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W H A T  DO W E UNDERSTAND BY THE FREEDOM OP SCIENCE?
By K A Z IM IE R Z  A JD U K IE W IC Z

THE Freedom o f science consists of fou r parts: the freedom  of' speech, of 
thought, o f problem atics and o f the  methods, used. The freedom  of speech is to 
a  certa in  degree a freedom o f action, and there are two. sides, to  it- the po­
s itive  one, m eaning tha t one can speak, w r ite  or p r in t w hateve r one wishes, 
and, the negative one, m eaning that one i® no,t forced ito speak, w r ite  or n r in t 
tilings  one ob jects to  W hen w e  speak about restric tions pu t upon the  freedom 
o f speech conceived that way, w e  mean res tric tio ns  consciously and designed- . 
ly  pu t upon i t  by certa in  people. These restric tions m ay consist in  the  tak- 
m g away o ,fhe  phys ica l conditio,nsi o f free speech, w h ich  is done b y  censor- 

Ŝ Pr e n r iL l lmthY 6t  d,0ne h y  means of m ora l p roh ib itions, e. g. the fear
d ire c t ro n s e u n ^  “ ' w  061110 one s- reputa tion , etc., a il these 'being less
, j ,  . 0 nces o free speech. But the freedom of speech, conceived so

a"  essential e,lem ent o f the  freedom  of science. W e see tha t 
frpp iirw r/r,f ds C1®ated factors, w h ich  lim it  such an anarch ica lly  conceived 

speec . he ed itors o f the sc ie n tific  pe riod ica ls  and pub lica tions
scientists Ce®SOr®' lhe sc ie n tific  critic ism s and the op in ion  of the

- , »origans of m ora l approval ot disapproval. The essentia l ele-
men o e reedom of science is  the freedom  of speech taken in  a m ore 
rniitod way, nam eiy  the freedom to u tte r stpteanents w h ich  are in  agreement 

w i e emanidls o f sc ien tific  methods and, the absence o f coercion to  u tte r  
-statements w h ich  w o u ld  be con trad ic to ry  to such methods. The freedom  of 
sc ien tific  critic ism  and of s c ie n tific  censorship in  general are m ost im portan t. 
The freedom of speech is  indispensable to a sa tis fac to ry  developm ent of science 
f irs t ly  because of the cooperation of the  scientists, and second ly as a s ti­
m ulus to conduct researches. Some' lim ita tio n s  o f the freedom  o f speech are 
however, perm issib le in some cases, Such lim ita tions  m ay be sometimes 
enforced on hum anitarian, patent, state o r socia l grounds, and th e ir  va lue 
depends on the ideals w h ich  caused them.

\
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The freedom  o f thought m ust be understood d iffe re n tly  than tha t o f 
speech; i t  is o ften  independently of o u r w i l l  tha t we consider som ething to be 
the  tru th . Here, w e m ust subm it to  the arguments, the tes tim ony o f our 
experience, to  ou r m em ory, the obviousness o f some argum entation, etc. W e 
m ust regard (the freedom of speech as be ing d iam etra lily  opposed to tfainkina 
as commanded, ias being a pro test against a l l rules, te ll in g  us th a t our du ty  
is to have such and such views, w ith o u t pay ing  any a tten tion  w hether they  

'a re  based upon the tru th  o r not. I t  is a pro test against the p u ttin g  up o f 
dogmas, w h ich  do n o t possess w e ll-g rounded foundations. Such restric tions 

. in  the "freedom of though t w o u ld  im pede the progress o f science, 'as they 
w o u ld  fo rce  us to  abstain from  researches, experim ents, from  sc ie n tific  
methods in  (short, and w ou ld  make us accept dogm atic beliefs, n o t based on 
researches. N a tu ra lly , the command to be lieve  dogmas b lin d ly  w o u ld  no t affect 
the freedom  o f  (thought, but coerc ing us to  accept i t  woulld do so The lack 
o f c ritica l, judgm ent, the fac t o f be ing under the in fluence o f lo v e  o r hate, 
instead o f be ing  gu ided b y  im p artia l reason, these are signs of th e  res tric tions  
upon, (the fre e d o m .o f 'thought. But «he re a liza tio n  o f a t ru ly  c r it ic a l a ttitude 
of the m ind  is no t w h o lly  poss ib le ; education already inculcates .some views 
in to  our m inds w h ich  we accept u n c rit ic a lly . Such u n c ritic a l superstitions 
are n o t absent fro m  science either, and to  break aw ay from  'them often means 
to  make ,a ve ry  considerable progress in  science. The freedom  o f though t in  
the dom ain o f science is inseparable from  the proper c u ltiva tio n  o f  science

R estrictions in  the  freedom  of problematics' and sc ie n tific  researches 
consist o f m aking i t  d ifficu lt, i f  n o t im passib le, to  take pp some problems, o r 
o f im posing upon us the (taking up o f other problem s. The fina nc ia l dependence 
of the sc ien tis t upon the in s titu t io n  o r in d iv id u a l financing Ibis researches, 
lie s  a t the roo t of th is ev il. Sometimes i t  is  also caused b y  .a s lig h tin g  
a ttitude  of the op in ion, o r o f some im portan t circles, tow a rds  c e rta in  problems, 
A l l  res tric tions  in  the  freedom  o f prob lem atics doi no t necessarily  a im  a t the 
freedom  o f science, o n ly  the res tric tions  in  the  freedom  o f S cien tific ! p ro b le ­
m atics do so. But this problem  in vo lve s  'the d iff ic u lt  d e fin ition  o f c r ite r ia  
d is ting u ish in g  p u re ly  ¡scientific problem s from  non-sc ientific  ones,. O ur re ­
la tio n  to the freedom o f sc ie n tific  problem atics in  the oa.se o f problem s of 
bo th kinds, w i l l  depend upon the fact .whether the im portance of a p u re ly  
sc ie n tific  p o in t o f v ie w  w i l l  be our c rite rion ; or th a t o f the extraepistem ologic 
'o r p ractica l p o in t o f v iew . There is  some con flic t between the  ̂ freedom  o f 
sc ie n tific  p rob lem atics and the p lanned o rgan iza tion  and management o f 
sc ie n tific  w ork . T h is  co n flic t m ay be avoided, iif we shun extrem ities; i f  besi­
des an indispensable planned organ ization, we f in d  tim e  and means fo r spon­
taneous s c ie n tif ic  creation.

