be best so lved  b y  an, in te rn a tio n a l .system o f exchange of 
the pub lica tions. I t  is  there fore advisable ‘So .avoid an excessive num ber o f 
pe riod ica ls  w h ic h  have (the biad side o f in v o lv in g  cosits o f subscription., and 
instead, to  see to i t  'that every sc ie n tif ic  ins ltita iion  published its  ow n p u b li­
ca tions (they m ay be reprin ts) and sends them  fre.e o f change to la l  in s ti-  
Itu'tions w o rk in g  in  ‘the same fie ld . E ve ry  in s titu t io n  would) coniduct th is  ex­
change on its  own account, because a cen tra l exchange bu rea u  m ig h t handle 
these m atters w ith  less effic iency. In  this wa^i each in s titu t io n  cou ld ge t in 
re tu rn  fo r  its  ow n pub lica tions a ll published m atter fro m  the w h o le  w o rld  
dea ling  w ith  subjects reladed to its  specia l in terests. Such an organization, 
should embrace a ll domains of science and a ll the countries. O f course all 
pub lished woriks should be p r in te d  in  the congress lianigwag.es, w ith  summa­
ries in. less know n  Languages.
INSTITUTE OF ASTRONOM Y. THE M A R IE  CURIE-SKŁODOW SKA UNIVERSITY, LUBLIN

THE WORLD OF SCIENCE AND THE REHABILITATION 
OF ETHICAL CULTURE
By EDIMUEND JA N  REYMAN

AM O N G  the calam ities and disasters, caused b y  the last war, the .breaches 
in  the character and. the lapses from  m o ra l in te g r ity  of the en tire  hum a­

n i ty  fo rm  an im p o rtan t po s itio n  in  rthe ba lance o f losses. As P o land had 
been the te rr ito ry , w here  su re ly  the m ost crue l crim es wet©  com m itted  
w h ich  tended no t on ly  to decimate the nation, bu t also to deprave i t  m o ra lly  
ou r cou n try  could n o t .escape the genera l dem ora liza tion . D u rin g  ffie  w h o le  
tim e of the occupation by  H itle r 's  bandits, a ll noble tra its  had been com­
p le te ly  .disregarded and ill- tre a te d , w h ile  baseness and vileness w ere  rife
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We constantly and ve ry  ju s t ly  po in t to the general dem ora liza tion bu t 
i t  is  o a t  .enough to  p o in t to  it, th is  e v il m ust be suppressed, w ith  .the he lp  
o f .all eresting and ava ilab le  p reven tive  measures. P a rtic u la r ly  to-day, w hen 
w e are bu ild in g  the fram ew ork  Of our recomisitruated state, w h ich  w i l l  be 
■rebuilt upon new  anld m ore ju s t  founda tions, we mlust n o t  fo rg e t to  recon­
s tru c t the m ost va luab le  factors —  nam e ly  the dhairacter and the m ora l 
sense 'of the  nation.

I am therefore of the op in ion  tha t an Ins titu te  fo r Pmpayatmg E th ica l 
C u lture  should be ca lled in to  being, w h ich  w ou ld  delineate methods of 
s trugg ling  aga ins t 'the spread ing o f dem ora liza tion , and w h ich  w u lM  P r o p a n e  
leitMtoal cu ltu re  in our soc ie ty  w ith  the he lp P f lectures, pub lica tions, ) ilm s 
.and -the w ire less. The m a in  bask o f M s  proposed .institu te  w o u ld  be to ra ise  
the m ora l w o rth  of m an to a h igh e r leve l, and in d ire c tly , to  enhance the  
va lue  off l i fe  by  endow ing i t  w ith  the jo y  ,and charms w h ich  i t  now  possesses 
fo r  v e ry  few  in d iv id u a ls  on ly .

The representaltiv.ee off the w o r ld  of science a re  .above a l l ca lled  upon 
to  'undertake th is  task, because they d e a r ly  unders tand the im portance and 
the s ig n ificance  off ,a h ig h  m o ra l le v e l fo r the goad of the soc ie ty  and of 
the state. They also grasp the necessity to dem ocra tize n o t o n ly  science 
•and. know ledge  bu t also cu ltu re  in  genera l, an d  p a r t ic u la r ly  e th ica l cu ltu re . 
.As educators off younger generations they are predestined to P ^ y  the  ^ h T m e  
p a rt off constructors o f a be tte r and happ ie r future b y  th e re h a W M a tio n  of 
the idea of hum an ity  w h ich  has been ®o ill- tre a te d  during the war.

I  am sure .that m y .vo ice /w M  n o t rem a in  unanswered!, and I hope tha t 
i t  w i l l  g iv e  rise to a d iscussion to the p o in t. I  w is h  to  express 'the hope tha t 
i t  m ay mean the .beginning of an action, embracing the w ho le  w o r ld  and 
tending tow ards u n ive rsa l peace b y  the regenera tion  of man and b y  the 
co lla b o ra tio n  off a ll nations.
THE ACADEM Y OF PO LIT IC AL SCIENCES, W A R S A W

THE REST of th is issue includes, a chronic le  of sc ie n tific  life  in  Poland, a dis 
m ission of the  a c t iv ity  and the congress, of the Copernicus Society of Poll 
n“  Scientists, be ing one of the most. im portan t: Polish -d .  
nizations, an account of the sc ientific  congress, devoted to the problems^ 
the pleistocene, and' of the m eeting of the S c ien tific  Council. Then there 
a rev iew  of laws concern ing science, a re v ie w  of the Press, and numerous^ item  
from  fo re ign  chronicles, among ^ h ic h  Polem ic 2 has been discussed, and 
m any in fo rm ations as to the events in  the sc ientific  w o rld  abroad have  bee 
given. These in fo rm ations are almost e n tire ly  based upon N ature  w h ich  is 
up to no w  the ch ie f and inva luab le  source of in fo rm a tio n  to the Editor.
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THE EDITOR, „ŻYCIE NAUKI", KRAKOW, SZOPENA i, POLAN