The freedom  o f choosing the methods o f our researches is indispensable 
to a favourab le developm ent o f science, bu t i t  sometimes co llides w ith  e th ical 
norms (e.g. V iv isec tio n ), and in  such cases its res tr ic tio n  should no t be ob­
jec ted  to, I t  is  harm fu l, how ever, to m onopolize and s tr ic t ly  adhere to  ce rta in  
methods, w ith o u t having s c ie n tif ic a lly  founded reasons fo r doing so. The auto-
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nom y of sc ie n tific  in s titu tion s  best illus tra tes  the  im portance o f the freedom  

semSin ! r Co f  th e  th e o r y  a n d  m eth o d o lo g y  o f  SCÎENCE, u n iv e r s it y  OF POZNAN

/ -c m t d  a i T7 ATTON o r  d e c e n t r a l iz a t io n  o f  t h e  h u m a n i t i e s
CENT RAL1Z A  ^  W ŁA D Y S ŁA W  C ZAPLIŃ S KI

W E ARE faced by  the problem , should a ll s c ie n tific  w orkers  be kep t a t the 
■niversities or should they ra ther jo in  research centres, created in  la rge r 

um  . -al î oWns. A s  fa r  as the  hum anities are concerned, there a re  2 a rgu­
ments backing up the f irs t so lu tion : 1) o n ly  u n iv e rs ity  ■towns possess s u it­
able libraries, arch ives and la bo ra to ries•, 2) the u n iv e rs ity 1 tow ns have a spe­
c ia l sc ien tific  atmosphere. As a resu lt of such an argum entation m any p ro m i­
nent representatives leave the p ro v in c ia l tow ns and come to  the u n iv e rs ity  
centres, w h ich  is  a th ing  one shou ld  ob jec t to , p a rtic u la r ly  ,as both argum ents 
have th e ir  w eak points. In  Poland n o t one u n iv e rs ity  to w n  besides /C racow  
has to-day the conditions of w o rk  the f irs t  argum ent is  speaking about. A s  to 
the other, a lready before the w a r some p ro v in c ia l tow n s  had a s c ie n tif ic  l i fe  o f 
the ir ow n in  sociétés, the  a c tiv ity  o f w h ich  depended upon the num ber c f 
the ir m ore p rom inen t members. I f  a ll such members, being, especia lly  in  'the 
fie ld  of the hum anities, teachers o f m idd le schools, le ft  th e ir p ro v in c ia l centres, 
then w e should have nobody to  prepare younger generations fo r th e ir  -future 
undergraduate studies. But such teachers shou ld  be induced  to  rem ain in. the 
p ro v in c ia l towns and in  secondary scjhols- by  an im provem ent of the ir w o rk in g  
conditions, n o t b y  mere phrases, p o in tin g  ou t the ir responsib le ro le. A bo ve  a ll, 
teachers, who do sc ie n tific  w o rk , shou ld  have lass w o rk in g  hours a week, and 
should have m a te ria l he lp  th rough scholarships, etc. Thetf in a l demand is: the y  
ought to be enabled! ito have frequen t contacts, w ith  the u n iv e rs ity  centres 
w ith  the  professors-, in s titu tes and sc ien tific  societies.
THE HISTORICAL INSTITUTE OF THE WROCLAW UNIVERSITY '

THE MOST IM P O R TA N T NEEDS OF POLISH BIBLIO GRAPHY 
b y  W IK T O R  H A H N

POLISH b ib liog raph y  is  to-day confronted toy great and im p o rtan t tasks. M any 
bibliographies- -are -at present exhausted, -some, ready fo r p r in t  -but n o t y e t 
published, were destroyed du ring  the w ar. M an y  w o rks  are a w a itin g  p u b li­
ca tion  o r repub lica tion , and w e  f in d  here w o rks  dea ling  w ith  genera l b ib lio ­
graphies and those ha v in g  -a specia l character, na m e ly  b ib liog raph ies 
o f the- separate branches -of science, b ib liog raph ies  o f d is tingu ished  
personalities, o f tow ns an-d period ica ls. I t  w o u ld  b e  v e iy  p ro fita b le  
to form  -a perm anent Commission fox B ib liog raphy  a ffilia te d  to  the  M i­
n is try  o f Education or tha t -of C u ltu re  and Art-s. This Commission, consisting



504 ENGLISH SUMMARIES

.of specia lists in  thiis subject, ought to take in to  its  hands, the leadership o f 
a ll a«,airs connected w ith  b ib liog raphy, and to determ ine th e ir course. I f  not 
■ us focussed in to  one centra l po in t, the ac tiv itie s  concerned w ith  ¡bibliography 

w i l l  necessarily  rem ain planless and irregu la r.
WARSZAWA

REMARKS UPON POLISH HISTORICAL 
PERIODICALS 

by  J A N  RUTKO W SKI
THE ARTICLE contains de ta iled  in fo rm ation  about iprenwar Polish h is to ­

r ic a l periodica ls, w h ich  w ere  w e !! developed on the w hole. W© fin d  here 
rem arks upon these pe riod ica ls  w h ic h  fu l ly  deserve to  be published again, 
upon others, w h ich  have to. undergo m ore o r  les®.fundam ental reorganization, 
and, la s tly , besides m any desiderata, the author m entions publications, w h ich  
m ay be d iscontinued w ith  ou t any loss. P ointing ou t the e x tra o rd in a rily  im por­
ta n t ro le  of sc ie n tific  (periodicals, in  the reorganiza tion of m odem  science, the 
author discusses the essential elem ents of such publications,, nam ely the b i­
bliographies, reviews, rep o rts  about the activ ities  o f s c ie n tif ic  societies, re­
search institu tes, ¡libraries, archives and museum®, news, about sc ie n tific  con­
gresses, com petitions, etc., and also ob itua ry  notices o f scientists, who have 
passed away. He also disicnsise® ¡the rode o f esissays in  t iie  periodicalsi, and 
g ives ,uts some general! remark®; he ie, however, c h ie fly  in te rested  in. Polish 
h is to rica l periodica ls. W ith  hi® remarks, concerning the pub lish ing  o f h is to ­
r ic a l papers in  non-h is torica l publications, the author closes, h is  artic le. 
SEMINAR OF ECONOMIC HISTORY, UNIVERSITY OF POZNAN.

O R G A N IZ A T IO N  OiF THE SCIENCE OF AGRICULTURE IN  THE U. S. S. R. 
> b y  TO M ASZ K O M O R N IC K I

THE FIRST num ber of the French qu a rte rly  La pensée brings us an in te res ting  
a rtic le  b y  August C heva lie r about the organ ization o f the science o f  a g r i­
cu ltu re  in  the U. S. S. R. The m ost im portan t in s titu tion s  h a v in g  to do' w ith  
the ag ricu ltu ra l and a ffilia ted  sciences are: the In s titu te  o f the H is to ry  o f 
Science and o f Technology, the N a tiona l Academ y o f A g r ic u ltu ra l Sciences, 
the In s titu te  oif Experim ental B io logy, the S cientific  In s titu te  fo r  Researches 
connected w ith  W o rld  P o litics and Economy, the Ins titu te  fo r  P lant Breeding, 
the Ins titu te  oif B iochem istry  and Physio logy, The Ins titu te  fo r the Soil Science, 
the  V e te rin a ry  Ins titu te  fo r  Researches in  A r t if ic ia l Im pregnation  o f Domestic 
Anim als, and the  Ins titu te  o f ¡Plant Pathology. These in s titu tes  are cen tra lis tic  
and of p rom inen t im portance, b u t besides them there are m any special 
in s titu tes  scattered a ll o ve r A sia  and Europe. Thanks, to them  ag ricu ltu re
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and the  sciences dealing w ith  i t  are to-day on a ve ry  h igh  le ve l in  the

U SXh^  S|a,te of .sciences connected w ith  ag ricu ltu re  shows m any shortcom- 
inas  in  our cen tury, in  spate o f the  fact th a t Poland is s t ill an  a g ricu ltu ra l 
country. A  developm ent o f these sciences, an in tro du c tion  o f be tte r methods 
and an en lightenm ent o f the broad masses of the aim ers are to be desired 
bu t we cannot expect any outstanding result» w ith o u t corresponding m ateria l

CIRCLE FOR THE SCIENCE OF SCIENCE, CRACOW

t h e  s c o p e  a n d  t h e  s y s t e m  o f  a n t h r o p o l o g y

b y  IRENEUSZ M IC H A LS K I

THERE is  s t ill no agreement among the anthropologists as to the  scope, 
the system'amidi the taillas o f the science they  are representing. I t  .may be th e ­
refore o f in te rest to  re fle c t w ha t an thropo logy re a lly  is.

The opinio.n,.of A ris to tle  who regarded an th ropo logy  as pa rt o f ph ilosophy 
dealing w ith  man, is  to-day an anachronism, though i t  has rece n tly  been 
rev ived  b y  Ernest K rieck. The m ax im a lis tic  a ttitud e  o f the authors o f D ic tion ­
naire des sciences anthropologiques, pub lished in  1896, is  antiquated_ too, 
though i t  has been backed, up, b y  D uckw orth , according to  whom  the subject 
of an thropology are not on ly  physica l .and psych ica l qua lities  o f man, but 
also alH h is  products. W e also fa i l  to see w h y  phys ica l an th ropo logy should 
be connected w ith  psych ica l an tropo logy (as i t  is done in  the A ng lo -S axon 
countries), to w h ich  ethnology, ethonigraphy and p re h is to ry  belong.

The French anthropologists o f the last cen tury and, m ore recently , the 
German Jankow sky, w ere w rong in  in c lud in g  in to  an th ropo logy a ll branches 
of the na tu ra l .sciences, dealing w ith  man, .because then not on ly  em bryo logy 
or psychology, tout even to x ic o lo g y  and-hygiene w ou ld  toe inc luded  here. M a rtin  
(fo llow ing  Blumenfaaoh) has v e ry  r ig h t ly  characterized an thropo logy as the 
science concerned w ith  the. phys ica l qua lities  of human groups, he was not, 
however, in te rested in  tax  Gnomical un its, tout in  e thn ic  groups., w h ic h  have 
not .always, .been p rec ise ly  defined. C zekanowski has ca lled o u r a tten tion  
to th e  necessity of a system atic de term ination o f a ll in d iv id u a ls  be longing 
to a group, tout he has narrowed the scope of an th ropo logy toy de fin ing  i t  as 
the .science o f m an as the b io log ica l .basis o f social phenomena, .at the same 
time, tak ing  in to  consideration, th e  complication® brought about b y  the d iv e r­
s ity  of the human species.

I  am proposing the fo llw in g  d e fin itio n : A n th ropo lo gy  is a b road ly  con­
ceived systematicjs o i man. I t  Is a. science w h idh  a ffirm s th e  existence o f some 
taxonom ica l un its  w ith in  hum an ity ; i t  tends towards separating them, f ix in g  
and. .systematizing tiheag according to  th e ir  .affinities, i t  examines th e ir  loca­
liz a tio n  in  tim e and space, and th e ir  genealogical re la tio n  to  the  an im al w orld .

A n th ropo lo gy  is. d iv ide d  in to  f iv e  la rge branches:

I. General an thropology  deals w ith  the science itse lf, w ith  its  tools of
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w o rk  and w ith  the basic units. Here be lo ng : Theory o f A n th ropo logy, dee- 
lin g  w ith  its  scope, system, aims, etc., H is to ry  o f A n th ropo logy, (Methodology of 
A n th ropo logy , and Taxonom y, w h ich  examines the genera l qua lities  o f an­
th ropo log ica l taxonom ic units.

II. A n th ropography  (static anthropology, typo logy) ¡describe® the separate 
system atic ¡unite from  a ll p o in t of v iew , ini ‘the phase off ¡their fu lle s t deve­
lopm ent, and i t  fixes th e ir  typ o lo g ica l rules. I t  m ay be d iv ide d  in to  M orpho­
lo g ica l A n th ropo lo gy  (somatology, m ero logy and m ierom ero logy) and F unctio ­
na l A n th ropo lo gy  (physio log ical, p a th o lo g ic a l,and psych ica l anthropology).

I I I .  D ynam ic A n th ropo lo gy  exam ines the  changes a  taxonom ica l u n it is 
-subject to , in  the course o f its  developm ent. I t  m ay foe d iv ide d  in to  A n th ro - 
pogenetics (the m ost fundam ental an th ropo log ica l d isc ip line, w h ich  has to  do 
w ith  the genetic s truc tu re  o f separated taxomomical in d iv idua ls ), Dynam ic 
Taxonom y and O ntogenetic A n th ropo logy, w h ich  uses the methods o f em­
b ryo logy.

IV . Group A n th ropo lo gy  deals w ith  the typo log ica l analysis o f human 
groups, and i t  examines m an as the b io lo g ica l (basis o f socia l phenomena. 
Here belong: E thn ica l A n th ro p o lo g y  and  H is to rica l A n th ropo logy.

The three last branches o f an th ropo logy  (II, I I I  an-d IV ) deal a ll o f them 
w ith  m odern m an (H. sapiens L.). But:

V . Philogenetic A n th ropo lo gy  has to  do w ith  ex tin c t Dorm® o f  jnabv w ith  
the prob lem  of h is descent -and h is  -a ffin ity  to the  animal! w orld . I ts  su b -d iv i­
s ions are: Paleanthropology, Anth-ropoxo-o-logy -and Antforopogeny, w h ich  tries 
to  reconstruct the  na tu ra l genealogical (tree- o f m ankind.
INSTITUTE OF ANTHROPOLOGY, UNIVERSITY OF LOD2

THE SECTION News and V iews  contains, among -others, fragm ents of the 
speech o f Bolesław  B ierut, President o f the  Polish N a tion a l C ouncil, he ld  
during idhfe apruait pub lic  m eeting o f the  Polish Academ y o f Sciences and 
Letters, in  Cracow, on June 19, 1946. T h is  speech w-as -dedicated t-o the 
re la tionsh ips ¡between science and p-oflitice and i t  fu l ly  stressed the im portance 
-of science in  the contem porary w o rld , and the necessity tha t scientists should 
pa rtic ipa te  in  -social life , to d  tha t po litie s  should foe backed up b y  science. 
„E ve ry  ¡scientist, w ith o u t d iscrim ina tion  to w ha t branch off -professional -spe­
c ia lity  he belongs, — _ ¡s-altd -President B ie ru t —  m-ust be at -the same tim e a h u ­
manist, m ust be v iv id ly  in terested in  the phenomena o f social r  life ..." „P o li­
tics, o f 'the r ig h t and, in te llig e n t k ind, m ust be based ¡upon a deep/ -scien­
t if ic  analysis off ex is ting  re a lity " , .and! ,,the ro-Î-e o f Polish science unde r pre­
sent conditional ®aay and ¡should be incom parab ly ¡greater tba-n ever before"

T'h-o C hron ic ie  off sc ien tific  life  in Poland contains a discussion off the 
ac tiv itie s  o f -the W estern Institu te , of the N a tiona l Ins titu te  -of Progress, and 
the Trade U n ion of H is to rians off A r t  and C ulture, also a: sho rt chron ic le  of 
sc ien tific  events in  M ay, together w ith  a rev iew  of the  Press.
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The section Science abroad brings os an a rt.e e  b y  Prof F, J. M  Stratton, , 
spec ia lly  sen t ito the L ife  of. Science, en titled : In  ter nabonal Ser entitle Coope- 
Tation in  w h ich  the author discusses the a c tiv ity  and ta s te  o f the In te r­
national C ounc il of Scientific Unions: iu r fim r a dr s e a s o n  -of th e  m e s c a l pu­
p a t i o n s  o f H i* 'M a je s ty 's  S tationery  O ffice, and the C hron ic le .

SCIENCES AND LETTERS IN  POLAND
TKT . „ - mu o tir announcement in  No. 5 o f th e  L ife  o f Science, w e  are
IN  acocr- a, ^ m ore  space than he retofore in  o u r English summaries to 
e v m l  connected w ith  the Polish science, and we sha ll discuss the li fe  o f the 

Versiiitv centres and sc ien tific  in s titu tio n s ,1 tog e the r w ith  congresses- and com  
f 1;.. ' yW e hope tha t this chron ic le  w i l l  be of in te res t to  ou r readers abroad 
a n ir  w i l l  g ive  -them an exact p resenta tion -of the o rgan iza tiona l developm ent 
a , sc ien tific  l i fe  in  Poland. W e are s ta rtin g  i t  w ith ! a discussion o f the. l i fe  o f 
°  . ■ jn un ive rs ity  towns, pub lished in  Polish, in  L ife  o f Science Ns. 1— 4.

THE SCIENTIFIC  C O UN CIL

Polish science suffered heavy  lasses d u rin g  the w ar. Some o f the  sc ien­
t if ic  ins titu tions lost up to 40 per cent o f the ir members,. T he  p rob lem  of rep la ­
cing -them b y  new generations o f scientists is  fa r  from  -being an easy one. 
Inadequate -financial conditions before the w a r had induced m any young  scien­
tis ts  to' tu rn  aw ay from  the sc ie n tific  -career, -chosing in d u s tr ia l o r o ther m ore 
rem unerative  professions instead. The s ix  wasted years, o f the  occupa tion  ten ­
ded to  make m atters s t i l l  worse. Besides these losses in  human beings, science 
suffered a heavy  destruction  o f bu ild ings, equipm ent, etc. A nd  to -day  scien­
tis ts  are faced b y  g igantic  tasks, w h ich  are of a fa r .greater im portance than 
those w h ic h  toad awaited -ttoeam before -the w a r. I t  ' is  emo-uigto to  m ention  on ly  
the need of schooling the war generation o f students, who have  no t attended 
regu lar -classes, bu t got -their p repa ra to ry  tra in in g  in  a  ra the r hapbaiz-ard w ay 
in  the -secretly conducted underground classes du ring  occupation. The great 
econom ic and socia l changes o f to -day have made science the com er-stone 
o f -the s ta te s  edifice. The S c ie n tific  C ouncil, -created in  connection with, 
the -M in is try  of Education, w i l l  have  to  he lp  w ith  a ll these problem s and tasks. 
I t  w i l l  consider the  reso lutions o f the M in is try  o f Education, w i l l  vo ice  its 
op in ion  as- -to them  and pass -them, on. The resolutions tending -to -remove ithe 
w a r damages in  the fie ld  of Polish science, hav ing  to  d o  w ith  the  structure, of 
academic schools, w ith  ‘the ir programmes and the ir -location, w ith  th e  orga­
n iza tion  of sc ientific  research,/ w iith  sc ien tific  pub lica tions am-d -the piuiMish- 
i-ng of textbooks-, w ill! p a rticu la r ly  ! be long to «he -scope of the Council's 
a c tiv ity . The M in is te r o f Education is the Chairm an o f th is C ounc il, w h ich  
has a cadence o f 2 years. Its  f irs t session to o k  place -from J u ly  20-23, 1945, 
and was dedicated to some most u rgen t problem s o f -academic schools. The
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second session took  (place in  M arch 25-27, 1945, .and the problem s dealt w ith

sdence A  c e r t ^  m i í ^  ^  ^  ^  £he fina nc ia l endowments ofscience. A  ce rta in  m in im um  amount fo r  the expenses connected w ith  s rien -
t if ic  research was fixed  as a. perm anent pos ition  o f the budget "a pos ition
w h ich  should never be reduced. Im po rta n t reso lu tions were taken in  con
nection  w ith  the f i l l in g  of U n iv e rs ity  chairs. I t  was agreed upon that the

ha irs should (be offered to- fu l ly  qu a lified  scientists on ly , in  sp ite  o f a lack
of scientists and extra  chairs should he created ad personam fo r em inent
pecrahste. The C ounc il was f il le d  w ith  deep so lic itude  by  the bad conditions
1 health  p re va ilin g  .among the students, anid reso lved to  o ffer ¿hem more

c r n T T 5 and better  schola^'síhi!ps, and foo'd rations- The m o tion  to cancel 
censorship nn sc ien tific  m atters was considered.

CRACO W

. Ą s a resu it o f the c rim ina l methods, of the Germans, Cracow has suffered

fts  ’ la b iT a f beaVY l0SSfiS am0 L9 ite  Bcien)tiste; ite  u n iv e rs ity  bu ild ings, how ever 
equipment, books and monuments were re la tiv e ly  s lig h tly

f ife  w a t nn, i f  SP!  6f th V " Qt that du;rta3 occupation, the pub lic  in te lle c tu a l 
t0l T \ ? ' aCCm' im m edia te lY afte r rega in ing its, freedom 

(Jan. 18-h, 1945) proceeded w ith  ite cu ltu ra l reiooniatrudtion, a fter its fo rm er con 
spired activ ities . A s a resu lt of the des truc tion  o f W arsaw  and Poznań and 
A  f  C* thait Lw ow  and1 W iln o  n.o longer belong to  Poland, Cracow became 

some tim e  the nnlly centre o f Polish sc ien tific  thought and1 of the pub lish ing  
ac iv . ie», and even to-day i t  has s t i l l  re ta ined  ‘its  im portance in  th a t f ie ld  O ur 
h ighest sc ie n tific  in s titu tion , the  Polish Academ y o f and L e tte d
renewed its ac tiv itie s  towards the end! of January 1945. The losses o f the A ca ­
dem y are n o t sio considerable as fa r as co llec tions and s c ie n tific  equipm ent are • 
concerned; the L ib ra ry  and the Museum of A rchae logy and PhysiogrTnTv have 
been saved, bu t i t  struggles w ith  great fina nc ia l d ifficu lties., and, its  loses* as 
fa r as its  members are concerned are irreparable. The Academ y lost 70 m em ber- 
diuung the w a r; new  members, were elected in  J u ly  1945. To-day a ll the depart-

Vearhnok a aTe alreaid!y w o rk in g  no rm a lly . There appeared the
Yearbooks of the Academ y fo r the  year 1938/39 and fo r the period 1939/45; 
Reports o f the ac tiv itie s  and m eetings of the Academ y fo r the year 1945 are
ih T r n n r «9 i f  appeai\ . The fo llo w in g  m ore im portan t pub lica tions are now  in  
«he course of p reparation : vo l. 33 o f Estreicher'« Palish B ib liog raphy  a oonti-
M rn u m  ,°i th o P,° h3h D ,c l,o n a iY 0/ Biography, M onum enta Poloniae H isto rica , 
M onum entu Poloniae Cartagm phica  (a secopd issue, as the f irs t had been
destroyed by the Germans), and m any others, se rv ing  to  p rove  tha t the. Polish 
Academ y od Sciences and Letters w ants to  make.uip fo r a ll those wasted years 

, v™shes ,t0 keep a* 'the head1 o f the in te lle c tu a l m ovem ent in  Poland.
, . m on9 off1®1 s c ie n tific  institutions,, w tiich1 have take n  .up .the ir ac tiv ities

again, w e should m ention: the H is to rica l Society, transfe rred  from  i t s ‘ form er 
centre an Lw ow ; the  S ocie ty fo r ¡the H is to ry  and, the M onum ents o f C racow  
w h ich  is going to issue a Cracow Yearbook dedicated to  the  h is to ry  o f Cracow
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du ring  the years of the occupations the Association of Polish L ib ra rians and 
A rch iv is ts : its  m ain  task at present is to  reg is ter the losses o f the  Polish 
lib ra ries  and archives, suffered during the last yeans: the Polish G eographical 
Society w ith  its  head-office in  W arsaw ; the  Copernicus Society of Polish 
Scientists w ith  its pu re ly  sc ien tific  pub lica tions: Kosmos A  and Kosmos B, and 
its  m ore popu lar pe riod ica l the Universe (W szechświat); th e  P olish G eolog ical 
S o c ie ty  the C irc le  fo r the Science o f Science, founded after the w ar, dievoting 
itse lf to problem s o f the science o f science, its  pe riod ica l be ing  the Life of 
Sc'ence A l l  these numerous ins titu tions, bo th  those m entioned1 here and some 
others a re  v e ry  ac tive  in  the dom ain o f pu re  science and also in  the  fie ld  
of lectu res and popu la riz ing  w ork, and thanks to the ir ac tiv ities , C racow  fu l ly  
deserves to  he. called the Polish Athens.

\
/ LUBLIN

Lu b lin  is one o f the few  c itie s  of the w o rld  possessing tw o  un ive rs ities : 
the C atho lic  U n ive rs ity  o f L u b lin  o f a  denom inational cha racter to  some de­
gree, d ire c tly  depending on  the  poipe; i t  is  a centre  of th e  hum anities. The 
M arie  G urie-Skłodowska U n ive rs ity  was founded a fte r the war, and i t  has 
become a centre o f na tu ra l sciences. I t  has 5 facu lties : the fa c u lty  o f na tu ra l 
sciences together w ith  ph ilosophy, psycho logy and pedagogics, Hue fa c u lty  of 
medicine, the ve te rin a ry  facu lty , tha t of pharm aceutics, and th a t of a g ri­
cu ltu re . The U n iv e rs ity  is m odestly equipped, the  lib ra ry  is  in  the process of 

' be ing organized, the lib ra ries  .of the ins titu tes  are also lim ite d  in  number, 
and the ir supp ly  of books is irather accidental and occasional, the unsettled 
conditions on ■ le book-marlket m aking a p lanned and ra tiona l organizing of the 
lib raries v e ry  d ifh o u lt The U n iv e rs ity  got m ahy books as g ifts , p a rtic u la r ly  
from  the U. S. S. R.; the va luab le  g if t  of the French Embassy, a  series o f v e ry  
im portan t w o rks  dea ling  w ith  pure science, should also be m entioned here.

The O ^ fh e r  wUh i J  “  T '  W hkh had C6ased ex is t du ring  the occu-pation togethe th  t he st o f the PoIish universilUeS( has qu ic l^  Tenewed

its f  C° nf de,Tatle Personal and m ateria l losses. I t  has
4 facu lties, the  facu lties  of theology, o f canon law , of la w  and socia l and 
economic sciences, and of the hum anities. A fte r  the  w ar a School fo r Economic 

be ina m fhblheH *  ^ C o u n t r y s id e  w as created'. Tw o sc ie n tific  pe riod ica ls  
Meriirine W o a  i k *1 ,Uib ln': Sooiai and Clinical Medicine, and Veterinary 
the Lu b lin  s e c t io n ^  i? entJ,011 foMowing. s c ie n tific  societies w o rk in g  there: 

oh lin  o f i  t  C°Pe rn lcus Socie ty o f P o lish  N a tu ra l Scientists, the 
Lu b lin  Section of the B io log ica l Sbciety, w h ich  .again is a branch o f the
PoHlb R0' ^ 1- 'B“  ” g y  Asso c ia t io n 'w ith  its  seat in  Paris, then sections o f the 
Polish Botanical S ocie ty  and the Polish G eographical Society, o f the Ethno 
graphxca1 Society, w h ich  continues the w o rk  o f the 50 years o ld  E tnoqra-
L 1?  ,S° Cie^  of Lwd'W: 'fhe1 P hilosoph ica l and Psychologica l S o rie tv  *ho 
M edica l Society, the S c ien tific  Society o f the C a th o lic  U n iv e rs ity  in  Lu b lin
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/  The fo llo w in g  societies have the organ ization of sc ien tific  l i fe  in  Lu b lin  
as th e ir  a iih : ¡the Trade U n ion  o f the  W orke rs  o f the Academ ic Schools and 
S c ien tific  Institu tes, the Cath. U n iv e rs ity  Friends S ociety in  Lub lin , and the 
Marie- Curie-Sklod-owska U n iv e rs ity  Friends Society, w h ich  considers the con­
s truc tion  o f an U n iv e rs ity  C ity  in  L u b lin  to  be its  m ain task.

P O ZN A Ń
S cien tific  l i fe  in  Poznań received; p a rtic u la r ly  m erciless b low s d u rin g  the 

■occupation,-, as a resu lt o f be ing annexed to th e  German Reich nearly, a ll the 
Polish scientists were deported o r  taken to  concen tra tion  camps. A fte r th e ir  
re turn  they  found  the ir w orkshops m ostly  in  ruins. O n ly  the U n iv e rs ity  L ib ra ry  
has been preserved a lm ost en tire ly . The f irs t  'th ing ; to  do- before s ta rtin g  w ith  
sc ien tific  w o rk  was to organize the  institu tes, to fo rm  lib ra rie s  and ito create con­
d itio n s  enab ling  fu tu re * w ork . The Poznań Society of Friends; of Learning, 
ex is ting  since 1857 and; v e ry  w e ll equipped before the war, suffered such heavy 
losses (having lo s t a va luab le  l ib ra ry  of m ore than 138 those, vo lum e s— o n ly ' 
a sm all frac tion  of them w,as, saved —  and 33 of it® members), th a t i t  was o b li­
ged! to  s ta rt afresh from  the v e ry  beginnings. O ther sc ie n tific  in s titu tio n s  w ere  
in  a s im ila r position, a ll the ir w o rk  and! p u b lica tions  destroyed or used foT paper' 
m ills .

B u t in  sp ile  of a ll these handicaps, sc ien tific  l i fe  began its  ac tiv itie s  
a lm ost at once. Besides some sections of the Society of ithe Friends of Learning, 
some other in s titu tio n s  sta rted  th e ir  w o rk , as e. g. the- Polish H is to r ica l Society, 
the Copernicus Society o f N a tu ra l Scientists, the  L ite ra ry  Society, the  Psycho­
lo g ica l Society, w h ich  was pub lish ing  before the w a r  the Psychological 
Quarterly, a pe rio d ica l of an  in te rna tiona l character, and above a ll th e  Ins titu te  
of Sociology, so v e ry  im portan t in  v iew ' o f the immense socia l changes, brought 
about b y  the war, and in  v ie w  of rega in ing th e  ancient P o lish  te rrito ries! in  
thé W est.

These ins titu tions  face p a rticu la r d ifficu ltie s  in  connection w ith  the pu ­
b lish ing  of th e ir  p re -w ar pe riod ic  alls (such as ¡the Yearbook of Sociology and 
Economics, published in  Lw ów  before the war, Yearbooks of Agriculture and 
Forestry, Slavia Qccidentalis, etc.), no t bacauss o f a lack  of m ateria ls, w h ich  
are ra the r p len tifu l, but (because o f ¡insuffic ient f ina nc ia l means- 
O n ly  tw o  sc ie n tific  organizations have surm ounted these d ifficu ltie s , nam ely 
the  M ed ica l S c ien tific  Society, w h ich  is  pub lish ing  the Medical News, and the 
W estern  Ins titu te  be ing perhaps the  m ost a c tive  sc ie n tific  in s titu t io n  in  Poznań, 
thanks to th e  a c tu a lity  of the prob lem s connected w ith  the  regained territo ries. 
The aim® -of the In s titu te  are twofold!: 1) the s c ie n tific  aim. —  to  investiga te  
a ll problem s connected w ith  the  Polish-G erm an re la tions, 2) the p ra c tica l one —  
a® ,a re su lt o f its  inves tiga tions  to  o ffer help and -advice to the  'governm ental 
au thorities  and -social organ izations in  questions of im portance to the state 
and the society. The scope o f its  initqreslts is  therefore v e ry  w ide, in c lud in g  
p re h is to ry  and lingu is tics  on the one hand, and the  cond itions of l i fe  of the  
Polish popu la tion  under the occupation on the other. I-ts chief publication®  are.
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the A tlas of Geographical Names of the W estern Slavs and Documenta Occu- 
pation is Teutomcae, 'conta in ing authentic German m ateria ls  from  the times of
the occupation.

W A R S A W
It  w o u ld  seem tha t W arsaw, ru ined  in  its  85 per cent., w ith  its  inhab it ants, 

and its  scientists, too, scattered a ll ove r the  w o rld , cou ld  n o t asp ire to  be 
rehandled as an in te llec tua l centre o f the country, no t fo r long  years ye t, at any 
rate. B ut those who though t so, soon found tha t they  w ere mistaken^ A rch iv is ts , 
lib ra ria n s  and specialists fo r  m atters connected w ith  museum » entered! the c ity  
to aether w ith  the army, try in g  to save the remains, w h ich  'the enemy had had 
no  tim e to  destroy, from  robbery or from  the, effects o f exposure to bad 
weather. In  this way the, N a tion a l Museum, .the U n ive rs ity  L ib ra ry , the N a tion a l 
L ib ra ry , the Public L ib ra ry  and some-storehouses p f the Archives, were secured.
The representatives of he u n ive rs ity  came at, th e  same tim e, in  order
to see w hether they could soon s ta rt wo,liking again. Both thei professor® and 
the students were no t dism ayed by  the complete destruction  of the ir h igher 
schools Their experiences w hde w o rk in g  in  conspiration, taught them to  do 
w ith o u t proper premises, w ith o u t books o r other equipm ent, con tinu ing  the ir 
studies under unbe lievab ly hard conditions. The au tho ritie s  w ere at f ir s t  of 
the op in ion  th a t the existence o f h igher schools in  ru ined W arsaw  was out of 
the question fo r at tea*at 10 years, t i l l  the reconstruction of the  c ity  w as w e ll 
on its way, and 'Uherefore they  thought o f trans fe rring  a ll academic schools to 
■th. other la rger towns. B ut the  energy and v ita l i ty  o f the inhab itan ts  so lved 
th is  problem  in  an « * * * ? « < *  ^  ^ . n f a g  fo r W arsaw, in  sp ite  o f its, de- 
strucUcn its  position of the capita l and o f the centre of in te lle c tu a l life . The 
au thorities  gradually came to  see the w isdom  of n o t abandoning W arsaw , w here 
a C  an great collections, lib ra ries  and arch ives existed, w h ic h  i t  w iu ld  be 
, u V n llv  ve ry  d ifficu lt, i f  n o t impossible-, -to transfer, and i t  w o u ld  be also 

c le a v e  ly in g  uselessly fo r 10 y e a r ,  I t  
X e “ me higher schools fo r the, s tea d ily  increasing num ber o f inhabitants, 
re tu rn ing  'to W arsaw, ^ h e  Facu lty  o j  M edecine was the f irs t  to  beginn its 
re tu rn in g ^  oaine the C hief School o f A gronom y and Forestry, la te r on the1 ^  ru tv l U1U Lilts
r Z - 1  « rh co l o f Commerce and tw o  departm ents of the  Polytechnic. In  Ju ly
Chief OCUC”  ^  . ITnnversitv was nrvmn J t . ,  ---------- td  , .. i„  . 1
1945 the '

'h C  01 . . .  1--------- --- '•“ O r w y i c u .
' W arsaw U n ive rs ity  was n o rm a lly  reopened B y do ing so, an immense 

,taken towards no rm a liz ing  the, in te lle c tua l li fe  of the capita l, as a ll... „  w!is tSB-ca — °  ---- 1 Hicr uii u ie  eapnuu, as a il
^ ie n t t f ic  societies were now  able to  become active  once more. Scientists 

* n k inds were now  flo c k in g  to  W arsaw  and fin d in g  w o rk  at the  U n iv e rs ity  
° f connection w ith  its  institu tes. The, W arsaw  S c ien tific  Socie ty renewed its  
° V v it ie s ,  w ith  n a tu ra lly  o n ly  few  members at firs t, b u t tw o  o u t of its  form er 
f , r section» began w o rk in g  and secured some publications,, w h ich  had escaped 
d e m o t io n .  The M ia no w sk i Fund, an in s titu tio n  o f g reat m e rit in, the  fie ld ' of 
na tional cu ltu re, s tarted  its  w o rk  again. Am ong the in s titu tio n s  w e ll-kn o w n  
¿«Tore the war, we ought to m ention  the W arsaw  M ed ica l Associa tion foun­
ded in l 821' tbe P° Ush G®0^ 9^ « 1 Society, the Polish P hysica l Society, the
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<;* p£ -i° lf FJrien" iSc0f t t s t '0 ry ' Bhe Law Yers Association in, W arsaw, the W ar- 
m w  Hhilosopfacal Society, the Polish P h ilo log ica l Society, the Scientific  Ins ti-
TnsUtute °  ga,n'lzaUo,n and Management, the M arie  Curie-Skfodowska Radium

. . , N ®W were also founded, e. g. the Ins titu te  of N a tiona l M em ory,
wha-ch has the task of s tud y ing  conditions d u rin g  the occupation and) of co l­
lec ting  m ateria ls  connected w ith  the underground m ovem ent o f resistance
t o r T l f  M o 0PP,resf o r' 'tbe State Ins titu te  fo r  the  H is to ry  o f A r t  and the Inven­
to ry  o f Monuments, hav ing  a s im ila r task in  the realm, o f a rt investigations.
! ‘  k ®,s cai,e of ;a centra l llb ra rY o f the h is to ry  o f art, publishes h ih liog raph ies 
irom  that dom ain, conducts a centra l arch ive  o f photograph ic measurements 
and co lou r copies, etc. Considering tha t a ll this was done w ith in  oine year 
we an safe ly p re d ic t that the cap ita l w i l l  fuffly regain its  due position as fee 
centre o f the in te lle c tu a l life  of our coun try  in  a re la tiv e ly  sho rt time.

THE D IC T IO N A R Y  OF POLISH BIOGRAPHY is  being published b y  the Polish 
Academ y o f Sciences and Letters, and contains short b iographies o f de 
ceased Polish scientist® fro m  th e  realm s of the Polish p o lit ic a l h is to ry , m il i ­
ta ry  h is to ry , economic and social h is to ry , o f Polish cu ltu re, science and art, 
from  the beginnings Of the existense o f ou r state t i l l  the present times, Four 
volumes and fo u r numbers o f tha t pu/blication appeared before the w a r the 
w ho le  is to  have 20 volum es (about 20 thorns and biographies). N ow  number 25 
is  in  p rin t, its  p rice  w i l l  be about 200 z lo ty .

I

The a n n u a l fo re ig n  s u b s c r ip t io n  ra te  is  5.00 D o lla rs .  

S u b s c r ip tio n s  an d  a l l  o th e r  c o m m u n ic a tio n s  s h o u ld  b e  a d d re sse d  to  
THE EDITOR „Ż Y C IE  N A U K I" , K R A K Ó W , SŁO W ACKIEG O  66, POLAND.

W e  beg fo re ig n  s u b s c rib e rs  n o t to  send  us the  s u b s c r ip t io n  ra le  
in  cash , b u t o n ly  th e ir  address, as i t  w o u ld  be m o re  c o n v e n ie n t lo r  

us to  re c e iv e  fo re ig n  b o o k s  in  exch an ge . T h e ir  t it le s  w o u ld  be ag ree d  
to  b y  la te r  co rre spo nde nce .


